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Uxtractfrom  the  Work. 
CASES  AT  BURY  ST.  EDMONDS  (SUFFOLK). 

1  n  the  winter  of  1 857,  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Bury,  applied  to  me  for  advice 
and  medicine.  He  was  then  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  Consumption 
(which  had  been  very  fatal  in  his 
family).  Every  means  had  failed 
to  arrest  its  progress,  and  as  a  last 
resort  he  applied  to  me ;  with 
what  result  the  following  extract 
from  a  letter  just  received  will 
briefly  explain  ; — 


6,  Union  Terrace,  Bury  St.  Edmunds.    Oct.  14th,  1860. 

"Mr.  Smith,  who  applied  to  you  in  1857,  was  then  to  all  appearance,  about  very  soon 
to  be  removed  from  us  by  Consumption.  His  physician  had  given  but  faint  hope  of 
recover^/.  Indeed  I  felt  I  could  not  hope,  having  recently  witnessed  the  death  of  his 
brother  from  the  same  fearful  disease;  but  after  continuing  your  medicines  for  several 
months,  he  was  restored  to  perfect  health.  It  is  now  nearly  three  years  since.  He  is 
quite  well,  and  has  had  neither  cough  nor  other  symptom  since.  May  the  blessing  of 
God  accompany  your  treatment  to  many,  many  niore,  is  the  earnest  desire  of, 

"  Yours  respectfully. 

" M.  A.Smith." 

"  In  April  last  you  will  remember  sending  me  a  large  bottle  of  medicine  and  letter, 
for  which  I  now  sincerely  thank  you.  My  own  lungs  were  then  in  a  very  delicate  state, 
but  your  invaluable  medicine  soon  restored  me  to  my  usual  state  of  health." 
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DOCTRINE  AND  LIFE— THEIR  MUTUAL  RELATIONS  * 

In  the  ^vords  so  familiar  to  us  all,  the  Shorter  Catechism  affirms  that  "  the 
Scriptures  principally  teach  what  man  is  to  believe  concerning  God,  and 
what  duty  God  requires  of  man."  According,  therefore,  to  this  lucid  and 
comprehensive  statement  the  contents  of  Scripture  are  chiefly  addressed 
either  to  our  understanding  for  belief,  or  more  specially  to  our  will  for  per- 
formance. They  are  either  articles  of  foith  or  specific  rules  of  life;  in  other 
words,  are  either  doctrines  or  duties.  In  unfolding  its  own  summary  our 
well-known  compend  proceeds  to  state  that  the  doctrines  we  are  to  believe  con- 
cerning God  have  respect  to  Him,  firstly,  as  he  is  in  himself ;  and  secondly, 
as  he  stands  related  to  His  creatures,  and  specially  to  His  creature,  man. 

Under  the  first  of  these  classifications  are  included  the  doctrines  which 
concern  the  nature  and  perfections  of  God,  His  unity,  the  Trinity  of  Persons 
in  the  Godhead. 

Under  the  second  are  included  those  doctrines  which  refer  to  the  decrees 
of  God —  the  manner  of  their  execution — the  creation  of  man — his  disobedi- 
ence and  fall — the  nature  of  sin — the  extent  and  consequences  of  the  fall — 
the  person,  character,  and  work  of  the  Redeemer — redemption,  and  the 
effectual  application  of  it  to  the  elect  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  benefits 
they  thus  partake  of  in  this  life  and  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

Expressly  or  implicitly  this  general  enumeration  contains,  we  think,  the 
leading  doctrines  of  Christianity.  We  now  propose  to  consider  in  what 
relation  they  stand  to  life — the  life  of  the  soul — the  Christian's  life — and  in 
what  relation  again  this  life  stands  to  them. 

Ere  proceeding  to  this,  however,  we  may  state  our  conviction  that  we  fear 
there  are  many  who  are  not  in  the  habit  of  regarding  this,  or  perhaps  any 
other  scheme  of  doctrine,  as  having  much,  if  anything,  to  do  Avith  the  cha- 
racter and  direction  of  man's  life.  They  perceive  at  once,  and  freely  own, 
that  precepts  have  to  do  with  the  inward  life  and  the  outward  conduct. 
Their  relation  to  life  is  obvious — they  deal  with  it  directly — lay  hold  of  and 
control  it;  but  as  for  doctrine  and  life,  these  seem  (on  this  common  super- 
ficial view)  to  be  so  remote  and  apart  the  one  from  the  other,  as  never  to 
be  thought  of  as  sustaining  any  mutual  connection — as  exerting  any  reci- 
procal influence.  A  system  of  doctrine  appears  to  be  something  altogether 
outside  of  life — not  touching  it  in  any  part — not  possessing  any  practical, 
influence.  At  best  the  opinion  of  many  is,  harely  that  doctrine  and  life  are 
somehow  connected — interact  in  some  manner  the  one  on  the  other;  but 
this  notion  is  very  much  simply  an  understanding  that  it  is  so,  very  ill 
iu;iderstood.  Hence  there  is  much  confusion.  We  are  told  by  some, — no 
matter  what  a  man  believes  ;  the  main  thing  is,  is  he  sincere  in  believing  it  ? 
By  others  again, — no  matter  what  a  man  believes  ;  the  main  thing  is,  is  his 
life  in  the  right  ? 

It  will  be  useful  to  place  this  matter  under  the  light  of  reason  and  of 


*  A  Paper  read  at  a  Devotional  Meeting,  to  a  few  friends. 
No.  IQl,— New  Series.  9 
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Scripture.  Looking  at  the  opinions  just  stated  in  the  light  of  reason,  they 
must  at  once  strike  us  as  being  quite  at  variance  with  the  constitution  of  the 
human  mind  and  the  method  of  its  operation.  We  will  not  enter  into  any 
philosophical  investigation  of  this  matter  on  an  evening  dedicated  to  devo- 
tional meditation  and  devotional  exercises.  We  think  it  will  be  enough  to 
say  that  the  understanding  serves  us  in  relation  to  inoral  objects,  very 
much  as  the  eye  serves  us  in  relation  to  physical  objects.  As  the  indi- 
viduals of  the  one  class  of  objects  are  revealed  to  us  through  the  eye  and 
its  faculty  of  sight,  so  are  the  individuals  of  the  other  class  revealed  to  us 
through  the  understanding  and  its  faculty  of  faith.  Just  as  our  life  is  regu- 
lated, consciously  or  unconsciously,  by  the  information  of  the  eye,  so  is  it* 
regulated,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  by  the  information  of  the  under- 
standing. We  act  accordingly  as  we  see,  and  we  act  accordingly  as  we 
believe.  The  structure,  so  to  speak,  of  the  two  faculties,  and  their  relation  to 
the  others,  plainly  show  that  they  were  designed  to  direct  our  practice.  So 
well,  indeed,  is  this  understood  to  be  the  purpose  of  the  eye,  at  least, 
that  were  the  walk  of  one  such  as  ignored  what  is  commonly  known  as  the 
intelligence  of  that  organ,  we  would  conclude  such  an  one  to  be  blind. 

Even  so,  faith,  if  it  hath  not  works,  is  dead  being  alone."  Both  are 
eminently  practical  faculties.  As  it  is  by  sight  that  we  walk  in  the  physical 
world,  so  is  it  by  faith  that  we  walk  in  the  moral  and  spiritual  world. 

We  have  confirmation  of  this  when  we  look  at  the  matter  in  the  light  of 
Scripture.  The  Bible  was  not  given  us  to  exercise  our  speculation,  but  to 
govern  our  practice.  It  warns  us  how  we  should  frame  our  life.  It  is  a 
light  unto  our  feet  and  a  lamp  unto  our  path.  It  is  meant  to  make  the 
sinner  wise  unto  salvation.  Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  Scriptures  repre- 
sent their  doctrines  as  their  essential  element — their  primary  distinguishing 
contents,  these  doctrines  must  exert  some  mighty  influence  on  the  life.  The 
Scriptures  claim  this  pre-eminence  for  their  doctrine — firstly,  by  the  peculiar 
jealousy  with  which  they  guard  and  protect  their  purity.  "  Though  we  or 
an  angel  from  heaven  preach  any  other  Gospel  unto  you  than  that  which  we 
have  preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  accursed,"  "  If  there  come  unto  you  any 
and  bring  not  this  doctrine,  receive  him  not  into  your  house  neither  bid  him 
God  speed,  for  he  that  biddeth  him  God  speed  is  partaker  of  his  evil  deeds." 
"  If  any  man  teach  otherwise,  and  consent  not  to  the  ivholesome  words,  even  the 
words  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  the  doctrine  which  is  according  to 
godliness,  from  such  withdraw  thyself."  And,  secondl}^  the  Scriptures 
claim  this  pre-eminence  for  their  doctrines  by  the  manner  in  which  they  set 
them  forth — a  manner  which  shows  that  they  form  the  foundation  on  which 
the  precepts  rest.  This  is  especially  seen  in  the  structure  of  Paul's  Epis- 
tles, Take,  for  instance,  his  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  the  practical  or  pre- 
ceptive part  of  which  follows,  by  way  of  application  and  enforcement,  the 
doctrinal.  The  Apostle  first  states  and  establishes  the  doctrines  of  man's 
universal  depravity  and  corruption,  and  of  salvation,  through  faith  in  Chris?, 
by  God's  free  electing  grace  ;  and  from  these  he  fetches  motives  constraining  to 
new  obedience,  and  urges  duties  which  we  OAve  to  God,  to  ourselves,  and  to 
others.  And  in  entire  agreement  with  these  views  we  find  him  addressing 
Titus  on  the  qualifications  of  a  bishop,  thus: — "A  bishop  must  hold  fast  the 
faithful  word  in  teaching  that  he  may  be  able,  by  sound  doctrine,  both  to 
exhort  and  to  convince  the  gainsayers." 

Doctrine,  therefore,  has  to  do  with  life,  and  we  purpose  further  to  show 
this  by  exhibiting  its  relation  to  the  origin  and  development  of  spiritual  life. 
Let  us,  however,  first  interpose  this  explanation,  that  when  we  speak  of 
doctrine  in  this  connection  with  life,  we  do  not  assert  for  it,  simply  as  it  is  in 
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itself,  any  inherent  efficacy  to  accomplish  the  results  we  shall  be  ascribing  to 
it.  We  say  that  food  nourishes  the  natural  life ;  but  it  does  so  only  if  blessed 
by  God,  who  gives  it.  In  like  manner,  the  Scriptures  themselves  speak 
of  doctrine  as  saving  and  sanctifying  the  soul ;  but  in  order  to  these  ends 
the  efficacious  blessing  of  the  Spirit  is  required.  Doctrine  is  fitted  to  pro- 
duce these  results,  but  it  actually  accomplishes  them  only  when  made  quick- 
ening and  powerful  by  the  quickening  Spirit, 

This  premised,  we  repeat  that  doctrine  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
origin  and  progress  of  spiritual  life.  See  this,  first,  in  regard  to  the  origin 
of  life.  The  doctrines  of  Scripture  point  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  only 
source  of  life.  Sin  has  entered  into  the  world,  and  spiritual  death  by  sin. 
This  death  has  passed  on  all  men,  because  all  have  sinned.  The  doctrines  of 
Scripture  stand  in  the  world  proclaiming — In  Him  is  life,  He  is  the  life  of 
men.  To  the  sinner,  who  comes  asking  how  his  sin  is  to  be  removed,  they 
say,  "Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world;" 
as  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness,  even  so  do  they  lift  up  the 
Son  of  Man,  affirming  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  shall  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life ;  they  testify  of  Him^  make  Him  known  and  manifest, 
whom  to  know  is  life  eternal.  They  say — Whoso  findeth  Him,  findeth  life. 
They  are  distinguished  from  the  doctrines  of  all  other  religions,  in  that  they 
point  the  sinner  absolutely  away  from  himself — from  man,  and  even 
from  themselves,  saying,  Not  by  works  of  righteousness,  but  by  grace  are 
ye  saved  through  faith  in  Christ;  look  unto  Him  and  be  ye  saved.  It  is 
thus  that  they  are  the  grace  of  God  bringing  salvation.  Their  directions  for 
the  sustaining  of  life  is  not  different  from  that  for  the  obtaining  of  life.  To 
the  believer  they  repeat,  "Christ  is  your  life;  he  is  the  Vine,  ye  are  the 
branches;  if  a  man  abide  not  in  him,  he  withers." 

Now,  the  words  we  have  been  using  are  only  other  words  for  the  doctrine 
of  justification  by  grace  through  faith  in  Christ.  Conceive  for  a  moment,  of 
its  being  hid  from  us,^s  it  is  as  yet  from  many;  think  of  the  consequences, 
and  you  will  see  how  intimately  doctrine  is  connected  with  the  origin  of 
spiritual  life  in  the  soul  of  man.  Without  it  we  should  be  without  hope  in 
the  world.  Whether  we  intelligently  assent  to  all  this  in  theory  or  no,  we  do 
so  (do  we  not  ?)  in  practice.  In  the  Sabbath  school,  for  instance,  when  we 
strive  to  awaken  the  soul  of  a  scholar  into  newness  of  life,  or  when  we  seek 
to  comfort  his  troubled  mind,  do  we  not  fetch  all  our  persuasives  and  consola- 
tions from  the  familiar,  though  it  may  be  forgotten,  doctrine — prayerfully 
fastening  our  hope  on  the  exhibition  of  it — Jesus  Christ  came  into  the 
world  to  save  sinners — He  died  that  we  might  have  life. 

Not  only,  however,  are  the  doctrines  of  Scripture  thus  connected  with  the 
new  birth  of  the  soul,  they  are  also  connected  with  the  progress  and  de- 
velopment of  the  new  life.  In  this  progress  and  development  (so  far  as  this 
world  is  concerned)  there  are  involved  a  dying  more  and  more  unto  sin  and 
a  living  unto  righteousness — a  being  renewed  in  the  whole  man  after  the 
image  of  God.    See  how  doctrine  is  made  effectual  for  these  ends. 

How  humbling  to  the  pride  of  the  human  heart,  and  how  totally  de- 
structive of  it  are  the  doctrines — that  we  have  not  chosen  God,  but  that  he 
has  chosen  us;  that  we  are  saved  not  by  any  works  of  our  own,  but  by 
believing  in  another;  that  He  elected  us  to  salvation,  not  for  any  love  we 
bore  him,  or  any  good  thing  we  possessed,  but  of  his  own  sovereign  will; 
that  we  are  unclean,  corrupt;  that  Christ  bore  our  sin  on  his  own  body 
on  the  tree;  and  that  by  appropriating  his  righteousness  alone  can  we  be 
saved.  Truly,  ere  we  can  receive  them  our  soul  must  be  even  as  a  weaned 
child.    They  can  be  received  only  in  meekness. 
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Again,  how  they  attack  and  destroy  the  principle  of  sin  in  our  nature. 
We  sin  because  we  have  pleasure  in  unrighteousness.  Now,  the  doctrine  of 
free  grace,  while  it  does  not  regard  any  sin  of  ours  as  being  a  hindrance  to 
our  salvation,  just  as  it  does  not  regard  any  merit  as  being  a  help,  does  not 
encourage  us  to  continue  in  sin,  but,  on  the  Cvontrary,  to  shun  it  and  to  hate  it. 
It  plies  us  with  the  strongest  dissuasives  against  sin.  When  really  embraced, 
it  compels  us  to  crucify  the  flesh — teaches  us  to  deny  ungodliness  and  every 
Avorldly  lust.  Thus,  through  the  belief  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  do  we 
die  more  and  more  unto  sin. 

Not  only,  however,  are  they  of  service  in' the  putting  off  of  the  old  man, 
but  in  the  putting  on  of  the  new  man.  They  contribute  to  the  formation, 
positively,  in  the  Christian  of  all  that  is  true,  honest,  just,  pure,  and  lovely. 
They  contribute  to  the  clothing  of  the  soul  with  the  beauty  of  holiness;  to 
the  formation,  in  the  believer,  of  the  very  mind  of  Christ.  The  doctrines 
which  concern  the  nature  of  God  and  the  infinitude  of  his  perfections,  how 
they  fill  me  with  reverence  and  godly  fear.  The  doctrines  of  God's  electing 
love — of  redemption  by  Jesus  Christ — of  the  application  of  it  and  its  benefits 
to  me  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  how  they  beget  in  me  responsive  love  to  each  of 
the  glorious  Persons  in  the  Trinity;  free  forgiveness,  how  it  teaches  me  to 
forgive;  justification  by  faith,  how  it  fills  me  with  peace  and  joy ;  the  father- 
hood of  God,  how  it  constrains  me  to  fliith  in  his  providence,  resignation  to 
his  will — to  the  demeaning  of  myself  as  his  son — to  the  purifying  of  myself 
as  he  is  pure — to  the  living  for  his  glory ;  resurrection  and  immortality, 
with  what  a  lively  hope  do  they  inspire  me  ;  what  an  incentive  to  well-doing 
do  they  prove.  Thus  may  we  see  how  the  doctrines  of  Scripture  perfect  an 
us  "  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  love,  joy,  peace,  long-suffering,  gentleness, 
goodness,  faith,  meekness,  temperance." 

They  tend,  moreover,  not  merely  to  produce  a  lioly  life,  but  a  healthy  one. 
This  will  appear  when  we  think  of  the  life  which  is  prevalent  in  regions 
where  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible  are  obscurely  apprehended, — of  the  Chris- 
tian life,  for  instance,  which,  though  genuine,  grows  up  so  weak  and  sickly 
under  the  tutelage  of  saints,  or  is  fed  by  the  traditions  of  men.  And  in  this 
view  we  may  appreciate  the  significance  of  Scriptural  expressions,  such  as 
these : — "  nourished  up  in  the  words  of  faith  and  good  doctrine  " — "  the  whole- 
some words  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  The  doctrines  of  Scripture  strengthen 
and  invigorate  the  life.  What  else  can  be  their  influence?  By  means  of 
them  we  get  the  widest  and  grandest  views  of  the  character  of  God — of  the 
harmony  of  his  attributes.  Moreover,  as  we  have  seen,  they  bring  God 
nigh  to  us,  and  us  nigh  to  him.  They  make  us  best  acquainted  with  him 
and  with  his  disposition  towards  us.  They  leave  us,  so  to  speak,  alone  with 
him- — bring  us  to  deal  directly  with  him.  They  interpose  no  thing,  or  per- 
son, or  saint,  between  us  and  him,  and  are  content  themselves  only  to  reveal 
him.  I  learn  from  them  that  God  is  my  father,  and  that  he  is  working  out 
my  salvation,  that  he  is  greatly  interested  in  me,  and  manages  all  things 
(pertaining  to  this  life  and  the  next)  for  me  most  excellently  ;  that  he  is  ever 
at  my  right  hand — that  he  dwells  with  me.  They  thus  invite  and  constrain 
me  to  recognise  him  in  all  my  goings  out  and  in — to  walk  with  him,  and  to 
enter  into  free  and  child-like  fellowship  with  him.  "  He  that  walketh  Avith 
wise  men  shall  be  wise,"  says  the  wise  man — that  is,  he  shall  become  wise  by 
walking  with  them.  Privileged  to  hear  their  intercourse,  he  shall  imbibe 
their  spirit — he  shall  absorb  into  himself  their  sentiments — he  shall  regard 
things  from  their  point  of  view,  and  in  the  light  of  their  ojDinions  and  princi- 
ples, and  his  mind  shall  insensibly  be  framed  on  the  model  of  their  own. 
What,  then,  shall  we  say  of  the  man  who,  habitually  contemplating  the 
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doctrines  of  Christianity,  is  brought  face  to  face  Avith  the  very  mind  and  heart 
of  God — whose  own  mind  and  heart  are  constantly  exercised  by  the  great 
truths  thus  revealed — who  by  means  of  them  is  brought  daily  to  transact 
with  Deity  in  the  secret  of  his  presence — direct  and  alone — away  from  the 
intervention  of  saints  and  human  mediators.  How  enlarged  must  become  his 
views — how  expanded  and  enlightened  Ms  mind — how  firm  and  strong  his 
principle — how  ennobled  Ms  life,  who  walks  with  God  ! 

Church  history  abounds  with  proof  of  these  views*  .It  is  one  of  the  chief 
lessons  pressed  by  it  on  our  notice,  that  purity  of  life  depends  on  the  preser- 
vation of  purity  of  doctrine  ;  that  laxity  in  life  is  consequent  on  latitudina- 
rianism  in  doctrine.  Not  without  reason,  therefore,  does  the  apostle  say, 
"  Take  heed  to  the  doctrine,"  "  Hold  fast  the  form  of  sound  words." 

We  have  but  one  word  to  say  on  the  other  branch  of  our  subject — the 
relation  of  life  to  doctrine.  Our  life  cannot,  of  course,  affect  the  doctrines  of 
Scripture,  but  it  certainly  determines  and  controls  the  influence  they  exert 
upon  it.  We  have  it  not  in  our  power,  by  a  simple  act  of  will,  to  believe  or 
to  disbelieve  any  doctrine.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  character  of  our  life  does 
seriously  determine  what  we' believe  and  we  discredit.  We  have  a  habit  of 
ignoring  what  we  dislike,  and  of  bringing  forward  into  view  what  gratifies 
us,  and  insensibly  to  ourselves,  or  sensibly,  we  in  this  way  construct  that 
system  of  opinion  and  belief  which  regulates  our  practice.  Thus  is  the  wish 
father  to  the  thought — to  the  belief — to  the  opinion. 

"  Faults  in  the  life  breed  errors  in  the  brain, 
And  these  reciprocally  those  again  ; 
The  mind  and  conduct  mutually  imprint 
And  stamp  their  image  in  each  other's  mint: 
Each  sire  or  dam  of  an  infernal  race 
Begetting  and  conceiving  all  that's  base." 

This  retrogressive  interaction  of  life  on  doctrine,  and  doctrine  on  life,  is, 
however,  not  realised  in  the  Christian.  His  life  is  frank  and  honest.  He 
comes  to  the  light,  that  himself  and  his  deeds  may  be  made  manifest  ;  he 
subjects  himself  freely  and  entirely  to  the  sanctifying  processes  of  truth  on 
his  mind  and  heart,  and  seeks  to  be  moulded  alter  the  mind  of  God.  He 
brings  to  the  word  that  honest  and  good  heart  which  receives  the  seed,  and 
brings  forth  fruit  with  patience.  He  looks  into  the  perfect  law  of  liberty  and 
continueth  therein;  and  beholding,  as  in  a  glass,  the  glory  of  God, is  changed 
into  the  same  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

This  is  the  philosophy  of  the  Christian  life — doctrine  purifying  the  life,  the 
life  as  it  is  purified  so  becoming  more  and  more  fit  for  the  fuller  reception  of 
the  infiuence  of  the  sanctifying  doctrine. 

The  lessons  suggested  and  enforced  by  our  subject  can  be  stated  merely. 

We  learn  the  importance  of  clearly  and  honestly  ascertaining  the  doctrines 
of  Scripture,  of  earnest  faith  in  them,  of  frequent  and  devout  meditation  on 
them,  of  holding  fast  the  form  of  sound  words,  the  importance,  also,  in  this 
view,  of  a  pure  life.  Therefore,  brethren,  whatsoever  things  are  true,  whatso- 
ever things  are  lovely,  think  on  these  things.  Then  shall  we  know  if  we 
follow  on  to  know  the  Lord,  and  the  truth  shall  sanctify  us.  It  converts  the 
soul,  makes  wise  the  simple,  rejoices  the  heart,  enlightens  the  eyes,  endures 
for  ever.  Thus  by  the  interaction  of  these,  the  one  upon  the  other,  doctrine 
on  life  and  life  on  doctrine,  shall  we  be  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the 
saints,  and  at  length  there  shall  be  administered  to  us  an  abundant  entrance 
into  that  kingdom  and  glory. 

J.  M.  L. 

*  See,  for  instance,  D'Aubigne's  History  of  the  Reformation,  vol.  I. 
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THE  SYNOD. 

The  annual  assembly  of  this,  the  Supreme  Court  of  our  Church,  has  just 
been  held  at  Liverpool,  within  Canning  Street  Church.  There  was  a  large 
attendance,  both  of  Ministers  and  Elders  ;  and  though  there  was,  as  usual, 
some  -differences  of  opinion,  and  some  animated  debates,  the  whole  proceed- 
ings were  marked  by  much  good  feeling  amongst  the  members,  and  upon  no 
question  was  it  found  necessary  to  come  to  a  vote. 

The  first  meeting  was  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Monday,  the  15th 
April,  when,  after  sermon  by  the  retiring  Moderator,  the  Rev.  Patrick  L. 
Miller,  of  Newcastle,  the  roll  was  made  up,  and  the  Eev.  James  Blythe,  A.M., 
of  Branton,  Northumberland,  was  unanimously  elected  to  the  chair. 

The  Reports  given  in  on  the  state  of  Religion,  on  the  Home  and  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  Church,  on  the  College  and  Schools,  were  all  encouraging, 
and  were  listened  to  with  much  attention  by  the  members  of  the  court,  as 
well  as  by  the  respectable  audience  generally  in  attendance. 

The  Synod,  under  certain  conditions,  authorized  the  sanction  of  five  new 
charges,  viz.,  two  within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery  of  London,  two  within 
those  of  Lancashire,  and  that  of  Carlisle,  in  Cumberland. 

The  application  from  Exeter  excited  long  and  warm  discussion,  mainly  in 
consequence  of  an  organ  being  used  within  the  church  there,  which  it  was 
proposed  to  assume  ;  in  the  end  the  Synod  agreed  to  remit  the  case  to  the 
Presbytery  of  London,  with  power  to  sanction  the  Exeter  congregation  as  a 
stated  charge,  on  obtaining  an  assurance  that  the  use  of  the  organ  would  be 
discontinued  within  a  reasonable  time. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  a  great  many  members  of  the  Synod  that  the  decision 
in  the  case  of  Cheltenham  in  1858  should  rule  this  of  Exeter ;  and,  as  the 
people  in  the  former  instance  relinquished  their  organ  to  obtain  connection 
with  the  Synod,  and  the  most  satisfactory  results  have  followed,  it  is  sincerely 
to  be  hoped  that  our  friends  at  Exeter  will  follow  the  same  magnanimous 
and  self-denying  course. 

The  Synod  was  favoured  with  deputations  from  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland 
and  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  L'eland,  and  appointed  deputations  in 
return  to  those  churches ;  a  resolution  was  also  passed  expressing  sympathy 
with  the  Free  Church  in  the  Cardross  case. 

A  deputation  was  likewise  appointed  to  the  Synod  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church  that  meets  in  Edinburgh  next  month. 

Besides  the  devotional  services  that  preceded  each  diet,  there  was  a  prayer- 
meeting  in  the  church  every  morning,  from  9  to  10  o'clock,  at  which  the 
Moderator  or  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Welch  presided. 

The  Synod  was  closed  at  2  o'clock  on  Friday,  and  the  next  meeting  was 
appointed  to  be  held  in  London,  on  the  second  Monday  in  Ma}',  1862. 

A  very  brief  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Synod  will  be  found  in 
another  part  of  our  columns. 
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THE  LATE  REV.  DR.  MURRAY. 

It  was  with  deep  sorrow  and  surprise 
that  we  heard  of  the  sudden  death  of  this 
able  and  good  man,  whose  racy  sketches 
— full  of  truth,  and  wisdom,  and  heart— our 
readers  have  often  perused  in  these  columns. 
But  a  few  months  have  passed  away  since  he 
was  amongst  us.  It  was  then  our  privilege  to 
accompany  him,  and  his  equally  devoted 
fellow-traveller,  Geo.  Stewart,  Esq.,  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  their  visits  to  some  of,  to  them, 
the  most  interesting  places  of  the  metropolis 
— to  Smithfield,  the  Field  Lane  Refuge, 
and  the  dark  purlieus  of  St.  Giles's  and  the 
Seven  Dials,  all  of  which  Dr.  Murray  sur- 
veyed with  the  deep  interest  of  a  Christian 
philanthropist.  We  copy  the  following  notice 
of  his  death  from  the  Neio  Yoi^k  Observer : — 

Our  friend  and  correspondent  (Kirwan) 
the  Rev.  Nicholas  Murray,  D.D.,  of  Eliza- 
bethtown,  New  Jersey,  died  at  home,  on 
Monday,  Feb.  4th,  in  the  58th  year  of  his 
age. 

It  is  vain  for  us  to  attempt  to  speak  our 
mingled  feelings  of  astonishment  and  grief, 
as  we  hear  and  repeat  these  sudden  and  dis- 
tressing tidings.    But  a  few  days  since  he 
was  with  us  here,  in  the  fulness  of  health 
and   strength,    overflowing   with   life  and 
buoyant  spirits,  rejoicing  in  the  work  to 
which  he  was  devoted,  and  bidding  fair  to  i 
number  many  useful  years  in  the  Church  j 
and  world.    But  he  is  dead!     Alas!  that  j 
we  must  write  it  in  tears,  he  is  dead,  and  ' 
those  places  that  were  made  pleasant  by  , 
his  genial  humour,  his  vivacious  conversa-  j 
tion,  his  warm,  earnest  tones,  his  animated 
face  and  generous  heart,  his  glowing  piety, 
will  know  him  no  more.  | 

Up  to  Friday  last  he  was  in  his  usual  j 
health.  On  that  day,  after  attending  a  fu- 
neral, he  was  attacked  with  neuralgia  in  ' 
the  chest,  but  with  no  symptoms  that  created 
alarm.  He  was  going  to  Albany  to  spend 
the  Sabbath  with  Dr.  Sprague  (an  annual 
visit),  but  he  was  persuaded  to  abandon 
it.  He  continued  unwell,  but  with  no  ap- 
prehensions of  danger  until  Monday  even- 
ing, when,  just  after  walking  from  one  room 
to  another,  at  ten  o'clock,  a  sudden  change 
came  over  him,  with  faintness,  and  he  knew 
at  once  that  death  was  at  hand.  His  family 
were  around  his  bed.  He  told  them  that  his 
hour  had  come.  He  gave  them  his  dying 
charge ;  prayed  for  each  of  them ;  then 
for  his  church,  for  the  elders  and  indi- 


vidual members ;  and  then,  raising  his 
hands,  pronounced  the  apostolic  benediction 
on  them  all,  and  yielded  up  his  spirit  into 
the  hands  of  his  Redeemer. 

Dr.  Murray  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  of 
Roman  Catholic  parentage.  Coming  to 
this  country  in  his  boyhood,  he  was  in 
youth  converted  in  this  city,  and  devoting 
himself  to  the  Christian  ministry,  he  was 
educated  at  Williams  Collelge,  Mass.,  where- 
he  graduated  in  1826,  and  then  he  studied 
theology  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey.  After 
licensure  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  he 
spent  some  little  time  in  the  service  of  the 
American  Tract  Society.  He  was  first  set- 
tled in  the  ministry  in  Wilkesbarre  and 
Kingston,  Pa.,  and  was  called  to  Eliza- 
bethtown,  where  he  was  installed,  July  23, 
1833. 

Here  he  has  laboured  with  exemplary  dili- 
gence and  great  success  :  having  one  of  the 
largest  churches  and  congregations  in  the 
whole  country,  which  has  prospered  in  all 
its  relations  under  his  faithful  and  able  min- 
istry. Abundant  in  labours  with  his  pen 
and  voice  in  the  service  of  the  Church  at 
large,  and  in  the  advancement  of  every 
noble  work  in  the  community,  a  philanthro- 
pist, patriot,  and  friend,  obedient  to  every 
call,  he  was  nevertheless  first,  and  before  all 
other  things,  a  preacher  and  pastor.  No- 
thing was  allowed  to  interfere  with  his 
regular  and  thorough  preparation  for  the 
pulpit,  and  he  fed  his  flock  with  the  finest 
of  the  wheat,  and  never  went  into  the  sanc- 
tuary with  unbeaten  oil. 

As  a  writer,  he  had  earned  a  reputation 
as  wide  as  the  religious  world.  Many  years 
ago  he  confided  to  us  his  purpose  to  prepare 
a  series  of  papers,  presenting  his  own  per- 
sonal experience  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  and  faith,  the  steps  by  which  he 
was  led  in  early  life  to  forsake  it,  and  rea- 
sons to  induce  others  to  abandon  that  com- 
munion. We  encouraged  the  work,  and 
the  result  was  the  production  of  the  first 
series  of  letters,  signed  Kirwan,  addressed  to 
Bishop  Hughes,  and  published  in  the  New 
York  Observer.  They  arrested  public  at- 
tention. They  were  republished  in  scores 
of  other  newspnpevs.  They  were  then  ga- 
thered into  book  form,  and  more  than  a 
hundred  thousand  copies  sold.  Reprinted 
in  other  lands  and  in  other  languages,  they 
had  a  yet  wider  circulation,  and,  more  im- 
portant still,  they  were  followed  by  great 
results.  Circles  of  Roman  Catholics  were 
formed  to  hear  them  read,  and  many  were 
led  to  renounce  their  church  and  become 
Protestants.  Bishop  Hughes  attempted  to 
reply  to  the  series,  but  broke  down  in  the 
midst  of  it,  and  has  never  resumed  the 
effort. 

These  Kirwan  letters  gave  a  sudden  and 
immense  popularity  to  Dr.  Murray,  as  a 
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writer,  and  he  became  conspicuous  as  one 
of  the  champions  of  Protestantism  in  this 
country.  He  was  called  to  preach  and  speak 
on  the  subject  to  overflowing  audiences  in 
this  city  and  other  parts  of  the  land ;  and 
perhaps  no  man  in  his  church  has  been 
more  frequently  called  upon  to  preach  on 
special  occasions  of  interest  than  he.  Twice 
has  he  visited  Europe,  making  preaching 
tours  through  Ireland,  addressing  crowds 
who  flocked  to  hear  him.  His  last  visit 
after  the  return  of  the  Irish  delegation,  was 
one  of  unexampled  interest,  and  its  incidents 
are  familiar  to  our  readers.  His  letters  and 
series  of  articles  in  the  Observer  have  been 
gathered  into  volumes,  and  are  widely  read. 

We  have  no  time,  and  no  strength  in  this 
sad  hour,  to  enter  upon  any  analysis  of  the 
character  of  our  departed  friend  and  brother. 
The  news  has  broken  upon  us  so  unexpec- 
tedly that  we  are  quite  unprepared  to  do 
more  than  state  these  few  and  incoherent 
facts.  *****       ="=  * 

We  take  the  following  from  a  sermon, 
which  we  have  received  since  the  above  was 
in  type,  preached  on  the  occasion  of  Dr. 
Murray's  death,  by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Sprague  : — 

Under  his  ministry  this  church  has  not 
only  retained  all  its  wonted  intelligence  and 
stability,  its  orderly,  peaceable,  and  earnest 
Christian  spirit,  but  has  been  constantly 
growing  in  numbers  and  influence,  in  zeal, 
in  spirituality,  in  beneficent  activity,  in  de- 
votion to  all  the  great  interests  of  truth  and 
righteousness, — in  everything,  in  short,  that 
enters  essentially  into  the  true  glory  of  a 
church.  Its  present  financial  prosperity  is 
thus  gratefully  recorded  in  a  memorandum 
made  by  Dr.  Murray  on  the  first  day  of  the 
present  year.  "  There  was  a  glorious  meet- 
ing in  the  First  Church  to-day — the  first 
time  in  all  its  history  it  was  declared  to  be 
out  of  debt — with  a  balance  in  the  treasury, 
■with  a  yearly  income  to  meet  all  its  ex- 
penditure, and  about  four  thousand  dollars  in 
funds  for  the  poor  and  to  keep  the  grave- 
yard in  repair."  Rely  on  it  the  v/ork  that 
has  been  done  here  during  the  last  twenty- 
seven  years  and  a  half,  in  awakening  sinners 
and  leading  them  to  Christ,  in  guiding,  and 
quickening,  and  comforting  the  saints,  in 
developing  and  directing  the  energies  of  the 
church,  and  elevating  the  standard  of  (  hris- 
tian  and  benevolent  activity,  is  itself  great 
work ;  far  greater  than,  with  our  present 
limited  views,  it  appears  to  us. 

But  while  this  was  the  more  immediate  field 
of  his  labour,  his  influence,  more  than  that 
of  almost  any  other  man,  pervaded  the  entire 
Presbyterian  Church.  It  was  felt  in  her 
various  Judicatories  and  Boards,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Prince- 
ton, which  he  cherished  with  an  affection 


truly  filial.  Part  of  his  ministry  has  fallen 
into  a  period  of  the  church's  greatest  trial ; 
and  he  lent  his  full  infiuence  to  what  he 
believed  to  be  the  truth  and  the  right,  but  he 
never  yielded  to  a  spirit  of  reckless  crimina- 
tion, nor  sacrificed  charity  even  at  the  altar 
of  faith.  In  almost  every  part  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  he  was  personally  known; 
in  the  "West,  and  the  South-West,  and  the 
South,  there  are  multitudes  who  have  heard 
the  word  of  truth  from  his  lips,  and  among 
them,  no  doubt,  some  who  will  appear  in  the 
judgment  as  seals  of  his  ministry  and  gems 
in  his  crown. 

And  it  were  impossible  that  such  a  man 
as  he  could  live  without  operating  for  good 
outside  of  his  own  immediate  ecclesiastical 
relations.  As  his  mind  was  always  awake, 
both  to  the  good  and  the  evil  involved  in 
passing  events,  he  was  always  on  the  alert  to 
secure  and  advance  the  one,  to  discourage 
and  arrest  the  other.  I  do  not  mean  that 
he  ever  engaged  in  any  enterprise  so  exclu- 
sively worldly  as  to  dishonour,  in  the  least 
degree,  his  sacred  calling ;  but  whenever 
there  was  physical  or  moral  evil  to  be  averted, 
when  there  was  physical  or  moral  good  to 
be  attained,  there  he  was,  willing  to  make 
his  influence  felt ;  and  it  often  was  felt  in 
great  power. 


COXaREGATIOXAL  PRAYEE- 
MEETINaS. 

De.  White,  of  Liverpool,  in  whose  con- 
gregation many  souls  have  been  brought  to 
the  Lord  during  the  past  year,  lately  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  his  people,  proposing  a 
plan  for  District  Congregational  Pi-ayer- 
meetings.  As  it  contains  many  excellent 
suggestions  which  may  be  of  use  to  others, 
we  lay  the  following  portion  of  it  before  our 
readers.  To  many  a  congregation  of  pro- 
fessing Christians  it  may  truly  be  said, 
"Ye  have  not  because  ye  ask  not."  After 
speaking  of  the  privilege  and  importance  of 
prayer.  Dr.  White,  says  : — 

"All  who  call  themselves  Christians, 
who  profess  to  be  redeemed  by  the  blood 
I  of  Jesus,  and  to  be  animated  by  his  Spirit, 
i  who  take  their  seats  at  a  communion  table, 
'  who  feel  that  they  need  grace  to  resist 
temptation,  to  endure  trial,  to  enjoy  privi- 
!  leges,  to  perform  arduous  and  self-denying 
j  duties,  and  w  ho  look  forward  to  be  happy 
j  for  ever  with  their  Eedeemer  in  glory, — all 
such  must  surely  feel  the  absolute  neces- 
j  sity  of  submitting  themselves  to  the  teach- 
j  ing  of  Christ  and  his  Holy  Word.    I  shall 
j  therefore  refrain    from   adding  another 
I  sentence  more  upon  this  part  of  the  subject. 
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There  are  two  kinds  of  Prayer-meetings 
— the  one  to  some  extent  missionary,  to 
gather  in  souls  ;  the  other  encouraging  and 
strengthening,  to  nourish  and  refresh  those 
already  gathered  unto  the  fold  of  the 
church.  It  is  to  the  second  of  these  I  am 
anxious  to  invite  your  attention.  And  we 
may  depend  upon  it,  that  unless  the 
machinery  be  constantly  anointed  with  the 
unction  of  the  Holy  One,  in  answer  to 
believing  prayer,  the  wheels  of  Christian 
enterprise  will  run  heavily  along.  There 
are  already  in  operation  eleven  prayer- 
meetiogs  in  the  bounds  of  the  congrega- 
tion, besides  the  two  public  ones  held  in 
liie  school-room. 

"  This  is  encouraging  so  far  as  it  goes,  at 
the  same  time  we  cannot  conceal  from  our- 
selves that  the  pei'sons connected  with  these 
meetings  are  but  a  mere  fraction  of  the 
communicants  and  seat-holders  in  the 
church.  Some  who  have  these  little 
social  gatherings  in  their  houses,  have  re- 
peatedly informed  me  that  they  would 
regard  their  discontinuance  as  a  calamity 
only  less  to  be  regretted  than  that  of  the 
discontinuance  of  the  public  services  of  the 
house  of  Grod. 

"  THE  TLAN  PEOPOSED. 

"  We  WLsh  to  have  a  systematic  plan,  and 
not  a  mere  momentary  excitement,  that 
from  its  own  heat  and  from  the  want  of 
proper  organisation  will  speedily  bum 
itself  out.  We  wish  to  guard  against  both 
extremes,  on  the  one  hand  of  being  idle 
and  of  doing  nothing,  except  talking  about 
prayer,  and  on  the  other  of  defeating  our 
intentions  by  grasping  at  too  much. 

First,  then,  as  to  the  field  ice  have  to 
T  orkupon. — We  have  about  474  families, 
holding  pews  and  sitthigs  in  the  church, 
and  about  700  communicants.  All  these 
profess  to  be  Christians,  and  have  direct 
connection  with  our  congregation.  We 
should  like  to  see  every  family  and  com- 
municant associated  with  One  prayer- 
meeting.  Only  with  One,  and  to  make  it 
a  matter  of  conscience  and  of  duty  to 
attend  that  regularly,  as  regularly  as  they 
attend  the  House  of  God  on  the  Sabbath, 
or  their  place  of  business  on  the  week  day. 

"  Secondly,  as  to  time. — This  must  be  a 
matter  of  arrangement  and  convenience. 
One  a  week  we  should  suggest  as  most 
natural,  and  each  meeting,  if  possible,  not 
to  extend  beyond  an  hour. 

"  Third,  as  to  the  grov/pivg  of  the  families 
and  the  places  of  meeting. — We  would 
suggest,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done,  that  there 
should  be  ten  families  to  each^society.  That 
the  meetings  should  not  be  held  statedly 
in  the  same  house,  but  go  round  the  whole 
ten,  in  order.  That  the  ten  families  should 
be  taken  from  the  locality,  and  not  be 


composed  of  a  certain  circle  of  friends. 
The  meeting  going  from  house  to 
house  will  excite  a  sort  of  holy  zeal  and 
rivalry  in  each,  that  his  meeting  shall  be  a 
good  one.  Every  one  will  beat  up  for  a 
large  attendance  when  it  comes  his  turn, 
and  rich  and  poor,  who  know  so  little 
about  each  other,  because  they  so  rarely 
meet  each  other,  except  when  their  interests 
are  to  some  extent  antagonistic,  will  now 
meet  at  a  throne  of  grace,  in  prayer  before 
God,  when  all  worldly  distinctions  are 
forgotten  ;  they  will  feel  drawn  together  by 
the  Spirit  of  their  common  Saviour,  and 
they  will  go  away  respecting  each  other 
more,  and  loving  each  other  better. 

Fourth,  as  to  the  mode  of  conducting 
these  meetings. — We  would  suggest  that 
only  those  who  feel  confidence  should  be 
asked  to  engage  in  prayer,  and  that  such 
persons  should  be  known,  in  order  that  the 
timid  and  nervous,  who  will  not  attend  if 
there  be  even  the  possibility  of  their  being 
asked  to  pray,  may  be  able  to  set  their 
minds  at  rest.  This  nervousness  is  as  much 
a  disease  as  a  like  afiection  in  the  physical 
frame,  and  should  be  dealt  with  in  hke 
manner.  It  shovdd  not  only  not  be  en- 
couraged, but  constantly  and  prayerfully 
striven  against.  The  Scriptures  should 
always  be  read  as  the  foundation  of  prayer. 
Praise  should  be  engaged  in  as  an  exercise, 
wherein  every  one  without  fear  can  give 
audible  expression  to  his  and  her  feelings 
before  God  ;  and  as  an  indispensable  re- 
quisite, the  prayers  should  be  as  short  and 
as  numerous  as  possible.  Instead  of  one 
long  prayer,  comprising  everything,  and  a 
second,  and  a  thii'd,  travelling  over  pre- 
cisely the  same  groimd — the  life  and 
interest  of  the  meeting  being  suffered  to 
die  out — we  should  have,  say,  four  prayers, 
each  about  five  minutes  in  length,  but 
certainly  not  more  than  ten  ;  the  first  only 
taking  up  one  or  two  subjects, — the  second 
noting  what  the  first  has  omitted,  and 
again  leaving  topics  for  those  who  are 
to  follow.  In  this  way  nothing  is  for- 
gotten, whilst  the  interest  and  the  variety 
are  kept  up  to  the  end.  I  was  present,  a 
few  days  ago,  where  seven  persons  followed 
each  other  in  prayer,  and  the  time  taken  up 
by  the  seven  was  only  a  minute  or  two 
more  than  half  an  hour. 

"  Fifth,  the  advantages  of  such  a  plan  as 
ive  propose  are  varied,  and  mimerovs.  They 
bring  down  a  direct  blessing  from  a  prayer- 
hearing  God  upon  the  Church  at  large,  the 
congregation,  the  land,  the  world  itself,  as 
well  as  upon  the  persons  engaged  in  them 
and  the  houses  where  they  are  held.  The 
Lord  blessed  the  house  of  Obededom 
because  he  gave  the  ark  shelter  there.  They 
unite  a  congregation.  There  are  also 
special  circumstances  in  each  family  which 
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should  not  be,  and  are  not,  forgotten  in 
prayer  on  such  occasions  ;  and  little  things 
requiring  ministerial  attention  that  are 
OTcrlooked,  just  because  they  are  not  known, 
would  become  known,  be  reported  to  the 
minister  or  elders,  and  be  duly  attended  to. 

"  Sixth,  two  pei'sons  sliould  he  appointed 
to  taJce  the  superintendence  of  each  society, 
to  keep  a  note  of  its  progress,  and  to  report 
to  the  minister  any  cases  of  sickness, 
anxiety,  or  otherwise  requiring  ministerial 
attendance.  Every  one  would  thus  be 
doiug  something,  and  all  striving  together 
for  the  faith  of  the  Gospel. 

"  Seventh,  Salf  Yearly  or  Quarterly 
Meetings  should  he  held  for  mutual  counsel 
ivith  each  other,  to  make  any  alterations  in 
the  plan,  which  practical  experience  would 
doubtless  suggest,  to  report  any  instances 
of  good  done,  and  generally  to  encourage 
each  other  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

"  Such,  my  dear  friends,  is  our  plan. 
When  I  consider  Avho  and  what  we  are, — 
our  TOWS,  our  obligations,  our  hopes  and 
prospects  hereafter,  as  well  as  our  duties, 
trials,  and  temptations  here — I  cannot,  for 
a  single  moment,  allow  myself  to  think 
that  any  who  can  say,  '  I  am  not  my  own, 
I  am  bought  with  a  price,  therefore  I  must 
glorify  my  God  in  my  body  and  my  spirit, 
which  are  his,' — I  cannot  suppose  that  any 
man  or  woman,  able  and  willing  to  say 
this,  will  tell  me  (in  the  midst  not  only  of 
the  sins,  but  of  the  harassing  toils  and 
lawful  engagements  of  the  world,  to  which 
every  one  of  us  is  exposed  between  vSabbath 
and  Sabbath)  that  one  hour  in  the  week, 
devoted  to  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  praise, 
and  prayer,  will  be  either  unprofitable  to 
us,  unnecessary  for  us,  or  a  burthen 
upon  us. 

"  I  am  aware  that  the  aggregate  of  the 
hours  devoted  to  religious  meetings  may, 
together,  be  four  or  five  in  the  week.  Have 
you  ever  calculated  the  aggregate  of  the 
hours  Jesus  gave  for  you  ?  How  many 
you  yourselves  will  give  to  him  wlien  in 
Heaven,  if  you  should  reach  it  ?  How 
many  you  now  give  to  the  world  ?  Be- 
sides, I  find  objections  of  this  kind  proceed 
usually  not  from  such  as  attend  all  these 
meetings,  but  from  those  who,  except  in 
rare  instances,  attend  none  of  them.  None 
of  us  will  regret  we  attended  too  many 
meetings  for  prayer  when  we  come  to  die, 
that  is,  if  we  have  attended  in  the  right 
spirit. 

"  The  matter  is  now  affectionately  and 
prayerfully  submitted  to  you,  and  to  each 
of  you,  begging  that  as  many  as  feel  dis- 
posed at  once  to  accede  to  the  proposal  will 
return  the  annexed  blank  form,  duly  filled 
up,  on  or  before  next  Lord's-day.  If  the 
Lord  permit,  I  shall  take  the  opportunity, 
as  early  as  possible,  of  seeing  you  all  at 


your  own  houses,  and  of  speaking  with  you 
on  the  subject.  But  three  months,  at 
least,  will  be  required  to  visit  the  congre- 
gation. We  must  not  suspend  the  work 
till  then !  Let  those  favom'ably  disposed 
at  once  return  their  papers,  others  will 
doubtless  come  in  afterwards.  A  meeting 
will  be  held  immediately  after  the  day  fixed 
for  the  return  of  the  forms,  and  by  God's 
help,  the  plan  be  proceeded  with,  subject  to 
such  alterations  as  may  be  agreed  on. 

"  We  ask  you  for  your  presence  for  one 
hour  in  each  week,  and  for  your  house  for 
one  hour  once  in  ten  weeks,  as  your  turn 
comes  round,  and  if  the  spirit  of  grace  will 
only  direct  us  all  to  look  at  the  proposal  in 
the  light  of  our  dangers,  our  duties,  our 
trials,  our  privileges,  and  of  eternity,  I  have 
no  fears  as  to  the  result." 


THE  LOVED  ONE  GONE. 

A  LIGHT  is  from  our  household  gone, 

A  voice  we  loved  is  stilled — 
A  place  is  vacant  on  our  hearth 

Which  never  can  be  filled. 
A  gentle  heart  that  throbbed  but  now, 

With  tenderness  and  love. 
Has  hushed  its  weary  throbbings  here 

To  throb  in  bliss  above. 
Yes !  to  the  home  where  angels  are 

Her  trusting  soul  has  fled, 
And  yet  we  bend  above  her  tomb, 

With  tears,  and  call  her  dead — 
We  call  her  dead,  but  ah  !  we  know 

She  dwells  where  living  waters  flow. 

We  miss  thee  from  our  home,  dear  one  ; 

We  miss  thee  from  thy  place  ; 
Oh !  life  will  be  so  dark  without 

The  sunshine  of  thy  face. 
We  wait  for  thee  at  eve's  dark  hour, 

When  stars  begin  to  burn  ; 
We  linger  in  our  cottage-porch, 

To  look  for  thy  return ; 
But  vainly  for  thy  coming  step 

We  list  through  all  the  hours ; 
We  only  hear  the  wind's  low  voice 

That  murmurs  through  the  flowers, 
And  the  dark  river's  solemn  hymn, 
Sweeping  among  the  woodlands  dim. 

The  bird  you  loved  is  singing  yet 

Above  our  cottage  door  ; 
We  sigh  to  hear  it  singing  now. 

Since  heard  by  thee  no  more. 
The  sunshine  and  the  trembling  leaves, 

The  blue  o'erarching  sky, 
The  music  of  the  wandering  winds, 

That  float  in  whispers  hy — 
All  speak  in  tender  tones  to  me 
Of  all  life's  parted  hours  and  thee. 
I  do  not  see  thee  no^v,  dear  one, 

I  do  not  see  thee  now  ; 
But  ever  when  the  twilight  breeze 

Steals  o'er  my  lifted  brow, 
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I  hear  thy  voice  upon  my  ear, 

In  murmurs  low  and  soft — 
I  hear  thy  words  of  tenderness 

That  I  have  heard  so  oft. 
And  on  my  wounded  spirit  falls 

A  blessing  from  above. 
That  whispers,  though  thy  life  is  o'er, 

We  have  not  lost  thy  love  : 
Ah  !  no  ;  thy  heart,  in  death  grown  cold, 
Still  loves  us  with  a  love  untold. 


JESUS  OUE  EXAMPLE. 

"Christ  also  suffered  for  us,  leaving  us  an  ex- 
ample that  ye  should  follow  his  steps." — 1  Peter 
ii.  21. 

Eeligiox  is  constantly  suffering  from 
the  conduct  of  its  professors.  They  do  not 
put  off  the  old  man  with  his  deeds,  neither 
do  they  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after 
God  is  created  in  righteousness  and  true 
holiness.  They  profess  to  look  to  Christ 
as  a  Saviour,  but  they  do  not  take  Christ 
for  their  example.  But  these  things  must 
not  be  divided.  He  who  died  for  our  sins 
set  us  also  an  example  that  we  should  fol- 
low in  his  steps.  Christ  alone  should  be 
our  standard,  and  likeness  to  him  should 
be  our  aim.  We  are  only  so  far  Chris- 
tianised as  we  are  like  Christ.  He  says, 
"  Learn  of  me.' '  Not  only  learn  by  my  teach- 
ing, bvit  learn  by  my  life.  Do  as  ye  see  me 
do ;  act  as  ye  see  me  act.  The  life  of  Jesus  is 
the  model  after  which  the  Holy  Spirit 
works.  As  the  Spuut  o?  Christ,  his  work  is 
to  conform  us  to  Christ.  And  under  his 
teaching  and  assistance,  it  should  be  our 
daily  aim  to  resemble  Christ  in  our  temper, 
disposition,  and  general  deportment.  Am 
I  called  to  suffer  ?  Let  me  ask,  "  How  did 
Christ  suffer  ?  "  And  then  seek  grace  to 
suffer  just  as  he  did.  Am  I  called  to  work 
for  God  ?  Let  me  ask,  "  How  did  Christ 
work?"  And  then  pray  for  grace,  that 
I  may  work  just  as  Jesus  did.  And  so  of 
all  the  rest,  that  my  life  may  be  a  reflection 
of  the  life  of  Christ,  and  that  in  my  con- 
duct I  may  in  some  degree  reproduce  the 
conduct  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  No  one  can 
tell  how  nearly  he  may  be  conformed  to 
the  hfe  of  Jesus,  if  he  makes  this  his  con- 
stant prayer  and  habitual  aim.  Grace  can 
do  wonders,  and  God  giveth  more  grace. 
Vc  are  not  now  what  we  were  once,  and 
vc  may  become  very  much  more  like  to 
Jesus  than  we  are  now.  Holy  Spirit,  make 
us  just  like  our  beloved  Lord  ! 

I  have  given  you  an  example,  that  ye  should 
do  as  I  have  done."— JoHif  xiii.  15. 


ALL  HAVE  INFLUENCE. 
Do  not  say  you  have  no  influence. 


All 


have  some.    A  gentleman,  lecturing  in  the 


neighbourhood  of  London,  said : — "  Every- 
body has  influence,  even  that  child,"  point- 
ing to  a  little  girl  in  her  father's  arms. 
"That's  true!"  cried  the  man.  At  the 
close  he  said  to  the  lecturer,  "  I  beg  your 
pardon,  sir,  but  I  could  not  help  speaking. 
I  was  a  drunkard  ;  but,  as  I  did  not  like 
to  go  to  the  public-house  alone,  I  used  to 
carry  this  child.  As  I  approached  the 
public-house  one  night,  hearing  a  great 
noise  inside,  she  said,  'Don't  go,  father!' 
'  Hold  your  tongue,  ch.ild.'  '  Please  father, 
don't  go!'  'Hold  your  tongue,  I  say.' 
Presently  I  felt  a  big  tear  fall  on  my  cheek. 
I  could  not  go  a  step  farther,  sir.  I  turned 
round  and  went  home,  and  have  never  been 
in  a  public-house  since,  thank  God  for  it. 
I  am  now  a  happy  man,  sh',  and  this  little 
girl  has  done  it  all ;  and  when  you  said 
that  even  she  had  influence,  I  could  not  help 
saying  : — '  That's  true,  sir.'  All  have  in- 
fluence." 


"TO  WHOM  MUCH  IS  GIVEN." 

I  HATE  seen  Laura  Bridgman,  whom 
God  sent  into  this  world  without  sight, 
hearing,  or  the  power  of  speech.  She  could 
see  nothing,  hear  nothing,  ask  nothing. 
To  her,  the  very  thunder  has  ever  been 
silence,  and  the  sun  blackness.  The  tips  of 
her  fingers  and  the  palms  of  her  hands  have 
been  her  eyes  and  tongue.  Yet  that  poor 
sickly  girl  knows  much  of  the  earth,  and 
language,  and  numbers  ;  of  human  relation- 
ships and  passions  ;  of  what  is,  has  been, 
shall  be,  should  be  ;  of  sin,  and  death,  and 
hell ;  of  God,  and  Christ,  and  heaven.  And 
all  this  has  gone  through  the  poor  child's 
slender  fingers,  darkly  feeling  the  fingers  of 
another ;  and  thus  she  tells  her  hopes,  and 
fears,  and  sorrows.  And  if  she,  groping  so 
blindly  for  the  Saviour,  finds  him,  and 

rests  her  weak  hands  on  his  lowly  head  

that  blessed  head  whicli  bows  lowly  enough 
even  for  this— O,  how  will  she  rise  up  in 
judgment  and  condemn  with  utter  over- 
whelming, you,  O  sinners !  upon  whose 
soul  every  sense  is  pouring  the  knowledge 
of  God,  while  your  eyes  read  his  Holy 
Word,  and  your  ears  hear,  a  thousand 
times  over,  these  tidings  of  great  joy, — 
even  the  {^dorious  Gospel  of  the  blessed 
God  I— Dr.  Koge. 


A  SAD  (TEUE)  STOEY. 

The  following  striking  incident  is 
related  in  the  second  series  of  Dr. 
John  Brown's  "  Horte  Subsecivre  "  : — 

''Hugh  Miller,  the  geologist,  jour- 
nalist, and  man  of  genius,  was  sitting 
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in  his  newspaper  office  late  one  dreary 
winter  night.  The  clerks  had  all  left, 
and  he  was  preparing  to  go,  when  a 
quick  rap  came  to  the  door.  He  said 
'  Come  in,'  and  looking  towards  the 
entrance,  saw  a  little  ragged  child,  all 
wet  with  sleet.  'Are  ye  Hugh  !Miller?' 
'  Yes.'  '  Mary  Duff  wants  ye.'  '  "What 
does  she  want?'  '  She's  deein'  (dying). 
Some  misty  recollection  of  the  name 
made  him  at  once  set  out,  and,  with 
his  well-known  plaid  and  stick,  he  was 
soon  striding  after  the  child,  who 
trotted  through  the  now-deserted 
High  Street  into  the  Canon^ate.  By 
the  time  he  got  to  the  old  Playhouse 
Close,  Hugh  had  revived  his  memory 
of  Mary  Duff,  a  lively  girl,  who  had 
been  bred  up  beside  him  in  Cromarty. 
The  last  time  he  had  seen  her  was  at 
a  brother  mason's  marriage,  where 
Mary  was  '  best  maid,'  and  he  was 

*  best  man.'  He  seemed  still  to  see 
her  bright,  young,  careless  face,  and 
to  hear  her  bantering,  merry  tongue. 
Down  the  close  went  the  ragged  little 
woman,  and  up  an  outside  stair,  Hugh 
keeping  near  her  with  difficulty.  Find- 
ing her  way  like  a  cat  through  the 
darkness,  she  opened  a  door,  and  say- 
ing '  That's  her,'  vanished.  By  the 
light  of  a  dying  fire  he  saw  lying  in 
the  corner  of  the  large  empty  room 
something  like  a  woman's  clothes,  and 
on  drawing  nearer  became  aware  of 
a  thin,  pale  face  and  two  dark  eyes 
looking  keenly  but  helplessly  upon 
him.  The  eyes  were  plainly  Mary 
Duff's,  though  he  could  recognise  no 
other  feature.  She  wept  silently,  gaz- 
ing steadily  at  liim.  'Are  you  Mary 
Duff?'  'It's  a'  that's  o'  me,  Hugh.' 
She  then  tried  to  speak  to  him,  some- 
thing plainly  of  great  urgency,  but  she 
couldn't ;  and  seeing  that  she  was  verj- 
ill,  and  was  making  herself  worse,  he 
put  half-a-crown  into  her  feverish  hand, 
and  said  he  would  call  again  in  the 
morning.  He  could  get  no  informa- 
tion about  her  from  the  neighbours, 
they  were  surly  or  asleep.  When  he 
returned  next  morning  the  little  girl 
met  him  at  the  stair-head,  and  said, 

*  She's  dead.'  He  went  in,  and  found 
that  it  was  true  :  there  she  lay,  the 
fire  out,  her  face  placid,  and  the  like- 
ness to  her  maiden  self  restored.  Hugh 
thought  he  would  have   known  her 


now,  even  with  those  bright  black  eyes 
closed    as    they  were   in  cBternum. 
Seeking  out  a  neighbour,  he  said  he 
would  like  to  bury  Mary  Duff,  and 
arranged  for  the  funeral  with  an  un- 
dertaker in  the  close.    Little  seemed 
to  be  known  of  the  poor  outcast,  ex- 
cept that  she  was  a  '  licht,'  or,  as 
Solomon  would  have  said,  '  a  strange 
woman.'   '  Did  she  drink?'  '  Whiles.' 
On  the  day  of  the  funeral  one  or  two 
residents  in  the  close  accompanied  him 
to  the  Canongate   churchyard.  He 
observed  a  decent-looking  little  old 
woman  watching  them,  and  following 
at  a  little  distance,  though  the  day 
was  wet  and  bitter.    After  the  grave 
;  was  filled,  and  he  had  taken  off  his 
I  hat,  as  the  men  finished  their  business 
j  by  putting  on  and  slapping  the  sod, 
i  he  saw  this   old  woman  remaining, 
j  She  came  up  and,  curtseying,  said, 
! '  Ye  would  ken  that  lass,  sir?'    '  Yes, 
'  I  knew  her  when  she  was  young.'  The 
j  woman  then  burst  into  tears,  and  told 
!  Hugh  that  she  '  keepit  a  bit  shop  at 
;  the  close  mouth,  and  Mary  dealt  wi' 
me,  and  ay  paid  regular,  and  I  was 
^  feared  she  was  dead,  for  she  had  been 
I  a  month  owing  me  half-a-crown  and 
then,  with  a  look  and  voice  of  awe,  she 
I  told  him  how,  on  the  night  he  was  sent 
:  for,  and  immediately  after  he  had  left, 
,  she  had  been  awakened  by  some  one 
in  her  room,  and  by  her  bright  fire — 
for  she  was  a  bei7i  (comfortable)  well- 
to-do  body — she  had  seen  the  wasted, 
dying  creature,  who  came  forward  and 
said,  '  Wasn't  it  half-a-crown?'  'Yes.' 
'There  it  is;'  and  putting  it  under 
the  bolster,  vanished.   Alas  !  for  Mary 
Duff;  her  career  had  been  a  sad  one 
since  the  day  when  she  stood  side  by 
side  with  Hugh  at  the  wedding  of 
their  friends.    Her  father  died  not 
long  after,  and  her  mother,  the  widow, 
supplanted  her  in  the  aflections  of  the 
man  to  whom  she  had  given  her  heart. 
The   shock  was   overwhelming,  and 
made  home   intolerable.    Mary  fled 
from  it  blighted  and  embittered,  and 
after  a  life  of  ehame  and  sorrow,  crept 
into  the  corner  of  her  wretched  garret 
to  die,  deserted  and  alone  ;  giving  evi- 
dence in  her  latest  act,  that  honesty 
had  survived  amid  the  wreck  of  nearly 
every  other  virtue." 
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EEPOET  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS  COMMITTEE. 

TIlc  folloioing  Beport  ivas  2?resented  to  the  Synod  at  its  recent  Meeting  at 

Liverpool. 

CHINA.  wards  the  inhabitants  of  China,  or  in  its 

relation  to  the  measures  by  which  it  has 
At  Tien-tsin,  on  the  26th  of  June,  1858,  been  brought  about,  or  to  the  time  when  it 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Queen  of  Great  has  been  realised,  it  is  evident  that  it  lays 
Britain  and  the  Emperor  of  China  agreed  upon    the  British    churches    one   of  the 
upon  and  concluded  a  treaty,  of  which  the  gravest  responsibilities  which  it  is  possible 
eighth  article  was  in  these  terms  ;   "  The  for  them  to  carry.    We  cannot  contemplate 
Christian  religion,  as  professed  by  Protest-  it  without  rising  to  the  conviction  that  it  is 
ants  or  Roman  Catholics,  inculcates  the  the  voice  of  Providence  proclaiming  that 
practice  of  virtue,  and  teaches  man  to  do  as  the  mysterious  barriers,  which  have  hitherto 
he  would  be  done  by.    Persons  teaching  divided  them  from  a  people  almost  as  much 
or  professing  it,  therefore,  shall  be  entitled  cut  off  in  sympathy  from  every  other  people 
to  the  protection  of  the  Chinese  authorities  ;  as  if  their  lot  had  been  cast  in  a  distant 
nor  shall  any  such,  peaceably  pursuing  their  planet,  have  been  broken  down,  and  bidding 
calling,  and  not  offending  against  the  law,  them  gird   themselves  with  wisdom,  and 
be  persecuted  or  interfered  with."  Although  zeal,  and  strength    for  carrying   to  that 
that  provision,  like  all  the  others  in  the  people  the  message  of  Divine  mercy,  so  that 
treaty,  was  dependent  on  the  exchange  of  they  may  no  longer,  in  spite  of  their  ancient 
ratifications  at  Pekin,   within  a  year  from  institutions  and  civilization,  their  arts  and 
the  day  of  signature,  it  was  naturally  re-  education,  form  one  of  the  darkest  depths 
ceived  with  gladness  by  all  the  friends  of  of  heathendom,  but  may  become  as  the 
religious  liberty,  and  was  regarded  as  laying  garden  of  the  Lord,  shining  forth  in  the 
a  good  foundation  for  the  belief  that  China  i  light,  and  purity,  and  joy  of  the  Gospel, 
was  at  last  opened,  in  thg  length  of  it,  and      In  the  view  of  what  has  thus  transpired, 
the  breadth  of  it,  to  the  introduction  of  the  it  is  impossible  for  the  Foreign  Mission 
glorious  G-ospel  of  the  blessed  God.  But  the  Committee  not  to  feel  increased  satisfaction 
joy  thereby  awakened  was  chilled,  the  hopes  that  this  church  had  been  led  to  plant  its 
thereby  excited  were  shaken,  and  the  mis-  first  Missions  in  China,  and  that  it  has  the 
sionary  enterprises  thereby  encouraged  were  advantage  of  fourteen  years'  experience  to 
curtailed  and  put  In  jeopardy,  through  the  assist  in  maturing  its  plans,  and  quickening 
breach  of  friendly  relations  between  Great  its  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  enlarged  territory 
Britain  and  China,  occasioned  by  the  act  of ;  that  now  lies  before  it.     The  Committee 
the  garrison   at  Ta-ku,   in   June,    1858.  ,  have  not  yet  met  the  fresh  call  addressed  to 
Happily,  however,  that  breach   has  been  ,  them  from  that  land,  by  sending  out  more 
repaired,  and  the  misunderstanding  arising  1  labourers.    But  in  view  of  that  call  they 
out  of  it  has  been  removed.    For,  on  the  addressed  a  special  letter  to  the  missionaries, 
24th  of  October,  1860,  a  Convention  was  directing  their   attention  to  the  Chinese 
signed  between  the  Governments  of  Groat,  insurgents,  asking  them,  if  they  saw  it  to  be 
Britain  and  China,  bringing  the  Treaty  of  their  duty,  to  send  one  of  their  number  to 
1858,  subject  to  certain  moditications,  none  I  visit  the   insurgents,  and    labour  among 
of  which  affect  its  eighth  article,  into  im-  i  them ;  and  conveying  the  assurance  that  his 
mediate  operation.     Hence,  with  such  a  |  vacant  place  would  be  filled  up  by  another 
guarantee  for  liberty  of  conscience,  and  for  missionary  from  home,  for  whose  mainte- 
exemption  from  disturbance,  or  molestation,  :  nance  a  friend  had  guaranteed  the  lequisite 
or  civil  injury,  on  the  part  of  those  who  may  1  sum.     And  they  rejoice  that,  during  the 
embrace  and  avow  Christianity,  and  with  j  past  year  the  Eev.  Messrs.  Swanson  and 
authority  to  British  subjects  to  travel,  under  j  Mackenzie  have  joined  the  brethren  already 
passports,  to  all  parts  of  the  interior  of ,  on  that  distant   field.     They    arrived  at 
China,  there  now  stands  before  the  churches  \  Shanghai  on  the  2nd  of  June  last,  when  that 
of  Christ  in  this  land,  the  marvellous  and  i  city  was  panic-struck  by  the  movements  of 
long-looked-for  fact  of  a  door  of  access  for  1  the  insurgent  forces.  After  much  profitable 
them  to  the  widest  mission-field  on  the  face  I  intercourse  with  the   missionaries  located 
of  the  earth.    Whether  that  single  fact  be  I  there,  and  observation  of  the  manners  and 
looked  at  in  its  own  vast  significance  to-  '  religious  life  of  the  Chinese,  they  proceeded 
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to  Anioy,  their  appointed  desstination,  which  ! 
they  reached  early  in  July,  and  where  they 
received  a  most  cordial  welcome,  on  the 
very  day  when  the  monthly  concert  for 
prayer  afforded  the  Christian  community  of 
that  town  an  opportunity  of  givino;  luiiled 
thanks  to  Grod  for  the  way  by  which  he  had 
led  them  thither.  Their  direct  means  of 
usefulness  since  then  have  been  necessarily 
very  limited,  as  their  time  has  been  almost 
exclusively  devoted  to  the  acquisition  of  the 
language,  a  duty  which  the  Committee  never 
fail  to  impress  upon  those  whom  they  send 
forth,  as  of  the  very  first  importance,  being, 
in  fact,  essential  to  nearly  every  step  in 
their  progress  as  preachers  of  the  Gospel. 
As  they  have  entered  upon  this  task  with 
painstaking  energy,  and  have  had  the  usual 
facilities  for  mastering  it,  there  is  good 
reason  to  believe  that  they  will  soon  con- 
ciliate the  attention,  and  reach  the  under- 
standing of  the  Chinese  by  declaring  to 
them  in  their  own  tongue  the  wonderful 
works  of  God. 

Of  the  other  brethren  who  have  preceded 
them,  the  Committee  would  fail  in  their 
duty  if  they  did  not  take  this  opportunity  of 
testifying  that  they  have  been,  as  heretefore, 
abundant  in  their  labours,  that  they  have 
prosecuted  their  labours  with  their  wonted 
wisdom  and  fidelity,  and  that  the  past  year 
has  given  to  all  the  departments  of  their 
work  manifest  indications  of  progress 
and  strength.  It  cannot  be  forgotten  that, 
even  in  the  most  favourable  circumstances, 
they  are  surrounded  with  difficulties  which 
cannot  be  adequately  appreciated  at  home, 
and  that  they  must,  therefore,  be  content  to 
endure  hardness,  and  to  combine  the  work 
of  faith  with  the  patience  of  hope,  even  with 
the  long  patience  of  the  husbandman  who 
waiteth  for  the  precious  fruit  of  the  earth 
until  he  receive  the  early  and  the  latter  rain. 
Neither  can  the  Church  have  failed  to  notice 
that  they  have  recently  had  repeated  trials 
in  the  shape  of  obstacles  vs'antonly,  and  in 
some  cases,  violently,  thrown  in  their  way 
from  without,  and  in  the  shape  of  some 
defects  iu  the  principles  and  conduct  of  a 
few  whom  they  had  gathered  into  the  visible 
Church.  Nevertheless,  they  have  been  con- 
stant and  steadfast.  And  whether  preaching 
in  the  appointed  places  of  public  concourse, 
in  the  streets,  by  the  wayside,  in  villages,  in 
populous  cities,  in  regions  where  the  word 
of  truth  and  life  has  never  been  knov/n,  or 
taking  the  oversight  of  the  infant  churches 
they  have  formed  in  the  midst  of  the  breth- 
ren, they  have  not  only  been  defended  from 
danger,  but  have  found  a  considerable  dis- 
position to  hear  the  Gospel,  have  been 
received,  to  a  large  extent,  with  pacific  and 
kindly  feelings,  have  been  sought  out  by 
many  desirous  of  learning  the  way  of  God 
more  perfectly,  have  frequently  administered 


the  Sacraments  of  Baptism  and  the  Lord's 
Supper,  have  corrected  errors  and  defects 
incidental  to  persons  who  have  just  emerged 
from  the  darkness  and  depravity  of  heathen- 
ism, and  have  seen  the  converts  of  righteous- 
ness established  in  the  faith,  and  growing  in 
grace  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  So  that,  looking  generally  at  the 
equipment  and  internal  condition  of  the 
China  Mission,  the  Committee  feel  that  it 
was,  perhaps,  never  more  efficient  and 
promising  than  now,  and  that  the  manifold 
tokens  of  the  Divine  favour  attending  it 
call  for  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of 
the  Church  at  home,  and  for  sustained,  yea, 
greatly  enlarged,  exertions  on  its  behalf. 

From  an  early  period  in  the  history  of 
this  mission,  Amoy  has  been  its  chief  seat. 
During  the  whole  or  parts  of  the  bygone 
year  it  has  been  occupied  by  the  Rev. 
Messrs  Burns,  Douglas,  Grant,  Swanson, 
and  Mackenzie.  These  are  aided  in  their 
work  by  Dr.  Carnegie,  a  medical  mis- 
sionary sent  out  by  friends  in  Scotland, 
towards  whose  support  the  Committee,  along 
with  the  London  Missionary  Society,  and 
the  American  Mission,  contributes  the  sum 
of  jg50  per  annum.  In  that  city,  our  mis- 
sionaries, and  the  brethren  from  other 
churches,  with  whom  they  act  much  in 
common,  have  long  had  an  open  door,  even 
in  the  face  of  many  adversaries.  There 
also  they  have  received  many  seals  of  their 
ministry,  and  brought  the  company  of  them 
that  believed  into  the  fellowship  and  goodly 
order  of  Christ's  house.  The  harmony  that 
has  subsisted  between  them  and  their  fellow- 
labourers  continues  till  this  day.  Their 
opportunities  of  holding  forth  the  Word  of 
Life  are  as  ample  and  encouraging  as  ever. 
And  as  a  token  that  they  are  not  labouring 
in  vain,  it  may  be  mentioned,  that,  on  a  late 
communion  there,  as  many  as  eight  persons 
from  the  bondage  of  idolatry  were  admitted 
by  the  American  brethren  to  the  Lord's 
table  for  the  first  time. 

Important  as  Amoy  is  as  a  circle  within 
which  our  missionaries  may  labour,  it  is 
probably  still  more  important  as  a  centre 
from  which  they  may  go  forth  on  their 
evangelistic  enterprise.  The  dialect  spoken 
in  it  prevails  throughout  the  extensive  pro- 
vince of  Fuh-Kien.  There  is  easy  access 
from  it  by  coast  and  river  to  a  prodigious 
population  in  neighbouring  towns  and  vil- 
lages :  and  many  other  circumstances  mark 
it  out  as  eminently  fitted  to  be  the  head- 
quarters of  a  mission  directed  to  the  neces- 
sitous regions  beyond  it.  In  this  light  our 
missionaries  have  ever  regarded  it  :  and 
they  have  eagerly  taken  advantage  of  every 
opportunity  which  their  residence  in  that 
spot  afforded  them,  of  stretching  forth  with 
the  Gospel  message,  and  striving  to  push 
further  back  the  borders  of  heathen  dark- 
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ness.  During  the  past  year  especially,  have 
they  gone  forth  to  new  posts  of  observation, 
scattering  wherever  they  went  the  good  seed 
of  the  Word,  and  opening  up  to  the  view  of 
the  Church  the  wide  fields  that  are  white 
unto  the  harvest.  In  some  of  the  places 
they  have  thus  had  occasion  to  visit,  special 
signs  of  blessing  have  attended  them.  Ac- 
cordingly these  places  have  come  under 
their  peculiar  care,  and  been  recognized  as 
stations  for  the  periodical  preaching  of  the 
Gospel,  and  the  pastoral  guiding  and  nur- 
turing of  the  newly-found  members  of 
Christ's  flock.  They  are  Pechnia,  Bay-pay, 
Khang-khan,  Auhai,  and  Eniung-kang.  An 
idea  of  what  has  been  done  at  these  stations 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following  state- 
ment of  results  given  in  a  letter  recently 
received  from  the  Rev.  Carstairs  Douglas, 
He  says,  of  professed  believers  under  their 
special  care, 

''At  FecTinia  and  Bay-pay^ 

From  May,  1854,  to  Dec.  1860,  bap- 
tized in  all    77 

Of  these  there  have  died    13 

gone  to  Singapore    2 

been  excommunicated   2 

Names  still  on  the  roll    60 

Of  these,  under  suspension    5 

in  full  communion    55 

"  The  five  under  suspension  belong,  four 
to  Bay-pay,  and  one  to  Pechnia. 

"  Bay-pay  was  at  first  tcd  out-station  from 
Pechnia,  as  Khang-khan  is  now  an  out- 
station  from  Bay-pay.  All  the  Khang-khan 
members  have  been  baptized  at  Bay-pay, 
just  as  at  first  many  of  the  Bay-pay  mem- 
bers were  received  at  Pechnia.  Thus  the 
total  number  of  adults  baptized  at  Pechnia 
from  the  first  is  fifty,  and  at  Bay-pay  twenty- 
seven  ;  but  those  who  are  still  on  the  roll 
connected  with  the  three  stations  are, 


Pechnia 
Bay-pay 
Khang-khan 
Auhai  . . . 


"Out  of  the  sixty-seven  members,  seven- 
teen have  been  baptized  in  the  year  1860. 
Pray  that  this  may  be  only  the  earnest 
of  more  abundant  grace  in  the  year  now 
begun." 

Writing  still  later,  on  the  23rd  January, 
Mr.  Douglas  says, 

"  Last  Sabbath,  I  baptized  one  man  and 
three  women  at  Auhai ;  the  average  age  of 
the  four  is  sixty-nine.    The  old  man  is 
father  of  one  of  those  last  baptized  ;  one  old 
j  woman  is  mother  of  two  of  the  first-fruits  ; 

the  other  two  old  women  are  from  a  village 
I  nearly  a  mile  from  the  chapel ;  during  the 
week  of  special  prayer  three  old  women  had 
i  been  regularly  present  everyday.  These  three 
I  are  the  first  women  baptized  at  Auhai.  In 
the  afternoon  the  death  of  the  Lord  was 
j  showed  forth  for  the   first   time   in  that 
region  ;  the  eleven  Auhai  members,  along 
I  with  the  assistants,  and  the  Christian  boat- 
I  men,  made  up  a  good  little  company." 
I     If  these  things  are  evidences  of  a  work  of 
I  grace,  they  are  proofs  that  the  Word  of  the 
I  Lord  is  having  free  course,  and  being  glo- 
I  rifled  in  the  distant  land  to  which  this 
!  Church  has  had  the  privilege  of  sending  it ; 
I  if  they  are  sure  signs  that  the  hearts  of  the 
■  Chinese  are  open  to  the  appeals  of  the  Gos- 
pel, and  yearning  after  the  peace  which 
the  Gospel  conveys,  they  are  more  than  a 
j  recompense  for  all  that  this  Church  has  ex- 
pended  on  its  missionary  undertakings,  and 
'  they  are  as  certainly  stimulus  to  its  renewted 
exertion,  as  they  are  to  its  eye  of  faith  the 
cheering  harbingers  of  the  time  when  all 
China  will  be  the  Lord's,  when  its  vast 
influence  of  intellect  and  conscience,  of  art, 
and  literature,  and  law,  and  manners,  will 
be  pervaded  and  sanctified  by  pure  and  un- 
defiled  religion. 

Next  to  Amoy,  as  a  leading  post  adopted 
by  the  Committee,  is  Swatow.    During  the 
{  past  year  it  has  divided  with  Amoy  and  Foo- 
j  chow  the  labours  of  the  Rev.  William  C. 
i  Burns,  who,  in  addition  to  his  other  services 
I  on  its  behalf,  has  completed  a  collection  of 
nineteen  hymns  into  the  colloquial  form  of 
the  dialect  of  the  department  of  Tie-cliew. 


Total  on  the  roll  at  these  four  stations  67 

Three  of  the  Auhai  members  were  baptized 
on  the  last  Sabbath  of  the  year. 

"  At  our  fifth  station,  Emung-kang,  we 
have  as  yet  no  members  to  report,  as  the  place 
has  been  opened  so  very  recently,  and  the 
nucleus  of  a  congregation  there  consists  of 
members  of  the  Amoy  church,  under  the 
care  of  our  American  brethren. 

"  Since  these  returns  were  made  up,  the 
Pechnia  church  has,  on  the  3rd  of  January, 
met  with  another  loss  in  the  departure  of 
the  mother  of  Bu-lict.  She  was  a  woman  of 
most  decided  Christian  character,  and  her 
end  was  peace. 


to  which  it  belc 


igs. 


In  the  language  of 


Mr.  Burns,  "  It  («.  e.  Swatow)  is  a  field 
almost  proverbially  abandoned  to  idolatry 
and  sin."    In  the  language  of  Mr.  Smith, 
who  has  occupied  it,  and  been  for  some  time 
the  only  European  resident  in  the  city,  the 
department  in  which  it  stands,  '  presents 
j  one  of  the  most  compact,  most  populous, 
'  and    most    necessitous   mission-fields  in 
j  China."   By  the  consent  of  other  witnesses, 
'  it  appears  to  be  one  of  the  most  unkindly 
!  soils  on  which  a  labourer  in  the  Gospel 
1  vineyard  can  spend  his  strength.  Neverthe- 
j  less,  Mr.  Burns  regards  it  as  a  "great  and 

I  *  As  he  had  previously  done  at  Foochow,  in  the 
dialect  of  that  province. 
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inviting  field."  And  hard  and  sterile  though 
it  be,  it  has  begun  to  yield  to  the  Christian 
influences  that  have  been  brought  to  bear 
upon  it.  Its  most  barren  spot  has  presented 
its  first-fruits  to  the  Lord.  In  Swatow  itself 
and  in  the  stations  at  Double  Island  and 
Tat-han-po,  our  missionaries  are  exempted 
from  the  hostile  feelings  that  have  been 
directed  against  foreigners,  they  have  ob- 
tained excellent  accommodation  for  preach- 
ing the  Word,  and  meeting  with  inquirers, 
they  find  many  willing  to  be  instructed,  and 
everywhere  an  open  door  is  set  before  them. 
To  these  stations  there  may  speedily  be 
added  another,  viz.,  Yam-chaou,  a  village 
about  twenty  miles  to  the  north  of  Swatow, 
to  which  Mr.  Burns  went  on  the  5th  of 
February,  after  repeated  and  urgent  requests 
from  a  few  native  Christians,  the  fruits  of 
the  labours  of  a  German  missionary  there 
several  years  ago.  In  circumstances  like 
these,  it  may  be  expected  that  there  will  be 
many  verifications  of  the  saying,  "  One 
soweth,  and  another  reapeth ;  other  men 
laboured,  and  ye  are  entered  into  their 
labours."  But,  whether  it  be  ours  to  sow  or 
to  reap  in  the  midst  of  them,  the  tokens  of 
Divine  approval,  already  vouchsafed,  may 
well  encourage  us  to  that  perseverance 
which  is  no  mean  pledge  of  success,  and  lead 
us  to  a  joyful  anticipation  of  the  time  when 
both  he  that  soweth  and  he  that  reapeth 
shall  rejoice  together. 

The  staff  we  employed  for  filling  up  the 
void  in  the  spiritual  husbandry  of  a  region 
so  waste  was  reduced  in  December  last  by 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Jones.  Although  he 
only  occupied  the  status  of  a  European 
assistant,  eligible  at  the  end  of  three  years 
to  a  more  advanced  post,  yet  the  Swatow 
mission  could  hardly  bear  to  be  weakened 
by  his  withdrawal.  It  was,  therefore,  with 
sorrow  that  the  committee  learned  that  his 
resolution  to  retire  had  been  definitely 
taken.  Now  that  his  relation  to  the  mission 
is  terminated,  it  is  only  due  to  him  to  quote 
the  following  testimony  of  the  Rev.  \V.  C. 
Burns  :  "  I  need  only  say  for  myself,  that 
along  with  the  other  brethren  here,  I  wel- 
comed him  with  joy  when  he  came,  and  that 
at  last  I  parted  with  him  not  without  pain 
and  regret.  He  has  made  excellent  progress 
in  the  language,  and  has  been  in  many  ways 
useful." 

In  consequence  of  this  change,  repeated 
and  urgent  requests  were  made  by  the  Rev. 
V/.  C.  Burns  and  the  Rev.  Geo.  Smith,  to  the 
missionaries  at  Amoy,  to  send  one  of  their 
number  to  Swatow.  The  brethren  who  were 
thus  called  upon  felt  that  it  would  be  un- 
wise to  leave  Mr.  Smith  alone  in  a  field  so 
wide  and  desolate  as  that  of  which  Swatow 
is  the  head-quarters.  After  full  considera- 
tion, they  arrived  at  the  conviction  that  one 
of  thera  should  remove  to  it.    Various  cir-' 


cumstances  seemed  to  indicate,  that  if  one 
of  them  rather  than  another  should  take 
that  step,  it  was  the  Rev.  Hur  L.  Mac- 
kenzie. Acknowledging  the  directness  with 
which  the  call  applied  to  him,  and  the  im- 
portant consequences  dependent  on  the 
response  given  to  it,  he  entertained  it.  And 
after  taking  into  account  the  various  reasons 
for  and  against  his  going,  inquiring  as  to 
the  comparative  openness  of  the  region 
around  Swatow,  and  its  importance  as  afield 
for  missionary  labour,  compared  with  that 
in  and  around  Amoy,  and  seeking  to  be 
guided  by  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  in  the 
whole  matter,  he  came  to  the  clear  and  dis- 
tinct understanding  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
go  to  Swatow.  In  this  decision  he  had  the 
full  concurrence  of  ail  his  brethren.  And 
accordingly,  he  did  not  sutFer  the  cheering 
fellowship  of  his  devoted  fellow-workers,  nor 
the  sacred  bonds  that  were  drawing  him 
closer  and  closor  to  the  native  churches, 
nor  considerations  of  personal  advantage  or 
pleasure,  to  hinder  him  from  a  prompt 
departure  to  a  station  in  which  he  must 
be  almost  alone  in  planting  the  standard  of 
the  cros3,  and  where  he  must  contend  all 
but  single-handed  with  the  combined  forces 
of  ignorance  and  iniquity.  Writing  to  the 
treasurer  a  fortnight  after  his  arrival  at 
Swatow,  he  says,  "  From  what  I  have  ob- 
served and  heard  since  coming,  I  not  only 
do  not  regret  the  step  I  have  taken,  but  feel 
confirmed  in  the  conviction  that  it  was  the 
one  required  of  me  in  the  present  circum- 
stances of  our  mission.  It  would  have 
greatly  aided  me  in  coming  to  a  speedy 
decision,  as  well  as  relieved  me  from  some 
anxiety,  had  I  had  the  means  of  knowing 
the  mind  of  your  Committee  on  the  subject, 
and  I  oftener  than  once  thought  of  writing 
to  ascertain  this,  before  taking  any  decided 
movement.  But  the  long  delay  this  course 
would  have  required,  and  the  present  neces- 
sities of  the  case,  combined  with  the  know- 
ledge that  our  friends  at  home  allow  us  a 
considerable  power  of  discretionary  choice 
as  to  our  work  and  movements  in  this  im- 
mense, and  everywhere  necessitous  heathen 
land,  induced  me  to  decide  on  leaving  for 
Swatow  without  the  sanction  from  home, 
which,  I  hope  and  pray,  will  not  be  with- 
held. In  my  own  mind,  I  was  fully  per- 
suaded of  the  duty  of  coming  here  ;  and  to 
,  lose  no  time  in  the  acquisition  of  a  dialect 
'  considerably  differing  from  that  of  Amoy, 
as  well  as  to  be  on  the  field  in  which,  if  the 
Lord  will,  and  with  your  Committee's  ap- 
proval, I  hope  to  labour,  and  to  be  with  a 
brother  missionary  who  might  otherwise  be 
left  alone,  I  prepared  to  come  as  soon  as  the 
way  of  duty  seemed  to  me  to  be  pointed 
out.  I  shall  wait  with  some  anxiety  for 
word  from  some  of  you  on  this  subject;  for 
it  has  been,  and  is  my  earnest  desire  to  act 
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in  the  mission-field  of  China  in  such  a  way 
as  that  I  may  continue  to  enjoy  the  sym- 
patliy  and  prayerful  support  of  those  who 
have  sent  me  to  it," 

The  Committee  have  cheerfully  confirmed 
this  action  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Mackenzie 
and  his  hrethren.  However,  while  it  strength- 
ens our  position  in  S^vatow,  it  is  felt  as  a  loss 
in  Amoy.  Viewed  in  connection  with  the 
clamant  wants  of  each  of  these  places,  and 
with  the  number  and  necessities  of  the  sta- 
tions already  recognised  along  with  them, 
the  staff  we  maintain  is  most  inadequate, 
and  requires  to  be  augmented  by  every 
means  in  our  power.  And  when  regard  is 
had  to  the  calls  that  have  come  to  us  from 
such  places  as  Formosa,  Chang- chew,  and 
Chin-chew;  when  account  is  taken  of  the 
vast  regions  beyond,  where  an  uncomputed 
population  lives,  but  where  death  reigneth, 
and  where  they  are  destroyed  from  morning 
to  evening,  they  perish  for  ever  without  any 
regarding  it  ;  when  thought  is  given  to  the 
movements,  and  the  alleged  opinions  of  the 
insurgent  forces  that  have  swept  as  a  torrent 
over  the  northern  parts  of  the  Middle  King- 
dom ;  when  consideration  is  applied  to  the 
times  in  which  we  live,  and  to  the  appliances 
at  our  command,  as  well  as  to  the  gre.it 
commission  which  our  Master  has  given  us 
to  fulfil,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  con- 
viction that  our  present  contribution  to- 
ward the  evangelization  of  China  falls 
immeasurably  short  of  China's  need,  and 
greatly  beneath  our  privilege  and  our  duty, 
and  we  may  say,  "  We  have  not  wrought 
any  deliverance  in  the  earth  ;  neither  have 
the  inhabitants  of  the  world  fallen."  And 
therefore,  while  the  Committee  gladly  ob- 
serve the  growing  interest  felt  in  this 
mission  to  China,  and  the  enlarged  desire 
for  information  respecting  its  condition  and 
progress,  while  they  rejoice  at  the  degree  in 
which  it  commands  the  prayers  and  contri- 
butions of  the  congregations  in  England, 
and  at  the  steadfastness  and  liberality  with 
which  it  is  ei\couraged  by  friends  in  Scot- 
land, they  cannot  refrain  from  reminding 
the  Synod  that  everything  within  the  mis- 
sion and  around  it  is  at  this  moment 
sending  forth  a  voice  of  encouragement  and 
entreaty,  calling  on  the  Church  to  give  itself 
with  new  zeal  and  energy  for  its  enlarge- 
ment. They  earnestly  hope  that  by  the 
life-giving  power  of  God,  this  Church  will 
do  more  than  it  has  yet  done,  to  wipe  away 
the  reproach  that  there  are  so  few  mission- 
aries of  the  cross  in  a  territory  so  vast ;  and 
that  though,  after  all,  its  doings  may  be 
within  a  narrow  compass,  they  may  be  done 
so  wisely,  and  be  owned  of  God  so  gra- 
ciously, that  they  may  serve  as  a  signal  to 
others  to  send  forth  labourers  into  the  har- 
vest, to  take  possession  of  the  desolate 
heritages  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  to 


I  fill  up  the  vacant  places,  till  there  be  not  a 
spot  in  that  mysterious  realm  which  has  not 
been  trodden  by  the  messengers  of  salvation. 

CORFU. 

The  mission  at  Corfu  is  not  now  so  di- 
rectly Jewish  in  its  application  as  formerly. 
Mr.  Charteris  has  still  opportunities  of 
Christian  usefulness  amongst  the  Jews. 
These  opportunitii;s  are  chiefly  of  a  private 
and  occasional  character.  How  carefully 
soever  they  may  be  taken  advantage  of,  and 
how  much  reason  soever  they  may  afford 
for  believing  that  they  are  not  in  vain  as  to 
the  object  for  which  Mr.  Charteris  was  ori- 
I  ginally  appointed,  they  are  not  sufficient  to 
occupy  his  whole  time.  Therefore,  with  the 
!  consent  and  approbation  of  the  Committee, 
I  he  continues  to  give  himself,  as  he  has 
i  given  himself  during  a  few  years  past,  to 
'  the  spiritual  care  of  the  British  troops 
I  quartered  at  Corfu,  He  has  a  fully-recog- 
nised right  of  access  to  Presbyterians  both 
I  in  the  garrison  and  in  the  hospital  there, 
j  And  it  must  be  acknowledged  as  a  cause 
of  thankfulness  that  our  fellow-countrymen 
who  move  to  and  fro  in  defence  of  the 
material  interests  of  this  empire,  have,  at 
that  important  station,  one  to  break  amongst 
them  the  word  and  the  bread  of  life. 
Nevertheless,  the  Committee  would  deplore 
anything  that  would  even  seem  to  lead  the 
lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel  away  from 
the  eye  of  the  Church  as  a  community 
whose  good  the  Church  ought  to  seek.  The 
conversion  of  Israel  is  an  object  that  must 
ever  be  dear  to  this  Church.  And  the  con- 
dition of  that  people  in  various  lands  at  the 
present  moment,  especially  in  Italy,  in 
Poland,  in  Hungary,  and  even  in  England, 
shows  that  a  door  is  opening  through  which 
many  may  go  and  preach  to  them  that  Jesus 
is  the  Christ.  The  Committee  would  there- 
fore hail  any  resolution  or  mea'^ure  on  the 
part  of  the  Synod  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  reviving  and  extending  the  interest 
of  the  Church  in  the  spiritual  prosperity  of 
the  seed  of  Abraham,  the  friend  of  God. 
And  as  one  contribution  towards  that  end,  the 
Committee  would  recommend  that  the  mis- 
sion to  the  Jews  at  Corfu  be  given  up,  and 
means  taken  for  employing  Mr.  Charteris  as 
a  Jewish  missionary  in  some  other  field. 

INDIA. 

The  Committee  deeply  regret  that  they 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  carry  out  the  in- 
struction of  last  Synod  to  send  a  missionary 
to  India  in  terms  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Synod  in  1858,  under  the  authority  of,  and 
responsible  to  this  church,  to  labour  in 
connection  with  the  Free  Church  Mission 
there.  On  the  22nd  of  May  last,  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  Mr.  John  Kelly,  a  Licentiate 
of  the  Presbytery  of  London,  the  Synod's  first 
missionary  to  India.    The  Committee  were 
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aware  thnt  \lr.  Kelly  had  predilections  in 
favour  of  one  specific  method  of  missionary 
operations  among  the  heathen.  It  was  not, 
however,  until  a  late  period  in  the  progress  of 
their  arrangements  with  h'm  that  the  Com- 
mittee ascertained  that  he  held  his  views  in  re- 
gard to  the  duties  of  a  missionary  so  strongly 
as  to  produce  in  their  minds  the  conviction 
that  he  could  not  heartily  co-operate  with 
the  missionaries  of  the  Free  Church  as  a 
missionary  sent  by  this  church  to  aid  them 
in  their  work.  And,  therefore,  while  they 
believe  that  Mr.  Kelly  has  been  consistent 
and  conscientious  in  entertaining  these 
views,  while  they  hold  him  in  high  esteem 
as  a  mini:^ter  and  servant  of  Christ,  and 
while  they  fondly  hope  that  a  door  of  use- 
fulness may  be  early  opened  to  him,  they 
were  reluctantly  compelled  to  accept  his 
resignation.  It  is  with  regret  they  are  thus 
under  the  necessity  of  reporting  that  the 
mission  to  India  is  not  yet  established. 

In  contrast  with  this,  however,  the  Com-  i 
mittee  rejoice  to  announce  that  a  few  friends  \ 
of  Christian  missions  have  intimated  their 
desire  to  establish  a  mission  in  the  Rural 
Districts  of  Bengal,  and  to  place  it  under 
the  care  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in   England,    The  districts  which  j 
these  friends  propose  for  such  a  purpose  ! 
form  a  tract  of  country  about  150  miles  in  [ 
length  and  breadth,  teeming  with  a  popula-  ; 
tion  of  more  than  eight  millions,  amongst  I 
whom  there  are  only  at  this  moment  three  i 
missionaries  labouring  ;  two  at  Behampore,  | 
and  one  at  Dinagepore.    A  large  propor- 
tion of  that  population  consists  of  small 
farmers  who  are  sunk  in  the  grossest  igno- 
rance, and  appear  to  have  little  idea  of  the 
commonest  principles  of   morality,  much 
less    of  their  accountability  to  a  just  and 
holy  God.    Destitute  as  other  parts  of  the 
country  are,  Mr.  Macleod  Wylie  testifies  of 
the  territory  which  these  people  inhabit, 
that  it  is  more  destitute  still  ;  so  much  so 
indeed,  that  it  is  wonderful  that  their  con- 
diaon  has  so  long  escaped  the  attention  of 
the  Church  at  large. 

At  a  central  point  in  these  rural  districts, 
that  is,  at  Rampore  Bauleah,  on  the  Ganges, 
the  residence  of  a  civil  staff,  the  friends  in 
question  are  anxious  to  employ  a  native  ' 
missionary,  and  to  establish  three  mission 
schools  in  suitable  localities,  under  Christian 
teachers.    The  schools,  two  of  which  would 
be  for  boys  and  one  for  girls,  would  be  con-  i 
ducted  in  the  vernacular,  and  would  be 
directed  with  as  nmch  efficiency  as  possible 
to  the  diffusion  of  a  sound  Christian  educa- 
tion, an  object  of  the  greatest  importance  i 
in  connection  with  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  i 
among  the  heathen.    In  the  superintendence  j 
of  thesesehools,in  free  access  totheparents  of  j 
the  children  attending  them,  nnd  in  theminis-  [ 
try  of  the  Word,  the  native  missionary  would  i 


have  scope  for  all  his  energies,  which  could 
not  fail  to  exercisea  most  beneficial  influence 
in  manifold  directions,  especially  in  the  for- 
mation and  establishment  of  native  churches. 

The  expenses  connected  with  the  fulfil- 
ment of  such  a  design  are  preliminary  and 
permanent.  The  preliminary  expenses  of 
sending  a  native  missionary  to  the  district, 
building  three  school-houses  and  a  bun- 
galow, and  sundries,  are  estimated  at  £1,000, 
The  permanent  expenses  of  a  native  mis- 
sionary's salary,  maintenance  of  three 
schools,  and  extras,  are  estimated  at  £350 
per  annum.  The  sum  of  £1,000  for  pre- 
liminary expenses  is  already  provided  by 
one  friend.  And  the  permanent  expense  of 
£350  is  not  only  promised,  but  a  guarantee 
will  be  given  for  its  continuance  so  long  as 
the  mission  is  established.  So  that  the 
entire  sum  needful  for  setting  up  and  main- 
taining such  an  evangelistic  agency  as  that 
now  described  in  connection  with  this 
Church  is  at  once  provided,  and  this 
Church  is  now  invited  to  appoint  and  direct 
that  agency  for  the  extension  of  the  Re- 
deemer's kingdom  and  the  salvation  of 
perishing  souls  in  a  land  having  so  many 
claims  on  its  sympathy  and  help  as  India. 

The  Committee  cannot  make  this  com- 
munication to  the  Synod  without  remem- 
bering that  it  is  not  often  that  gifts  so 
precious  are  cast  into  the  treasury  of  the 
Lord,  and  that  means  so  directly  fitted  to 
convey  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  to  the 
heathen,  as  the  means  which  these  gifts  are 
intended  to  supply,  are  at  once  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  any  branch  of  the  Church  of 
Christ.  While,  therefore,  they  own  with 
thankfulness  that  devising  of  liberal  things 
for  the  cause  of  Christian  missions  which 
has  enabled  them  to  make  this  communica- 
tion, they  cannot  but  hail  it  as  also  a  token 
for  good  to  this  church,  as  a  sign  that  its 
living  Head  is  both  calling  it  and  training  it 
for  higher  and  more  abundant  service  than 
it  has  yet  attempted  in  the  great  work  of 
"teaching  all  nations."  And,  since  a  fully 
qualified  native  Christian  agency  for  the 
young  and  the  old  has  ever  been  one  of  the 
main  ends  of  missionary  enterprise  in  India; 
since  such  an  agency,  in  knowledge  and  use 
of  the  languages,  in  acquaintance  with  the 
arts  and  power  of  idolatry,  in  experience  of 
the  peculiarities,  and  prejudices,  and  man- 
ners of  the  people,  and  in  sympathy  with 
their  mutual  and  moral  condition,  must 
possess  advantages  which  no  foreign  agency 
could  ever  be  ^expected  to  attain;  and  since 
it  is  on  such  an  agency  multiplied  from 
year  to  year,  and  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, that  the  evangelisation  of  India  is, 
under  God,  ultimately  dependent,  they 
cannot  think  that  anything  more  than  the 
simple  announcement  which  it  is  their  high 
privilege  now  to  make,  will  be  needed  to  per- 
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su.ule  the  Synod  to  begin  the  employment  i 
of  such  an  agency  to  the  extent  which  this  j 
liberal  offer  puts  within  its  power. 

The  Committee  believe  that  it  will  be  the 
desire  of  the  Synod  to  do  more  than  this  on 
behalf   of  India.     Former    decisions  of| 
Synod  clearly  attest  that  the  mind  of  the  ] 
church    is  set  on  more.     It    cannot   be  | 
doubted  that  the  interest  which  gave  rise  to  | 
these  decisions,  and  which  spontaneously  ! 
supplied  some  of  the  means  requisite  for 
carrying  them   into  effect,  still  survives ; 
and  that,  although  unforeseen  difficulties 
have  hitherto  prevented  its  gratification,  it 
may  be  deepened  and  strengthened.  At 
the  present  moment  the  object  it  contem- 
plated seems  nearer  than  ever;  for  if  the 
church  "avails  itscrlf  of  the  precious  oppor- 
tunity of   employing  a  native  missionary, 
and    maintaining  three  vernacular  schools 
in  the  rural  districts  of  Bengal,,  it  is  most 
desirable  that  it  should  have  there  at  least 
one    European  missionary.     Stationed  at 
Rampore  Bauleali,  the  centre  of  the  district 
proposed,    a  European  missionary  would 
exercise  an  influence  for  good  from  the  very 
day  of  his  arrival,  for  he  would  iiave  imme- 
diate access  to  numerous  European  planters 
and  other  civilians  who  are  there  as  sheep 
without  a  shepherd,  destitute  of  the  ordi- 
nary means  of  grace,  but  who  if  brought 
into  contact  with  a  Christian  minister,  and  ! 
into  the  fellowships  which  his  care  would  i 
enable  them  to  form,  would,  through  the  j 
blessing  of  God,  derive  the  highest  personal 
benefit  to  their  souls,  and  diffuse  around  ! 
them  the  salutary  and  purifying  power  that  ! 
flows  from  the  example  of  a  living  Chris-  \ 
tianity.    Living  there,  in  the  heart  of  the  j 
country,  he  would  far  sooner  acquire  the 
mastery  of  the  colloquial  than  at  Calcutta  ' 
or  Madras.    The  co-operation  between  him  j 
and  the  native  missionary  would  be  in  many  | 
ways  advantageous  to  both  ;   and  as  soon  I 
as  he  could  preach  the  Gospel  in  the  verna-  j 
cular,  he  would  find  multitudes  willing  to  | 
listen  to  its  glad  tidings.  j 

To  plant  eveia  a  single  European  mis-  , 
sionary  in  that  spot  in  conjunction  with  the 
native  agency  just   mentioned,  would   be  ] 
some  response  to  the  calls  which  the  church  j 
has  already  acknowledged.     It  would  be 
some  fulfilment  of  the  resolutions  which  the  i 
church  has  already  taken.     It   would  be 
some  attainment  of  the  end  at  which  the 
church  has  already  aimed,  a  separate  mis- 
sion of  its  own  in  India.    And  it  would  be 
hailed  by  the  brethren  of  the  Free  Church, 
as   carrying   out   the   intentions   of  this 
church,  to  aid  them  in  the  work  of  India 
missions  ;  and  by  none  of  them  more  cor- 
dially and  gratefully  than  by  Dr.  Duff  and 
his  colleagues  at  Calcutta,  from  which  place 
Rampore  liauleah  is  distant  about  two  days' 
journey.    The  Committee,  therefore,  feel 


persuaded  that  the  Synod  will  cheerfully 
authorise  them  to  go  forward  in  this  direc- 
tion to  found  a  mission  answering  to  the 
plan  now  submitted,  and  to  continue  their 
charge  of  it,  in  the  firm  hope  that  it  will 
be  graduajly  extended  as  the  church  rises  in 
faith,  and  zeal,  and  devotion,  towards  the  full 
measure  of  its  opportunity  and  its  mean.s 
on  behalf  of  the  myriads  of  British  subjects, 
who  are  dwelling  in  darkness  and  the 
shadow  of  death  in  the  plains  of  Hindostan. 

In  laying  this  view  of  the  missions  with 
which  they  are  entrusted  before  the  Synod, 
the  Committee  cannot  forget  that  the  cause 
of  missions  is  the  cause  of  Divine .  truth, 
and  must  ultimately  triumph.  It  is  the 
cause  of  Christ;  and  he  must  reign  till  he 
hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet.  The 
field  over  which  it  has  yet  to  spread  may 
be  vast — the  obstacles  which  it  has  yet  to 
surmount  may  be  countless  and  formidable  ; 
but  Christ  is  the  Head  of  all  principality 
and  power  ;  all  things  shall  be  subdued  unto 
him  ;  men  shall  be  blessed  in  him,  and  all 
nations  shall  call  him  blessed.  He  may 
call  us  to  minister  to  that  cause.  We  may 
take  an  intelligent  interest  in  it  our- 
selves, and  strive  to  awaken  the  same 
interest  in  it  on  the  part  of  others. 
We  may  bring  our  silver  and  our  gold 
with  U9,  and  cast  them  into  the  treasury 
of  the  Lord  on  behalf  of  it.  We  may  see 
the  contributors  to  its  funds  multiplied 
as  the  stars  of  heaven,  and  as  the  dew  of  the 
morning.  We  may  send  forth  labourers 
fully  furnished  in  learning,  in  accomplish- 
ment, in  piety,  for  its  promotion.  We  may 
plant  these  labourers  in  spots  that  need  it 
most,  and  that  command  most  in  its  favour. 
We  may  sustain  these  labourers  by  our  con- 
fidence, we  may  cheer  them  w^ith  the  sym- 
pathy, we  may  aid  them  by  our  counsel,  and 
supply  them  with  the  best  organization,  and 
the  most  approved  instrumentalities,  as  they 
toil  for  its  advancement.  But  its  efficiency 
is  the  Lord's.  All  its  achievements,  and  all 
its  progress,  are  his  doings.  For  in  his 
hand  is  the  only  power  that  can  open  the 
door  of  the  human  heart,  that  can  give  life 
to  the  dead,  that  can  bring  out  the  prisoner 
from  the  prison-house,  and  break  up  the 
proud  foundations  on  which  darkness,  and 
sin,  and  misery,  have  raised  their  kingdom. 
And  therefore,  while  we  do  all  that  is  in  our 
province,  all  that  it  is  the  purpose  and  com- 
mand of  Christ  we  should  do,  let  us  remem- 
ber that  we  do  it  well  only  as  we  do  it  in 
that  hu  nbleness  of  mind  which  keej^s  us 
ever  conscious  that  our  sufficiency  is  of  God, 
and  that  neither  is  he  that  planteth  anything, 
neither  he  that  watereth,  but  God  that  giveth 
the  increase.  Hence,  whatever  is  done,  let 
us  not  leave  undone  that  work  of  prayer  and 
supplication  which  acknowledges  that  the 
whole  missionary  enterprise  is  suspended  on 
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the  li'e-friving  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  firmer  faith,  and  holier  zeal,  and  we  may- 
poured  out  from  on  high,  and  by  which  the  even  witness  the  shedding  of  that  light  before 
poorest  and  feeblest  amongst  us  may  lay  hold  which  the  dark  places  of  the  earth  in  which 
of  God's  strength  and  prevail  over  many  ad-  our  missions  are  set  up  will  be  radiant  with 
versaries.  For,  if  we  continue  therein  day  ;  the  beauties  of  holiness,  and  we  may  see  the 
and  night,  we  will  not  only  hang  all  the  I  descent  of  those  showers  of  grace  beneath 
weight  of  the  glory  of  an  enlarging  Chris-  j  which  the  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place 
tendom  and  a  converted  world  on  the  arm  of  |  will  be  made  glad,  and  the  desert  will  rejoice 
the  great  God  our  Saviour,  but  we  will  do  and  blossom  as  the  rose, 
all  our  other -work  with  livelier  hope,  and  i     April,  1861. 


Cnrr£0]iDtibi'nrE. 


THE  SUPPLY  or  STUDENTS  TO  i  gregations  from  a  very  low  and  sinking,  to 
OUR  COLLEGE  !  ^  comparatively  vigorous    and  flourishing 

j  condition.    This  has  so  far  given  me  con- 
TotheEditorofikeE^iglishPresh^/ferianMessenger.]^^^^^^^^       ^j^^  College.    But  here  is  my 

Sir, — I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  a  j  difficulty,  and  the  cause  of  my  doubts, 
few  words  to  the  College  Committee,  through  j  While  poor  and  small  congregations,  and 
you.  I  have  received  a  letter  signed  by  the  \  now  and  then  a  more  prosperous  one,  of 
Convener  and  Treasurer,  urging  ministers  i  which  the  moderator  happened  to  be  a  friend 
and  elders  to  make  an  effort  to  induce  |  to  the  College  (I  wish  some  of  these  mode- 
young  men  in  their  respective  congregations  !  rators  of  vacant  charges  showed  a  little 
to  give  themselves  to  the  ministry,  and  enrol  :  more  active  friendship  to  it),  have  called 


themselves  students  in  our  College.  T  am 
an  elder,  and  have  for  long  been  a  member 
of  the  English  Presbyterian  Church.  I 
take  an  interest  in  the  progress  of  our 
Church  and  her  various  schemes  and  insti- 
tutions. As  a  proof  of  this,  I  may  state 
that  one  of  my  sons  is  at  present  studying 


probationers  of  our  church,  few,  if  any,  of  the 
more  flourishing  and  larger  congregations 
in  towns  have,  not  to  say  called,  but  heard, 
with  an  honest  desire  to  call  one  of  our 
preachers  or  ministers,  who  have  studied  at 
our  College.  I  see  that  a  preacher  or  mi- 
nister of  the  Free  Church  has  many  more 


with  a  view  to  enter  one  of  the  Scottish  j  chances  than  one  of  our  own  to  be  called 
universities  and  become  a  minister  in  our  ;  by  one  of  our  larger  congregations.  Our 
church.  I  at  one  time  intended  that,  on  j  larger  congregations  hardly  think  of  calling 
completing  his  literary  course,  he  should  j  even  our  country  ministers.  No,  they  act 
study  theology  under  the  professors  of  j  upon  the  old  saying,  "  Can  any  good  thing 
our  College  in  London.  I  candidly  con-  [  come  out  of  Nazareth."  They  have  no 
fess  that  I  have  of  late  entertained  doubts  '  scruples  about  calling  Free  Church  pro- 
as to  the  propriety,  or  rather  policy  of ,  bationers,  who  may  have  for  years  gone 
placing  him  there.  My  interest  in  the  j  without  a  call  from  the  Free  Church  congre- 
College  is  not  less,  and  my  confidence  in  gations,  and  ministers  of  the  smallest  and 
the  professors  is  not  less.  !  poorest  congregations  in  Scotland,  which 

My  interest  in  my  boy's  prospects  has  led  ;  could  not  have  survived  six  months,  were  it 
me  to  look  into  matters  more  keenly  and  i  not  for  the  sustentation  fund,  and  whose 
thoroughly  of  late.  I  have  watched  the  career  payments  to  that  fund  are  most  pitiable, 
of  many  of  our  students  during  their  proba-  |  Now,  I  do  not  want  protection  for  our 
tion  and  ministry.  I  have  had  opportunities  |  students,  but  I  do  desiderate  a  fair  field, 
of  hearing  several  of  them.  I  have  found  j  Our  church,  however,  all  but  lays  a  pro- 
thera  with  but  very  few  exceptions  good  j  hibition  on  her  own  students,  and  gives  the 
preachers  and  faithful  and  successful  mi- |  monopoly  of  her  more  thriving  congregations 
listers.    I  have  known  them  raise  up  con-   to  Free  Church  ministers  and  probationers. 
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The  College  Committee  seem  to  me  more 
anxious  to  bring  grist  to  their  mill  than  to 
secure  a  good  market  for  the  manufactured 
article.  They  are  anxious  for  a  large  supply 
of  students.  Are  they  equally  anxious  that 
former  students,  now  licentiates,  get  a  fair 
hearing  and  have  a  fair  chance  of  being 
settled?  It  strikes  me  that  the  present 
system  is  unsafe  and  destructive  —  that  a 
few  students  may  be  stimulated^xxwi^x  it  to 
attend  the  College,  but  a  steady,  xatukal 
supply  will  not  be  found. 

My  advice  is,  let  the  College  Committee, 
and  others  interested  in  our  College  and 
church,  get  a  free  and  unprejudiced  hearing 
in  our  vacant  congregations  for  our  licen- 
tiates, and  in  our  larger  congregations  in 
towns  for  ministers  now  labouring  in  small 
and  country  charges.    Let  our  probationers 
see  that  if  they  accept  a  country  charge  and 
do  well  in  it,  and  prove  themselves  able  and 
faithful  ministers  of  Christ,  they  have  a 
chance  of  being  called  by  our  larger  con- 
gregations.   They  will  not  then  scruple,  as 
I  fear  they  are  beginning  to  do,  to  accept  a 
call  from  a  weak  congregation.    Let  our 
young  men  see  that  licentiates  of  our  own 
church   have    as  good  a  chance   as  Free 
Church  probationers,  aad  they  will  more 
readily  attend  our  own  college.    Like  every 
other  article,  the  supply  of  students  will  be 
in  proportion  to  the  demand.    As  for  inyst  lt', 
I  feel  that  I  would  be  doing  injustice  to  my 
son  were  I  to  send  him  to  our  College,  ' 
though  I  wish  to  do  so.    If  I  send  him  to 
the  Free  Church  Divinity  Hall,  he  will  not 
only  have  the  Free  Church  open  to  him, 
which  I  do  not  take  into  consideration  ;  he 
will  also  meet  with  a  readier  welcome  in  our  . 
own  church,  and  the  chance  not  merely  of  a  ! 
small  congregation,  but  two,  aye  six,  chances  : 
of  a  good  thriving  congregation,  to  one  ; 
chance  which  he  would  have,  were  he  to  j 
study  in  London.    I  doubt  not  that  others  , 
feel  as  I  do,  that  others  will  act  as  I  may 
do,  and  even  that  many  altogether  refuse  to 
allow  their  sons  to  study  for  the  ministry  of 
our  church,  because  of  the  little  prospect  of 
a  comfortable  maintenance  for  them  in  it. 

I  am  your  obedient  Servant, 

An  Elder  of  the  English  Pkesby- 
TEHiAN  Church. 


I  THE  HOME  MISSION  COMMITTEE. 

j     Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  an 
I  obscure  member  of  the  Chuich  to  offer  a 
I  few  obvious  remarks  on  the  last  appeal  of 
I  the  Home  Mission  Committee.    The  Com- 
I  luittee's  work,  iccording  to  this  statement, 
;  i-i   divided   into    two   departments — that 
j  which  is  properly  Home  Missionary,  and 
;  that  of  supplementing  the  incomes  of  rural 
congregations.     This  is  admirable.     Jt  is 
admirable  in  two  ways.    In  the  first  placi% 
a  man  is  always  best  able  to  do  his  work 
j  when  he  knows  exactly  what  it  is  :  and  this 
;  is  the  happy  position  in  which  this  Con\- 
,  niittee  is  placed  — they  know  their  business, 
at  least.    Then,  iu  the  second  place,  it  is 
admirable  for  the  outside  public,  or  the 
'  constituents  of  the  Committee,  because  they 
know  exactly  what  to  look  for.    The  stan- 
dard of  judgment  is  thus  agreed  upon  bj 
both  parties.    This  insures  justice  in  our 
praise  or  blame,  as  it  can  be  easily  tested 
whether  we  have  a  right  to  be  satisfied  or 
dissatisfied,  to  praise  or  to  blame. 

Now,  during  the  past  year,  the  Com- 
mittee have  been  engaged  in  home  mission- 
ary operations.  Good.  This  is  just  their 
work.  Well,  what  have  they  done  ?  How 
many  churches  have  they  built  or  organised 
during  the  year?  In  how  many  places, 
where  no  opportunity  was  formerly  enjoyed 
by  Presbyterians  for  wor>l)ippiiig  Grod  after 
the  manner  of  their  fathers,  is  that  oppor- 
tunity now  afforded  ?  It  is  not  unreason- 
able to  expect  an  answer  to  this  question, 
iu  an  appeal  for  funds.  Every  one  who 
has  any  experience  in  such  things  knows 
that  past  labours  and  successes  are  the 
most  effective  arguments  for  loosening  the 
purse-strings.  In  the  pi'oof  that  what  has 
already  been  given  has  been  well  laid  out, 
you  have  a  guarantee  that  what  you  may 
now  give  will  be  equally  well,  or  better, 
spent.  Our  Committee,  however,  is  not 
ignorant  of  this  rule ;  for  we  find  that  two 
"  illustrations"  of  the  nature  of  its  work 
are  given: — ''A  commodious  church  has 
been  opened  in  Exeter and,  "  At  Carlisle, 
again,  a  public  hall  has  been  opened  under 
the  most  happy  auspices."  "  Illustra- 
tions," in  this  connection,  generally  means 
"examples,"  or  "samples";  and,  at  first 
sight,  we  could  be  disposed  to  presume 
that  these  two  instances  are  only  two 
selected  out  of  a  dozen  or  a  score,  as  it 
might  be  tedious  to  enumerate  tiie  whole. 
But  we  are  afraid  this  is  too  good  to  be 
true.  Though  the  words  seem  to  imply 
this,  it  scarcely  seems  credible.  We  must 
come,  therefore,  to  the  humble  conclusion 
that  two  stations  opened  cover  the  whole 
extent  of  the  Committee's  labours  durii'g 
the  past  year.  Can  we  fail  to  be  disappointed 
vvitli  this  little  wool  after  a  great  cry  ? 
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Vorily,  we  cannot  comp'ain,  at  leai^t,  that 
they  run  too  fast ;  that  they  dun  us  too 
hard;  that  they  are  never  satisfied,  and 
never  done.  With  a  field  of  unlimited  ex- 
tent, with  the  whole  world  to  ai)peal  to  for 
assistance,  two  solitary  stations  in  a  twelve- 
month are  all  they  have  to  boast  of!  If 
every  other  branch  of  Christ's  Church  were 
to  woi'k  at  a  rate  so  magnificent  as  this, 
the  Q-ospel  would  be  preached  among  all 
nations  within  some  twenty  centuries  at 
most.  But  let  us  thank  God  tliat  the  un- 
godly masses  are  not  entirely  dependent  on 
the  labours  of  this  Committee  for  the  bread 
of  life. 

But  let  ns  look  at  the  document  again. 
It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  interpret  its 
oracular  utterances — oracular  in  the  Dei- 
pliic  sense.  Did  the  Committee  set  agoing 
and  foster  these  two  stations  ?  We  were 
giving  them  the  credit  of  doing  so ;  but  a 
closer  examination  reveals  this,  that  this 
statement  by  no  means  commits  itself  to 
such  an  assertion.  It  simply  records  tlie 
fact  that  tliese  two  stations  have  been 
opened,  but  does  not  say  by  whom.  Simple 
people  may  conclude  that  they  have  done 
all,  but  we  now  begin  to  suspect  that  they 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  them. 
Parties  on  the  spot  have  done  the  wliole. 
There  were  those  who  were  liungering  for 
the  ordinances  of  their  Father's  house,  and 
ventured,  on  their  own  responsibility,  to 
make  an  attempt  to  supply  them.  What 
has  the  Committee  to  do  with  this  ?  What 
right  have  they  to  come  and  boast  of  other 
men's  It^bours  P 

So  we  tind  that  in  the  first  and  most 
important  department  of  its  work,  this 
Committee  has  been  busy  all  the  year 
doing  nothing.  The  result  of  their  year's 
labour  is  simply  nil.  The  Church,  as  far 
as  they  are  concerned,  is  exactly  where  it 
was  last  year.  But  they  have  no  money, 
says  some  one.  Very  likely  !  no  wonder  ; 
and  if  this  is  all  they  do,  they  will  have  less 
instead  of  more.  What  they  do  receive 
for  Churcli  extension  it  is  strongly  to  be 
suspected  they  I'cceive  only  because  there 
is  no  other  quarter  to  send  it  to.  Were  a 
society  to  start  up  in  the  Church,  and 
undertake  to  build  at  least  one  new  church 
every  year,  on  condition  that  its  income 
was  no  less  than  a  thousand  a  year — the 
Home  Mission  income  would  suddenly 
decrease,  and  the  parties  who  undertook 
to  work  would  receive  abundant  support. 
The  United  Presbyterians  can  plant  their 
half  a  dozen  churches  in  London  alone, 
and  assistance  is  being  furnished  by  the 
thousand  ;  and  they  deserve  it.  So  would 
it  be  with  our  Committee  did  they  know 
the  same  spirit  and  work  with  the  same 
energy. 

But  I  have  alreaay  transgressed  upon 


your  space  too  far  ;  I  must  for  the  present 
conclude,  and  with  your  pei-mission 
reserve  further  remarks  on  the  next 
department  of  the  Committee'a  labours 
till  next  month. 

Yours  truly, 


[Perhaps  if  our  friend  had  the  experience 
of  a  ycar>  service  on  the  Home  Mission 
Committee  he  would  be  better  able  to 
comprehend  the  difficulty  of  "making 
bricks  without  straw"  —  which  would 
modify  his  criticisms. — Ed.] 


HYMN  BY  THE  COUNTESS  OF 
HUNTINGDON. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  English  Preshi/ferian  Messenger 

Sir, — Will  you  permit  me  to  send  you 
the  original  edition  of  a  beautiful  hymn,  by 
the  Countess  of  Huntingdon,  which  has  been 
subjected  to  what  I  should  call  very  injuri- 
ous treatment  in  our  modern  Collections  ? 
In  the  first  place,  her  ladyship  has  been 
defrauded  of  her  right  to  its  authorship,  and 
ii  has  been  ascribed  to  one  Robinson.  In 
the  next  place,  it  has  been  sadly  mangled  by 
attempts  to  improve  its  versification  ;  for  I 
think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  namby- 
pamby  sentiments  of  the  modern  version  are 
anything  but  improvements  on  the  genuine 
simple  poetry  of  the  original  lyric.  In  fine, 
the  hymn  has  been  most  unwarrantably  de- 
prived of  the  two  last  stanzas,  in  my  opinion 
the  finest  of  them  all.  The  beauty  of  a  hymn 
depends  very  much  on  its  unity  of  design — 
one  sentiment  pervading  the  whole,  and 
rising  to  a  climax  at  the  end.  The  senti- 
ment in  the  original  hymn  is  obviously  bor- 
rowed from  Moses  ascending  Mount  Nebo 
before  he  died,  a  circumstance  of  which  the 
poetess  takes  advantage  to  describe  the 
exercise  of  the  Christian  in  the  prospect  of 
death.  It  is  needless  to  show  how  the  whole 
beauty  of  the  piece,  viewed  in  this  light,  is 
lost  in  the  truncated  form  in  which  it  stands 
in  our  own,  and  in  most  other  modern  Col- 
lections. To  show  what  undue  liberties  have 
been  taken  with  the  original,  I  give  the 
alterations  of  the  modern  version  in  italics. 

T. 
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MODERN  VERSION. 

CoMi!,  thou  fount  of  every  blessinftl 

Tune  my  heart  to  sinp  thy  grace  ! 
Streams  of  mercy,  never  ceasing, 

Call  for  songs  of  loudest  praise  : 
Teach  me  some  melodious  measure, 

Sung  by  raptured  saint$  above  ; 
Fill  my  soul  with  sacred  pleasure. 

While  I  tiny  redeeming  love. 

By  thy  hand  sustained,  defended, 

Safe  tnrough  life  thus  far  I  ve  come  ; 
Safely,  Lord,  tvhejt  life  is  ended. 

Bring  me  to  my  heavenly  home ; 
Jt-sus  sou5,'ht  me  wlieu  a  stranger, 

Wandering  from  the  fold  of  Gud  ; 
He  to  save  my  soul  from  danger, 

luterposed  his  precious  blood. 

O  !  to  grace  how  great  a  debtor 

Daily  I'm  constrained  to  bo  J 
Let  that  grace,  Lord,  like  a  fetter. 

Bind  my  wandering  heart  to  theel 
Prone  to  wander,  Lord,  1  feel  it. 

Prone  to  leave  the  God  I  love- 
Here's  my  heart— oh,  take  and  seal  it  I 

Seal  it  from  thy  courts  above. 


ORIGINAL  HYMN. 

Come,  tliou  fount  of  every  blessing. 
Tune  my  heart  to  eing  thy  grace : 

Streams  of  mercy,  never  ceasintt. 
Call  for  loudest  songs  of  praise. 

Teach  me  some  melodious  sonnet. 
Sung  by  angel  hosts  above; 

Praise  the  Mount,~l'm  tixed  upon  it- 
Mount  of  thy  redeeming  love  t 

Here  I'll  set  ray  Ebonezer  ; 

Hither  by  thy  grace  I'ra  come  ; 
And  I  hope,  by  thy  good  favour. 

Shortly  to  arrive  at  home. 
Jesus  sought  me  whfu  a  stranger, 

Wandeimg  from  the  fold  of  God  ; 
He,  to  rescue  me  from  danger. 

Interposed  his  precious  blood. 

Ofa !  to  grace  how  great  a  debtor 

Daily  I'm  coustr.iined  to  be  ! 
Let  that  grace  liow,  like  a  fetter. 

Bind  my  wandering  heart  to  thee. 
Prone  to  wander,  Lord,  I  feel  it. 

Prone  to  leave  the  God  I  love  : 
Here's  my  heart,  O  take  and  seal  it. 

Seal  it  for  the  courts  above ! 

O  that  day  when,  freed  from  sinning, 

I  shall  see  thy  lovely  face  ! 
Clothed  then  in  blood- washed  linen. 

How  I'll  sing  thy  sovereif^n  grace  1 
Come,  dear  Lord,  no  longer  tarry. 

Take  my  raptured  soul  away; 
Send  thy  angels  now  to  carry 

Me  to  realms  of  endlesa  day. 

If  thou  ever  didst  discover 

To  my  faith  the  promised  land. 
Bid  me  now  the  stream  pass  over, 

On  that  heavenly  border  stand, 
Now  surmount  whate'er  opposes. 

Into  thy  embraces  ily  ; 
Speak  the  word  thou  didst  (o  Moses, 

Bid  me  get  me  up  and  diol 


Congregational  Psalmody.  By  the  Rev. 
H.  Mayo  Gunn,  Warminster.  London  : 
Jackson  anil  Walford. 

The  above  is  a  tract  of  twenty-four  pages, 
so  distinguished  by  good  taste,  sound  sense, 
and  practical  wisdom,  that  we  do  not  won- 
der that  the  Congregational  Union  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales  have  published  it  in  the 
cheapest  form,  for  circulation  throughout 
their  churches  ;  and  now  that  zealous  efforts 
are  being  made  in  many  of  our  congrega- 
tions to  improve  our  psalmody,  we  are  sure 
that  the  object  would  be  materially  aided  by 
distributing  Mr,  Gunn's  suggestive  little 
work  among  the  more  musical  members. 
It  was  once  our  privilege  to  enjoy  Mr. 
Gunn's  ministrations  for  several  successive 
Sabbaths,  and  we  cannot  forget  how  much 
the  effect  of  excellent  preaching  was  en- 
hanced by  spirited  and  appropriate  singiiig, 
which  gave  to  the  entire  service,  at  War- 


minster, a  charming  unity  and  complete- 
ness. Of  course  zeal  and  skill  are  needed 
in  order  to  bring  a  congregation  to  such 
proficiency ;  but  when  once  it  is  attained 
there  is  no  farther  difficulty  ;  for  when  peo- 
ple possess  a  taUnt  they  usually  find  plea- 
sure in  exercising  it.  Next  to  those  who 
frequent  the  prayer-meetings,  those  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  are  the  greatest 
benefactors  of  their  fellow-worshippers 
who  frequent  the  class  for  the  practice  of 
psalmody,  or  who  statedly  sustain  a  part 
in  "the  service  of  song"  in  our  solemn 
assemblies. 

From  Mr.  Gunn  we  might  quote  valuable 
hints  on  solemnity  in  singing,  on  simplicity, 
on  harmony,  on  variety  ;  but  to  some  of  our 
readers  the  following  remarks  on  time  will 
be  a  word  in  season  : — 

"  The  rate  of  movement  is  indicative  of 
feeling,  as  a  rapid  succession  of  sounds  is 
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natural  to  a  lively  state  of  mhid  ;  a  mode- 
rate pace  is  common  in  deep  thought  or 
calm  contemplation  ;  and  a  slow  step  is  be- 
coming on  solemn  or  mournful  occasions. 
Much  of  the  influence  of  music  depends  on 
the  interval  between  the  accented  notes,  and 
whether  that  interval  is  occupied  with  se- 
veral quick  notes,  or  one  moderate  or  slow 
note.  The  importance  of  the  right  time  is 
greater  than  many  imagine.  It  is  asserted 
by  the  best  judges  that  formerly  the  psalm 
tunes  were  sung  with  much  spirit,  and, 
therefore,  at  a  brisk  and  lively  rate.  In  the 
**  Psalter,"  published  by  Ravenscroft,  in 
1621,  this  direction  is  given: — "That 
Psalmes  of  rejoicing  be  sung  with  a  louder 
voice  and  a  swift  and  jocund  measure.' 
Hints  to  this  effect,  illustrative  of  the  cus- 
tom during  the  previous  century,  are  con-  [ 
firmed  by  the  divisions  in  the  psalms  ^ 
allotting  a  dozen  verses  for  a  single  singing,  j 
But  the  vigorous  strains  that  were  wont  to 
be  lifted  up  with  energy  are  in  our  day  re- 
served for  funeral  hymns,  and  are  wailed  out 
at  the  pace  of  a  funeral  procession.  Of 
this  perversion  the  Old  Hundredth  psalm- 
tune  furnishes  a  notable  example,  for  that 
which  used  to  be  the  liveliest  is  now  the 
slowest  of  tunes.  It  is  set  to  the  'Jubilate 
Deo ; '  but  when  modern  choirs  '  make  a 
joyful  noise,'  their  jubilant  mode  would  be 
the  very  thing  for  a  requiem.  Be  the  sense 
or  feeling  what  it  may,  however  cheerful 
and  gladsome,  the  tune  moves  on  in  the 
same  dirge-like  manner.  Nothing  has 
tended  more  to  render  noble  airs  unpopular 
than  a  sluggish,  heavy  mode  of  treating 
them.  Revive  their  real  spirit,  and  you  will 
soon  restore  them  to  favour.  They  are  the 
very  music  for  a  massive  volume  of  sound, 
and  should  roll  on  with  such  force  as  to  dis- 
play their  true  power.  If  allowed  to  put  j 
forth  their  strength,  they  infuse  l;fe  into  the 
whole  service.  Tiie  opinion  of  Dr.  Watts 
on  this  point  deserves  consideration,  which 
is  thus  stated  in  the  Preface  to  his  Psalms, 
published  in  a.d.  1719  : — '  It  the  method  of 
singing  were  reformed  to  a  greater  speed  of 
pronunciation,  we  should  often  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  a  longer  psalm,  with  less  expense 


of  time  and  breath ;  and  our  psalmody 
would  be  more  agreeable  to  that  of  the 
ancient  churches,  more  intelligible  to  others, 
and  more  delightful  to  ourselves.'  Those 
who  have  of  late  tried  his  advice  have  found 
it  succeed.  It  is  not  easy  to  give  an  exact 
idea  of  the  rate  of  time  to  be  generally  kept ; 
but  if  a  cheerful  or  moderate  tune,  in  long 
or  common  metre,  is  sung  in  one  minute, 
the  eftect  will  be  stirring  and  pleasing  too. 
It  will  be  admitted  that  the  popular  Na- 
tional Anthem,  as  usually  sung,  is  slow 
enough  ;  and  why  should  anything  be  sung 
more  slowly  ?  Some  allowance  must,  no 
doubt,  be  made  for  national  character,  and 
popular  taste,  displayed  in  what  is  most 
preferred,  reveals  a  union  of  sobriety  and 
energy.  Hence  psalmody,  to  be  the  ex- 
pression of  national  feeling,  must  possess 
the  characteristic  qualities  common  in  our 
age  and  country ;  and  to  pass  current,  like 
good  English  gold,  it  must  bear  the  stamp 
of  solidity  and  decision  worthy  of  a  devout 
and  earnest  people." 

JBritish  and  Foreign  Evanffelical  Review. — 
April,  1861.  Nisbet  &  Co. 
The  present  number  of  the  "  Evangelical 
Review"  opens  with  an  intere^ting  notice 
of  "  Bateman's  Life  of  the  late  Bishop 
Wilson,  of  Calcutta."  This  is  followed  bj 
an  able  and.  searching  article  from  the 
"Princeton  Review,"  entitled  "Reason 
and  Faith — Mansel  and  McCosh."  The 
article  on  the  "  Autobiography  of  Dr. 
Carlyle  "  will  be  read  with  interest,  as  it 
contains  a  very  full  exposure  of  Carlyle's 
account  of  the  conversion  of  Colonel  Grar- 
diner.  Some  interesting  notices  of  the 
Evangelical  Fi*ench  Preachers  of  the  Seven- 
teenth century  are  given  in  a  review  of 
"  Vinet's  History  of  Pr<.  aching,  (fcc. ;  "  and 
the  number  closes  with  a  very  valuable 
paper  on  "  The  Fulfilment  of  Prophecy," 
taken  from  the  "  Princeton  Review." 

The    Quarterly    Journal    of  Prophecy. 
Nisbet  &  Co. 
This  number  has  several  papers  of  varied 
interest,  which  at  present  we  cannot  more 
fully  particularise. 


Memorial  Schools  in  honour  or 
THE  LATE  Dr.  Fletcher,  of  Finsbury 
CffAPEL. — An  interesting  meeting  of  the 
congregation  of  Finsbury  Chapel,  London, 
was  held  last  month,  to  promote  the  erec- 
tion of  Day,  Infant,  and  Sabbath  Schools  in 
that  neighbourhood,  "  as  a  Testimonial  of 
Public  G-ratitude  and  Esteem  "  to  the  late 
Dr.  Fletcher,  long  and  justly  celebrated  as  a 
preacher  to  the  young.  Dr.  Fletcher,  more 
than  almost  any  other  man  in  his  time,  made 
himself  the  servant  in  his  own  favourite 
flepartment — of  all  the  churches — and  by 
doing  so,  made  them  all  alike  his  debtors. 


The  schools  themselves  will  be  a  valuable 
contribution  to  the  cause  of  further  educa- 
tion ;  and  no  more  suitable  monument 
could  have  been  suggested  to  be  raised  to 
the  memory  of  a  man  who  was  all  his  life 
long — and  his  was  a  long  and  laborious 
life — an  apostle  to  the  young.  The  Pres- 
byterians of  England  especially  may  be 
fairly  expected  to  contribute  to  such  a  de- 
sign. Dr.  Fletcher  remained  all  his  life, 
though  placed  inexceptionalcircumstances,a 
decided  Presbyterian  ;  and  the  congregation 
will  ere  long  be  attached  to  one  or  other  of 
the  branches  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
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The  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  England  commenced  its  sittings  in  Can- 
ning Street  Presbyterian  Church,  Liverpool, 
on  Monday  evening,  April  15th,  1861. 

The  Moderator  of  the  last  Synod,  the 
Kev.  P.  L.  Miller,  Newcastle,  preached  an 
able  and  appropriate  sermon.  The  Synod 
was  then  constituted  with  prayer;  after 
which  the  retiring  Moderator  relinquished 
his  trust  into  the  hands  of  the  Synod,  and 
nominated,  as  his  successor,  a  brother  who 
was  very  well  known  and  esteemed  by 
them  all, — the  Eev.  James  Blythe,  of  Bran- 
ton,  Northumberland. 

The  nomination  was  agreed  to  unani- 
mously. 

The  Kev.  Mr.  Blythe,  having  .taken  the 
chair,  delivered  the  opening  address  to  the 
Synod.  He  congratulated  the  members 
on  the  difference  between  the  state  of 
things  now  existing  and  that  whicli  pre- 
vailed in  liis  early  days.  At  that  time 
they  had  neither  a  college  nor  a  synod,  nor 
any  scheme  connected  especially  with  their 
church  ;  they  had  very  few  Sabbath  schools 
or  week-day  schools,  and  there  were  many 
defects  in  the  internal  organisation.  Now, 
however,  a  vigorous  and  healthy  life  ])er- 
vaded  the  church  ;  the  number  of  their 
congregations  was  steadily  increasing;  their 
missionary  schemes  were^thriving  ;  and  he 
entertained  a  fervent  hope  that  God  would 
be  pleased  to  strengthen  the  church,  and  to 
grant  her  continued  peace.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  then  given  to  the  retiring 
Moderator  for  the  efHcient  manner  in 
which  he  had  discharged  the  duties.  .  The 
Synod  then  adjourned. 

SECOND  SESSIOX. 

Tlie  proceedings  commenced  at  two 
o'clock  to-day,  with  devotional  exercises. 

After  disposing  of  a  case  n  lating  to  the 
disposal  of  church  property  at  Stnethwick, 
the  Synod  proceeded  to  take  up  a 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  UNITED  PREB- 
BYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  AMERICA. 

A  letter  to  the  Moderator  and  other 
members  of  the  Pret^byterian  Church  in 
England  was  read,  signed  by  P.  Bullions, 
Moderator,  and  James  Prcstley,  princupal 
clerk  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
of  North  America.  It  stated  that  the 
church  was  formed  by  a  union  of  the  As- 
sociate and  ABsociate  Reformed  Churches  ; 
that  the  basis  of  this  utiion  was  the  West- 
minster Confession  of  Faith,  with  a  deli- 
verance of  tlie  cliurcli  exhibiting  more 
fully  and  clearly  the  view  of  the  United 
Church  in  relation  to  the  civil  magistrate 


circa  socia,  the  Catechisms,  larger  and 
sliorter,  the  form  of  Pre^^byterial  Church 
Government,  and  the  Directory  for  Public 
Worship.  As  a  cliurch,  the  letter  stated 
they  had  no  cormcction  with  slavery.  They 
had  a  General  Assembly,  with  4  subor- 
dinate Synods  and  42  Presbyteries  ;  about 
60,000  communicants,  425  ministers,  60 
probationers,  and  100  students  of  theology. 
They  had  also  three  theological  seminaries 
and  three  colleges,  under  the  care  and 
control  of  different  synods. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Clerk,  seconded 
by  Dr.  McCrie,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  prepare  a  reply. 

THIRD  SESSION. 

The  Synod  re-assembled  at  six  a.m.,  and 
was  opened  by  singing,  prayer,  and  reading 
of  the  Scriptures. 

VOTE  OF  CONDOLENCE  WITH  HER  MAJESTY. 

An  address  of  condolence  with  her  Ma- 
jesty, on  account  of  her  recent  bereavement, 
by  the  death  of  her  mother,  was  brought 
up  by  a  committee  previou:?ly  appointed, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  forwarded 
for  presentation  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

EEPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.  , 

Dr.  Lorimer  read  the  report  of  this  Com- 
mittee, which  stated  that  the  revenue  had 
somewhat  declined  during  the  past  year, 
and  that  the  Committee  had  been  obliged 
to  reduce  their  grants  in  consequence. 

This  report  will  appear  in  a  future 
number. 

THE  AGED  AND  INFIRM  MINISTERS'  FUND. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Paterson  brought  up  a 
report  on  the  state  of  this  fund.  It  was 
stated  that  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of 
£2,011  had  been  promised,  and  recom- 
mended that  the  money  should  be  vested 
in  three  trustees  ;  that  the  parties  entitled 
to  claim  upon  the  fund  be  ministers  of  the 
church  who  should  have  held  ofHce  in  the 
church  for  at  least  ten  years,  and  who  from 
ill  health  or  old  age  had  become  perma- 
nently inca'pacitated  for  the  dischariJ,e  of 
ministerial  duty  ;  and  that  the  miniaium 
allowance  should  be  £20  a  year,  and  the 
maximum  allowance  £30  a  year.  Dr. 
Hamilton  moved,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Miller 
seconded  the  adoption  of  the  report ;  but  at 
the  suggestion  of  tlie  Rev.  W.  Ballantyne, 
the  report  was  generally  approved,  but  the 
rules  were  ordered  to  be  printed  and  taken 
into  consideration  at  a  future  diet. 
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THE  STATE  OF  EELIGIOJT. 

The  Rev.  P.  L.  Miller,  Convener,  made  a 
comnninication  on  this  subject.  He  said 
the  progress  of  religion  in  several  congre- 
gations was  of  a  quiet,  but  deep,  earnest, 
and  hopeful  character.  He  instanced  several 
congregations  in  which  great  progress  had 
been  made,  and  he  suggested  that  the  breth- 
ren present  who  had  witnessed  the  works 
of  grace,  either  in  their  own  congregations 
or  in  other  parts  of  the  vineyard,  should 
tell  the  Synod  what  they  had  seen. 

The  Rev.  W.  Chalmers,  of  London,  gave 
some  account  of  his  ministrations  in  the 
Victoria  and  Surrey  Theatres  of  London, 
and  he  instanced  as  an  index  of  the  state 
of  feeling  amongst  the  masses  of  London, 
that  at  the  close  of  the  sei-vices  in  the  Vic- 
toria Theatre,  on  one  occasion  1,200  or 
1,400  persons,  out  of  a  congregation  of 
3,000,  remained  for  a  more  private  and 
individual  conversation  with  the  ministers 
as  to  the  state  of  their  souls. 

The  Synod  then  adjourned  tQl  next 
morning. 

FOUETH  SESSION. 

The  Synod  was  opened  at  eleven  a.M'., 
with  praise  and  prayer. 

APrOI^fTlMENT   OP    AX    niSTOEICAL  COII- 
illTTEE  TO  THE  SYNOD. 

An"  overture  from  the  Presbyteiy  of 
London  on  this  subject  was  read  by  the 
Clerk,  who  stated  that  it  was  deemed  an 
important  matter  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  collect  such  records  and  MSS.  as  still 
existed  amongst  many  old  families,  and  in 
the  archives  of  public  bodies,  bearing  upon 
the  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Southampton,  seconded 
the  motion  for  the  sustaining  of  the  over- 
ture, remarking  that  the  county  of  Devon- 
shire contained  many  most  valuable  ma- 
terials for  a  history  of  the  Church.  Havell 
was  one  of  the  Presbyterian  ministers  there, 
and  there  were  several  large  and  flourishing 
Unitarian  churches  which  had  once  be- 
longed to  their  church.  In  the  city  of 
Exeter,  the  last  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  was  held  before  the  revival  of  tlie 
pi'esent  Synod  in  1837.  Devonshire  could 
show  mar.y  m.emorials  which  woidd  throw 
light  on  that  strange  and  lamentable  con- 
troversy, which  ended  in  the  disruption  of 
this  church. 

OYEETrEE  Oy  THE  FOEiflJLA. 

The  Clerk  reported  that  five  presbyteries 
approved,  and  only  two  disapproved,  of 
the  overture  respecting  the  explanation  to 
be  attached  to  the  23rd  chapter  of  tlie  j 
Confession  of  Faith.  It  was  therefore 
declared  to  be  a  law  of  the  Church.    TJie  i 


Rev.  Mr.  M'Lellan,  Isle  of  Man,  feared 
that  the  overture  involved  a  change  of 
principle,  or  at  least  that  a  civil  court 
might  possibly  declare  such  to  be  the  case. 
The  Clerk  explained  that  the  matter  had 
now  passed  the  Synod,  and  could  not  be 
rescinded  except  by  re-opening  the  question 
in  the  Presbyteries,  and  preparing  anotlier 
overture. 

OVERTURE    ON    THE    APPOINTMENT    OF  A 
GENERAL  SECRETARY. 

Mr.  Paterson,  Manchester,  was  heard  in 
support  of  an  overture  from  the  Presby- 
tery of  Lancashire,  recommending  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  general  secretary  to  the 
Synod. 

After  a  short  discussion  the  overture 
was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject. 

PEOPOSED  BUILDING  AND  DEBT 
EXTINCTION  FUND. 

An  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Berwick-upon-Tweed  was  read,  setting 
forth  that,  whereas  many  of  the  congrega- 
tions in  connection  with  the  Synod  wei-e 
burdened  with  debt,  which  prevented  free- 
dom of  action,  and  caused  ministers  fre- 
quently to  be  called  upon  to  leave  their 
flocks  to  solicit  aid,  it  was  expedient,  in 
order  to  remove  such  burdens,  to  establish 
a  Building  and  Debt  Extinction  Fund. 

After  a  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
Vallence,  Thompson,  Fraser,  Ballantyne, 
and  Dr.  Munro,  took  part,  the  motion 
was  withdi'awn. 

REPORT  ON  HOME  MISSIONS. 

The  Rev.  W.  M'Caw,  of  Manchester 
(convener),  read  the  seventeenth  annual  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  this  mission,  which 
stated  that  the  area  of  operations  had  been 
considerably  widened,  and  that  a  large  mea- 
sm'e  of  success  had  attended  their  opera- 
tions. Two  new  spheres  of  labour  had  been 
undertaken  during  the  year,  one  at  Carlisle 
and  the  other  at  Exeter.  There  was  a 
very  interesting  mission  field  in  Liverpool, 
which  the  Canning  Street  congregation 
had  carried  on  without  any  aid  from  the 
mission ;  and  one  of  the  oldest  congrega- 
tions in  Cumberland  (Halt whistle),  which 
had  become  almost  extinct,  had  been  re- 
vived, and  promised  to  obtain  a  measure 
of  strength.  The  Committee  had  had 
their  attention  turned  to  several  populous 
towns  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkslure,  and 
they  hoped  shortly  to  establish  a  new 
interest  at  some  point  which  would  be 
likely  to  be  a  self-supporting  one. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Manchester,  read  the 
financial  report ,  which  will  be  given  in  a 
future  number. 
The  Rev.  P.  L.  Mdler  moved  a  resolu- 


PEOCEEDINOS  OF  SYNOD. 


155 


tion  adopting  the  report,  thanking  the  con-  i 
vener  and  treasurer,  expressing  unabated  j 
interest  in  this  branch  of  the  churcli's  | 
work,  and  instructing  the  deputation  to  \ 
the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  and  the  Irish 
Presbyterian  Church  to  bring  the  claims  j 
of   the  mission   especially   before  these 
churches,  and  to  solicit  their  sympathy 
and  aid.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

FIFTH  SESSION. 

EEPORT  ON   THE   COREESPONDBNCE  WITH 
THE  -WELSH  CALVINISTIC  METHODISTS. 

Tlie  Rev.  W.  Wright  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  procured  a  good  deal  of 
information,  wl.ich,  if  the  re-appointment 
of  the  Committee  were  agreed  to,  could  be 
advantageously  made  use  of  next  year. 
Committee  re-appointed. 

SOLDIERS    IN  GAEEISON  TOWNS. 

Mr,  Wright  also  presented  a  report  on 
this  subject,  and  stated  that  very  encou- 
raging reports  had  been  received  from 
Woolwich.  Mr.  Thomson  had  been  ap- 
pointed regular  cliaplainin  connection  Avith 
the  G-overnment.  The  chief  p^rt  of  the 
work  of  the  Committee  would,  he  believed, 
after  this  year,  be  absorbed  in  the  Home 
Mission  Committee.  The  Committee  was 
then  re-appointed. 

EMPLOTilENT  OF  Pl^OBATIONEES. 

The  Rev.  W.  Ballantyne  read  a  number 
of  suggestions  as  rules  for  the  employment 
of  probationers,  which  had  been  drawn  up 
by  the  Committee  appointed  last  Synod. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  rules  should  be 
printed  for  circulation. 

SYNOD  FUND. 

Mr.  George  Diincm  read  a  report  on 
this  subject,  which  showed  an  expenditure 
during  the  year  of  £207  19s.  8d.,  and  re- 
ceipts to  the  amount  of  £191<  8s.  7d., 
leuvmg  a  balance  due  to  the  treasurer  of 
£13  lis.  Id. 

ILLNESS  OF  ilR.  JAiTES  BURT. 

The  Rev.  J.  R.  Welsh  called  attention 
to  the  illness  of  Mr.  Burt,  elder,  and  re-  { 
quested  the  prayers  of  the  Svnod  on  his  | 
behalf.    The  Rev.  Dr.  Ilamilton  offered 
prayer. 

DEPUTATION  FROM  THE  FEEE  CHURCH 
OF  SCOTLAND. 

Tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Millar  introduced  the 
deputation  from  the  Free  Cluirch  of  Scot- 
land, wliicli  consisted  of  tlie  Rev.  Dv. 
Bcith,  who  has  filled  the  ollice  of  mode- 


rator, the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Lauchlan,  of  Edin- 
burgh, General  Anderson,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Cowan,  of  Logan  House,  formerly  M.P.  for 
Edinburgh.  lie  said  he  was  sure  that  the 
Synod  must  look  upon  such  a  deputation 
as  an  expression  of  the  interest  that  church 
felt  in  them,  and  of  the  desire  which  they 
had  to  reciprocate  at  all  times  those  feel- 
ings of  sympathy  and  attachment  which 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  England  must 
ever  cherish  towards  them.  The  deputa- 
tion then  addressed  the  Synod  consecu- 
tively. Their  addresses  dwelt  specially  on 
the  present  conflict  in  Scotland  in  refer- 
ence to  the  power  of  the  Civil  Court  to 
review  the  decisions  of  the  Church. 

The  Rev.  W.  Chalmers  moved  a  resolu- 
tion, welcoming  the  deputaion,  expressing 
tlie  satisfaction  with  which  the  Synod  had 
listened  to  the  reports  given  by  them  of  the 
continued  prosperity  of  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland,  returning  thanks  for  their  ad- 
dresses, and  requesting  them  to  convey  to 
the  Free  Church  the  assurance  of  its 
warmest  sympathy  and  strenuous  §upport 
on  the  subject  in  which  she  had  again 
been  honoured  of  God  to  take  the  lead  for 
upholding  the  purity  and  vindicating  the 
liberty  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings were  closed  with  prayer. 

SIXTH  SESSION. 

THE  HEATH    STREET    (lIYERPOOl)  CON"- 
GEEGATION. 

The  Synod  next  proceeded  to  hear  an 
application  for  the  sanction  of  Heath  Street 
Congregation,  Liverpool,  as  a  separate 
charge.  Documents  having  been  read  in 
the  case,  the  Rev.  H.  Lundie,  Birkenhead, 
was  heard  in  support  of  the  application. 
He  stated  it  was  a  missionary  station, 
which  was  desiring  to  be  recognised  as  a 
full  charge. 

In  reply  to  Dr.  Lorimer, 
■  The  Rev.  J.  R,  Welsh  said  that  the  salary 
of  Mr.  Mickle'ohn  (the  probationer  engaged 
at  the  station)  was  £125  ;  and  Mr.  Lvmdie 
stated  that  the  communicants  numbered 
fifty-five,  and  that  the  revenue  from  the  con- 
gregation itself  amounted  to  about  £70. 

After  a  lengthened  discussion,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  charge  be  sanctioned,  and 
measures  taken  to  ordain  Mr.  Mickle- 
jolin,  suitable  provision  being  made  for  his 
support. 

WHAETON  AND  SWINTON,  LANCASHIRE. 

An  application  similar  to  the  last  was 
made  by  the  Lancashire  Presbytery  on  bo- 
half  of  Wharton  and  Swinton,  a  few  miles 
from  Manclie?ter.  The  application  wva  at 
once  agreed  to. 
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DEPUTATION  PROM    THE  IRISH  PRESBY- 
TERIAN CHURCH. 

The  Rey.  Mr.  Manealey,  of  Belfast,  and 
Mr.  Sinclair,  Elder,  were  then  intro- 
duced by  the  Rev.  P.  L.  Miller ;  and 
both  addressed  the  Synod  at  considerable 
length. 

Mr.  M'Caw,  of  Manchester,  moved  a 
resolution  congratulating  the  dei)utation 
on  the  condition  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Ireland,  and  expressive  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  revival.  The  Rev.  J.  R. 
^yel3h  seconded  the  motion. 

THE  MILLWALL  APPLICATION. 

The  Rev.  Mr,  Duncan,  the  Clerk,  intro- 
duced an  application  from  tlie  London 
Presbytery  for  the  admission  of  the  congre- 
gation now  assembling  in  Miliwall  Cliurch 
to  be  connected  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  England.  Tlie  congregation  was  a 
email  one,  but  it  was  made  up  principally  by 
Scotch  families,  the  heads  of  which  were 
skilled  artisans.  The  station  had  been  in 
existence  for  several  years  ;  but  owing  to 
the  manner  of  ministerial  supply,  there  had 
not  been  the  progress  made  it  was  presumed 
a  settled  ministry  would  promote,  as  tlie 
population  of  the  district  was  for  the  most 
part  thoroughly  Scottish. 

The  application  was  agreed  to. 

EXETEE  CONGREGATION — THE  ORGAN 
QUESTION. 

The  Presbytery  of  London  recommended 
that  the  congregation  worshipping  in 
Christ  Church,  Exeter,  be  received  as  a 
Banctioued  charge. 

Mr.  Wright  enforced  the  claims  of  the 
congregation  in  an  able  speech,  shoveing  the 
progress  made  by  Presbyterians  in  the  city 
of  Exeter,  and  the  desirability  of  granting 
the  application.  The  building  was  erected 
some  years  ago  for  the  use  of  persons  who, 
disgusted  with  the  Puseyism  which  had 
pervaded  the  cliurches  in  Exeter,  had  re- 
solved to  form  a  Free  Church  congrega- 
tion. That  experiment,  howxrer,  had 
failed,  as  had  others  made  by  other  par- 
ties, but  now  there  was  every  prospect  of 
success. 

Mr.  .J.  C.  Paterson  asked  Mr.  Wright 
if  there  was  not  an  organ  in  the  church, 
and  if  it  was  played  during  Divine  service? 

Considerable  discussion  followed  this 
question  ;  several  gentlemen  calling  upon 
Mr.  Wright  to  answer  it,  while  others  re- 
quested him  to  refrain  from  doing  so  at 
present.  L^ltimately,  the  reverend  gentle- 
man stated  that  it  was  quite  true  there  was 
an  organ,  and  that  it  was  played  during 
Divine  service.  After  an  animated  discus- 
sion the  Synod  adjourned. 

At  five  o'clock  the  Synod  renewed  its 


deliberations,  and  the  consideration  of  the 
Exeter  case  was  then  continued.  In  reply 
to  questions  put  by  Mr.  Paterson,  Mr. 
Wright  said  the  beneficiary  interested  in 
the  property  was  the  widow  of  Mr.  White- 
church,  wlio  purchased  the  church  ;  and 
the  present  trustees  were  perfectly  compe- 
tent to  make  a  transference  of  it  either  by 
sale  or  lease.  He,  however,  declined  to 
answer  the  question  whether  Mr.  Barbour, 
of  Mancliester,  when  he  heard  of  tlie  organ 
being  in  the  church,  wished  to  withdraw  the 
grant  he  had  made  ;  and  whether  he  (Mr. 
Wright)  had  promised  that  the  organ  should 
be  discontinued.  He  considered  that  to 
answer  such  questions,  without  Mr.  Bar- 
bour's presence  or  consent,  would  be  a 
j  breach  of  that  honour  and  propriety  with 
j  which  private  correspondence  ought  always 
to  be  treated  ;  and,  at  the  time  in  question, 
the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Barbour  was 
essentially  private.  There  were  285  sittings 
in  the  cliurch  let  at  the  present  moment. 

Mr.  Couseus,  a  deputy,  from  Exeter,  said, 
he  was  not  at  all  interested  in  the  organ 
qviestion,  and  he  would  not  give  the  tenth 
part  of  a  penny  to  retain  the  organ  in  the 
church,  but  the  congregation  were  not  pre- 
pared to  dispense  with  it ;  and  he  thought 
it  rather  a  hard  case  that  they  must  not 
have  the  sound  of  the  Gospel  trumpet  unless 
on  the  coiidition  of  tlie  organ  being  silenced. 
His  opinion  as  to  organs  was,  that  all  in- 
strumental music  was  merely  to  guide  and 
assist  the  human  voices,  not  to  drown  or 
supersede  them.  The  singing  at  tlie  Exeter 
church  was  so  hearty  as,  for  the  most  part, 
to  render  the  organ  inaudible ;  but  the 
Exeter  people  could  scarcely  believe  it  pos- 
sible to  conduct  the  psalmody  in  public 
worship  without  assistance  from  instru- 
ments. He  thought  it  was  expedient  to 
conciliate  the  people  in  order  to  do  them 
spiritual  good ;  and  he  therefore  recom- 
mended the  Synod  to  sanction  the  applica- 
tion witliout  insisting  upon  the  rehnquish- 
ment  of  the  organ. 

Mr.  Paterson  contended  that  if  there  was 
a  city  through  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  land  where  Presbyterianism  should  be 
presented  in  all  its  purity  and  all  its  sim- 
plicity, that  city  was  the  prelatic  one  of 
Exeter;  and  he  moved,  "That  the  Synod 
sustain  the  reference  from  the  Presbytery 
of  London  in  the  case  of  the  congregation 
of  Exeter  ;  but  inasmuch  as  the  Sn  nod  had 
learned  that  an  organ  is  being  used  in  the 
public  worship,  a  Commission  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  to  deal  with  the  congregation  with 
a  view  to  their  bringing  their  worship  into 
conformity  with  the  laws  of  this  church,  as 
declared  by  the  Synod  at  its  meeting  in 
Manchester  in  1858 ;  and,  on  the  Commis- 
sion being  satisfied  thereanent,  the  cougi'c- 
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gaMon  be  admitted,  and  that  the  Commis- 
sion do  report  to  the  uext  meeting  of  tlie 
Synod." 

Mr.  Gordon  Brown  seconded  the  motion. 
Dr.  Anderson  moved,  "  Tliat  the  Synod 
sustain  the  reference,  and  remit  the  case  to 
the  Presbytery,  with  instructions  to  ur-^'C 
upon  the  conijregation  of  Exeter  llie  Clii'is- 
tian  expediency  of  bringin;^  their  pubhc 
worship  into  closer  accortlance  with  tl)e 
general  usage  of  this  churcli,  and  with  full 
power  to  decide  in  the  matter  of  sanction- 
ing tliat  congregation  as  a  settled  cliarge,  as 
may  seem  to  them  in  the  circumstances 
most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
church  and  the  prosperity  of  the  congrega- 
tion of  Exeter."  He  said,  he  did  not  enter- 
tain such  strong  objections  against  instru- 
mental music  as  would  lead  him  to  concur 
in  the  opposite  motion,  which  implied  that 
the  abandonment  of  the  use  of  an  organ  on 
the  part  of  any  congregation  courting  com- 
munion with  the  churcli  should.be  a  sine 
qua  non  to  its  admission  ;  and  he  could  not 
concur  with  his  friend  Mr.  Paterson  in  cha- 
racterizing instrumental  musicas  a  prelatical 
mode  of  worship,  as  if  it  were  peculiar  to  an 
Episcopal  Church.  If  he  was  not  greatly  mis- 
taken, the  Prepbjterian  community  com- 
prehended the  largest  section  of  Protesrant 
Christians  in  the  world,  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ire- 
land and  in  Scotland,  he  knew  not  a  Pres- 
byterian Church  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
which  had  ignored  the  use  of  the  organ  ; 
and  they  were  not  entitled  to  say  that  they 
exhibited  the  only  essential  type  of  Presby- 
terianism  in  excluding  the  organ  from  pub- 
lic worship.  If  they  were  to  hoist  a  new  j 
banner,  and  inscribe  a  new  motto  on  it, ! 

No  organ,"  he  would  ask  them  to  add,  | 
"  No  Gregorian  chants,"  for  he  thouglit 
that  one  mode  of  worship  was  as  little  in 
accordance  with  the  general  practice  of  the  \ 
church  as  the  other.    He  did  not  want 
organs  introduced  into  their  old  congrega- 
tions ;  he  had  no  passion  for  instrumental  | 
music ;  but  he  did  wish  that  they  should 
not  bar  the  door  against  any  congregation  \ 
courting  their  communion  merely  because  | 
that  congregation  refused  to  part  witli  a  j 
mode  of  worsliipping  God  to  which  they  ' 
had  been  long  accustomed.    His  motion  j 
left  that  question  to  be  taken  up,  enter-  | 
tained,  and  decided  upon  by  the  Presbytery 
of  London ;    and  he  had  full  confidence 
that  they  in  their  wisdom  would  dispose  of 
it  in  such  a  manner  as  would  commend 
their  decision  to  the  general  acceptance  of 
the  church.    Sure  he  was  that  they  would 
approach  the  congregation  of  Exeter  in  a 
less  offensive  character  than  tlie  commis- 
sioners proposed  to  be  sent  by  Mr.  Patcr- 
son's  motion,  inasmuch  as  those  commis- 
sioners would  go  down  with  a  banner  in- 


scribed "  No  surrender,"  and  with  a  weapon 
to  demolish  their  favourite  instrument. 

Mr.  Cathcart  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Chalmers  submitted,  with  the  con- 
sent of  Dr.  Anderson,  the  following  motion 
as  a  substitute  for  that  moved  by  the  latter 
gentleman: — "That  the  Synod  sustain  the 
reference  fiom  the  Presbytery  of  Londoa 
in  the  case  of  the  congregation  of  Exeter, 
and  remit  the  case  to  that  Presbytery,  with 
instruction  to  urge  upon  the  congregation 
of  Exeter  the  importance  of  bringing  their 
public  worship  in  closer  accordance  with 
the  general  usage  of  this  Church,  and  with 
full  powers  to  sanction  the  congregation  as 
a  settled  charge,  provided  they  agree  within 
a  reasonable  time  to  abandon  the  use  of 
instrumental  music."  He  maintained  that 
there  was  no  law  of  the  Church  on  the 
subject,  but  merely  a  decision  of  the  Synod, 
which  held  good  until  repealed  by  another 
Synod.  The  decision  of  the  Synod  at 
Manchester  was  not  that  the  use  of  the 
organ  was  sinful  or  unlawful,  but  solely 
that  it  was  inexpedient.  If  they  were  able 
as  a  Church  to  say  that  it  was  sinful  or 
unscriptural,  they  could  settle  it  in  an 
liour  ;  but  they  violated  the  liberty  of  the 
Christian  Church  when  they  enacted  laws 
founded  upon  any  other  basis  than  the 
Divine  law  ;  and  when  they  said  that  a 
congregation  should  have  no  communion 
with  them  unless  they  adopted  such  laws, 
they  must  beware  lest  they  brought  them- 
selves under  the  reproach,  "  Ah !  put  your- 
stlves  under  the  Presbytery,  and  you  wuU 
be  ridden  as  hard  as  under  "  Henry  of 
Exeter" — ridden!  aye,  by  a  riding  com- 
mission. As  the  commissioners  from 
Exeter  gave  them  to  hope  that  reasoning 
might  pojsibly  accomplish  the  object  of 
the  Synod,  and  as  he  had  no  doubt  that  if 
the  commission  was  sent  as  proposed,  the 
existence  of  the  congregation  would  termi- 
niste  on  the  5th  of  J  uly,  he  suggested  this 
amended  motion  as  the  only  chance  of 
saving  the  congregation,  and  of  saving  the 
disgrace  of  bemg  obliged  to  leave  Exeter, 
having  it  pinned  to  their  tail  that  they 
preferred  the  absence  of  the  organ  to  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  revival  of 
the  word  of  God,  and  the  salvation  of 
souls. 

After  some  questions  and  explanations, 
the  other  motions  were  withdrawn,  and 
the  one  suggested  by  Mr.  Chalmers  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Synod  adjourned  till  uext  day. 

FOEEIGN  MISSIONS. 

The  Rev.  William  Ballantyne  read  the 
report  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Committee, 
which  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  our 
columns. 
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The  Rev.  J.  D.  Burns  moved  that  the 
report  be  adopted. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Miller  seconded  the  mo- 
tion, which,  after  an  interesting  address  bj 
Eehari  Lai  Singh  on  the  nature  of  Moliam- 
medism,  and  the  trials  and  difficulties  con- 
nected with  missionary  labours  among  the 
Mohammedans  of  India,  was  agreed  to. 

Friday,  April  19. 

APPLICATK  ISr  FOR  THE  SANCTION  OF  A 
ClIARQE  IN  CAELI3LE. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Burns  read  an  overture 
from  the  Cumberland  Presbylerj,  praying 
the  Synod  to  sanction  the  congregation  in 
the  above  city  as  a  regular  charge.  The 
population  of  Carlisle  was  stated  to  be 
30,000—10,000  of  whom  were  Scotch  j  con- 
sequently there  was  a  large  field. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Lorimer  moved  that  the 
application  be  admitted. 

The  resolutions  being  seconded,  and  the 
Synod  being  satisfied  as  to  tlie  maintenance 
of  the  Minister,  it  was  agreed  to. 

PSOVISION  FOR  AGED  AND  DISABLED 
MINISTERS. 

The  rules  for  the  administration  of  this 
fund  were  read  and  approved.  These  rules 
provided  for  suitable  trustees  being  ap- 
pointed ;  for  the  Synod  by  its  own  vote  to 
pass  every  claim  from  persons  being  minis- 
ters of  the  Church  for,  at  least,  ten  years, 
none  others  being  eligible;  that  the  mini- 
mum allowance  be  £20  per  annum,  and 
the  maximum £30.  The  rules  were  adopted, 
and  collections  for  supplying  funds  were 
fixed. 

REPORT  OF  THE  GENERAL  SECRETARY 
COMMITTEE. 

The  Rev.  J.  C.  Paterson,  Manchester, 
the  convener,  of  this  Committee,  brought 
up  the  report,  which  was  to  the  elFect  that 
the  Committee  had  conferred  with  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Duncan,  who  had  consented  to  accept 
the  office  if  elected  to  it. 

The  Synod  received  the  report,  and  for- 
mally appointed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan  to 
the  office  referred  to. 

DEPUTIES  TO  OTHER  CHURCHES. 

The  Synod  having  called  for  the  report 
on  deputies  to  other  churches,  it  was  read 
by  the  Rev.  Wm.  Ballantyne.  The  recom- 
mendations were,  that  the  Moderator,  the 
Rev.  Wm.  Ballantyne,  and  Messrs.  Alex. 
Gillespie  and  James  Watson  (London), 
and  Robert  Lockhart  (Liverpool),  form 
the  deputation  to  the  Free  Church  of  Scot- 
land ;  and  that  the  Moderator,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Mackenzie,  and  Messrs.  T.  P.  Dods  (Hex- 


ham), and  W.  Ferguson  (London),  Elders, 
be  deputed  to  visit  the  Greneral  Assembly 
of  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church.  As  the 
clerk  of  Synod  was  about  to  visit  Canada, 
the  Committee  on  bills  and  overtures  re- 
commended to  the  Synod  that  he  be  ap- 
pointed the  deputy  of  the  Church  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Churcli  in  Canada,  and  that  he  receive  a 
brotherly  letter  from  the  Synod  to  the 
churches  in  America  liolding  the  West- 
minster standards.  Agreed. 

REPLY    TO    THE    PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
OF  NORTH  AMERICA. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  M'Crie  read  the  letter 
which  the  Synod  had  ordered  to  be  pre- 
pared in  reply  to  the  letter  from  the  Ame- 
rican Church,  dated  May  26,  1859.  The 
letter  "  sincerely  reciprocated  the  spirit  of 
brotherly  kindness  which  dictated  and  so 
thoroughly  pervaded  that  communic-ation." 
The  document  also  stated — "  We  rejoice 
together  with  you  in  the  progress  and  pros- 
perity of  your  Church,  struggling  as  we 
are  to  uphold  in  their  original  purity  the 
principles  of  Pi'esby  tery  and  of  the  West- 
minster standards,  in  a  land  where  we  find 
ourselves  encompassed  with  hostile  ele- 
ments, prelatic  and  sectarian." 

REPORT  ON  UNION. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  M'Crie  brought  up  the 
report  of  tlie  committee  on  this  subject. 
It  appeared  tliat  a  conference  between  a 
deputation  from  tliis  Church  and  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  United  Presbyterian  body 
had  been  held.  In  that  conference  the 
difficulties  of  union  were  freely  discussed  ; 
but,  as  they  passed  under  review,  those 
difficulties  appeared  to  become  fewer  and 
smaller.  The  report  recommended  a  depu- 
tation from  this  Synod  to  that  of  the 
United  Presbyterians  shortly  to  be  held  in 
Scotland.  It  was  thought  by  the  speakers 
on  this  subject  that  the  vmion  of  two 
bodies,  holding  so  much  in  common,  would 
enable  them,  in  conjunction,  to  present  to 
the  English  public  an  aspect  well  calculated 
to  further  the  interests  of  Christ's  cause. 
The  r>?port  was  adopted,  and  the  Rev. 
Drs.  Hamilton  and  Anderson,  Ministers, 
with  Messrs.  Gillespie  and  Bruce,  Elders, 
were  appointed  as  the  deputation. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  meeting  of  Synod 
next  year  should  take  place  on  the  second 
Monday  in  May,  in  Regent  Square  Cnurch, 
London. 

After  disposing  of  some  other  matters — 
including  a  gratifying  report  on  the  col- 
lege—it was  announced  that  the  business 
had  terminated,  and  the  Synod  was  dis- 
solved in  the  usual  form. 
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EOHEIGN  MISSION. 


COLLECTION— THIRD  SABBATH 
m  MAY. 

By  appointment  of  Synod  the  an- 
nual collection  on  behalf  of  the 
Foreit^n  Mission  should  be  made  in  all 
the  con rogations  of  the  Church  on 
the  third  Sabbath  of  the  present 
month.  For  evidence  of  the  import- 
ance and  growing  interest  of  this  mis- 
sion we  refer  our  readers  to  the  very 
able  report  of  the  Committee,  which 
appears  in  our  present  number.  We 
hope  the  collection  will  be  liberal. 


COLLECTIONS  AND  DONATIONS. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

Glanton,  Collection  £2  17  10 

Sunderland,  St.  George's  Sabbath  School  2  9  6 
Newcastle,    Trinity,    per   Mrs.  Susan 

Archer  2    0  0 

Manchester,  Grosvenor  Square,  Juvenile 

Missionary  Association  .  .  .800 
Guernsey,  Collection  .  .  .  .286 
Dalston,  London,  Subscriptions  .  .260 
Marylebone,  London,  Mrs.  Wright .      .   0  15  0 

INDIA  MISSION. 

Subscriptions : — 

River  Terrace,  London .  .  .  £12  1  0 
Trinity,  De  Beauvoir  Town  .       .       .   4  14  6 

James  E.  Mathieson, 
77,  Lombard  Street,  E.C.,  Joint  Treasurer. 

London,  20th  April,  1861. 

HOME  MISSION  FUND. 

CoUectiions  : — 

Islington,  Liverpool     .       .       .       £17   3  4 

Morpeth  5  12  0 

Monlcwearmouth  1  10  0 

Sunderland  14  13  0 

Grosvenor  Square,  Manchester    .       .  27    8  0 

Eisley  0  11  0 

Harbottle  18  0 

Eirdhope  Cra^'g  18  5 

Whiteliaven  2    0  0 

Glanton  '  .271 

Parkffate  !  13    1  0 

Bournemouth        .       .       .       \       *.    2  10  6 

liaviugton  and  Ryull     .       .       .       .    2  18  8 


Associations  : — 

Risley  £0   6  0 

Whitehaven  0  14  0 

Regent,  Square,  London,  to  31  March  .  18  17  9 
Juvenile  Missionary  Association,  Gros- 
venor Square,  Manchester        .       .  13    0  0 

Donation,  Mr.  Alexander  Davidson,  Car- 
lisle  110 

Manchester,  April  IQth,  1861. 

COLLEGE  FUND. 

Feb.  22.  Collection   from  Monkwear- 

mouth,  by  Mr.  Eggleston       £2    0  0 
,,    25.  Balance  of  Rent  from  Foreign 

Mission,  Mr.  Matheson        .  10    0  0 
March  1.  Collection,  Thropton,  by  Mr. 

Ord  10  0 

„    6.  Collection,  Risley      .    0  15  7 
Association,  ditto      .    0  12  0 

By  Mr.  Wightman        .       .17  7 
,,  16.  Donation  from  "  a  Missionary," 

by  Mr.  Mathiesou  .       .       .  10    0  0 
„  18.  Collection,  Long  FramUngton, 

by  Rev.  J.  Anderson     .       .    0  13  6 
Hampstead  Congret;ational  As- 
sociation,  by   Mr.  William 

Garden  21  13  0 

„  10.  Collection,   Chester,   by  Mr. 

Dickson  0  15  6 

Donation   (with  Durham  post 

mark)  0  10  0 

„  20.  Robert  Barbour,  Esq.       .       100   0  0 
Further   from    St.  George's, 
Liverpool,  CongregationalAs- 
sociation,  by  Mr.  Adam        .    4  12  3 
22.  Collection,    Widdriugton,  by 

Rev.  Mr.  Edwards        .       .10  0 
„  57.  Collection,  St.  George's,  Sun- 
derland, by  Mr.  Glover .       .  13    8  0 
„  28,  Congre[.'ational  Association, 

Dalston,  by  Mr.  Scadlock     .    4  10  0 
%*  A  portion  of  this  list  has  been  accidentally 
omitted,  which  will  ai^pear  in  our  next. — Ed. 


PRESBYTERY  03?  NEWCASTLE. 

Met,  pro  re  nata,  in  the  John  Knox 
Church,  Newcastle,  on  the  4lh  April,  to 
consider  a  call  from  the  congregation  at 
Grreenwich  to  the  Eev.  Adolph  Saphir,  of 
Laygate  Church,  South  Shields. 

Present: — Rev.  John  Jeffrey,  Moderator; 
Messrs.  Miller,  Saphir  and  Reed,  Minis- 
ters ;  Mr.  Glover,  Elder. 

The  meeting  having  been  duly  consti- 
tuted, the  circular  calUng  it  was  read,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  Moderator  approved. 

There  was  then  laid  on  the  table  and 
read,  a  call  from  the  Greenwich  congrega- 
tion to  Mr.  Saphir,  signed  by  eighty-four 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


co  Tiinunicants  and  sixtj-four  adherents.  A 
letter  from  the  Moderator,  pro  tem.,  of  the 
Presbytery  of  London,  stating  that  reasons 
of  translation  would  be  forwarded  by  next 
meeting,  was  also  read. 

The  Presbytery  agreed  to  take  the  steps 
usual  in  such  a  case,  and  ordered  the  call 
to  lie  on  the  table- — agreeing  to  meet  in 
Laygate  Church,  on  Thursday,  the  25th 
April,  at  12.30  p.m.,  the  congregation  at 
Laygate  and  Mr.  Saphir  to  be  cited  to 
appear  at  said  meeting  ;  and  the  Clerk  was 
instructed  to  give  notice  of  this  meeting  to 
the  Commissioners  from  the  Presbytery  of 
London  and  the  Greenwich  congregation. 
Mr.  Dinwiddle  was  appointed  to  serve  the 
edict  in  Laygate  Church,  on  Sabbath,  the 
14th.    The  Presbytery  then  adjourned. 

The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer. 


John  Knox  Church  Sabbath  Schools, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. — On  Tuesday,  April 
2nd,  a  soiree  was  held  in  connection  with 
the  above  Schools,  in  the  lecture-room  of 
West  Clayton  Street  Chapel.  The  tables 
•were  provided  gratuitously  by  the  ladies  of 
the  congregation.  About  350  sat  down  to 
tea ;  and  after  an  excellent  repast  the  chair 
was  taken  by  the  Rev.  P.  L.  Miller.  Mr. 
Miller  then  invited  Mr.  John  Fenwick  to 
address  the  meeting  upon  a  subject  dear  to 
a  Newcastle  audience, — the  memory  of  Dr. 
Morrison.  Mr.  Fenwick  enjoyed  the  privi- 
lege of  the  great  missionary's  friendship  from 
his  youth,  and  greatly  interested  his  au- 
dience by  a  narration  of  various  occurrences 
in  his  life  and  labours.  The  chairman  next 
addressed  the  meeting,  directing  his  re- 
marks principally  to  the  teachers,  wliom  he 
exhorted  to  the  cultivation  of  two  princi- 
ples,— the  attractive  and  the  aggres- 
sive. Mr.  Angus,  superintendent  of  the 
school,  read  a  lucid  and  interesting  report 
of  its  progress  ;  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  number  of  children  on  the  roll  is  150, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  120,  and  the 
number  of  teachers  22.  In  connection 
with  the  school  is  a  library,  and  to  procure 
funds  for  its  extension  was  one  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  present  meeting.  The  report 
concluded  with  an  invitation  to  friends  to 
engage  in  the  important  work  of  teaching. 
Mr.  Errington  Ridley,  Secretary  of  the 
Newcastle  Sunday  School  Union,  having 
spoken,  Mr.  James  Davidson  gave  an  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  the  branch  school  in 
The  Friars."  This  is  a  mission  school, 
situated  in  the  midst  of  a  population  sunk 


in  ignorance.  After  a  strong  appeal  from 
Mr.  Hinton  for  the  establishment  of  day 
schools,  and  a  few  renuirks  from  the  Rev. 
S.  Wallace,  the  meeting  was  brought  to  a 
close. 

Leeds. — On  Friday  evening,  the  5th 
ult.,  in  the  schoolroom  of  St.  Columba's 
Church,  a  beautiful  timepiece  was  presented 
to  the  Rev.  Nason  Brown  by  the  members 
of  his  Bible  class,  as  a  token  of  their  res- 
pect and  gratitude. 

Bournemouth.  —  The  annual  social 
meeting  of  this  congregation  was  lately 
held  in  the  church.  It  was  numerous  and 
enthusiastic.  In  the  course  of  the  evening 
Mr.  James  C.  Waters,  in  the  name  of  the 
congregation,  presented  Mr.  McMillan 
with  a  handsome  gold  watch  and  appen- 
dages, which  bore  the  following  appropriate 
inscription : — 

PRESENTED 

to 

THE  REV.  H.  McMillan, 

By  the  Congregation  of  St.  Andrew's  Scotch 
Church,  as  a  small  but  unanimous  expression  of 
their  affectionate  regard  for  him  as  their  minister; 
of  the  value  which  they  set  upon  his  pulpit  and 
privarte  ministrations,  and  of  their  appreciation  of 
his  unflngginj  and  successful  exertions  in  the  erec- 
tion and  establishment  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
here. 

Bournemouth,  2nd  April,  1861. 

Mr.  McMillan  replied  in  a  feeling  speech, 
expressing  the  interest  he  felt  in  the  spiri- 
tual welfare  of  his  people,  and  his  gratitude 
for  their  kindness. 

Morpeth. — Anniversary  sermons  were 
preached  in  St.  George's  Presbyterian 
Church,  Morpeth,  on  Sabbath,  the  14th 
instant,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  M'Crie,  London. 
The  sermons  were  worthy  of  the  fame 
which  the  reverend  doctor  has  long  main- 
tained of  being  an  able  and  eloquent  ex- 
pounder of  evangelical  truth.  The  evening 
sermon  was  more  especially  characterized 
by  great  power,  and  was  listened  to  with 
the  most  profound  attention  by  the  large 
audience,  which  filled  the  church.  The 
collection  towards  the  liquidation  of  the 
debt  still  existing  on  the  church  amounted 
to  £24  5s.  3d. 


Protestant  Worship  at  the  Earl 
OF  Shrewsbury's. — The  private  chapel  of 
the  Earls  of  Shrewsbury,  in  Alton  Towers, 
which,  up  to  the  demise  of  the  late  Earl, 
had  been  devoted  to  the  service  of  the 
Romish  Church,  has  just  been  re-opened  for 
Protestant  worship,  according  to  the  rites  of 
the  Church  of  England. 
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THE  ACCOUNTS 

OF  THT? 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  ENGLAND, 

For  the  Year  ending  2>\st  December^  1860, 


WITH  THE  TREASURERS'  REPORTS. 


By  appointment  of  the  Synod  the  Annual  Collections  for  the  Schemes  take  place 
as  under :  — 

Third  Sabbath  in  February — Home  Mission. 
Third  Sabbath  in  March — Synod  Fund. 
Third  Sabbath  in  May — Foreign  Missions. 
Third  Sabbath  in  August — School  Fund. 
Third  Sabbath  in  November — College  Fund. 

Treasurers  for  the  above  Funds, — 

Robert  Baeboue,  Treasurer  for  Home  Mission. 
Aechibald  T.  Eitchie,  Treasurer  for  College. 
Hugh  M.  Matheson,  Treasurer  for  Foreign  Mission. 
Geoege  Duncan,  Treasurer  for  Synod  Fund. 
John  Johnstone,  Treasurer  for  School  Fund. 
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ACCOUNTS  OF  THE 

rRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  ENGLAND, 

For  the  Tear  ending  ^Ist  Decemher^  1860. 


Presbyteries. 


Presbytery  of  Berwick. 

Ancjjoft  Moor    ...  Jas.  K.  McLean 


Belford 
'  Bkuwicjc  ... 

Etal 
iLowiCK 

jNOKUAXI  ... 
j  N.  SCXDERLAND 
jTwEEDMOriH 
HOKNCLIFFK 


D.  Terras,  m.a. 
Peter  Thomson 
Thomas  Robinson  ... 
John  Frazer,  clerk. 
William  Haig 
Donald  Munro 
Andrew  Cant 
P.  Yallance  


Presbytery  of  Birmingham 

Birmingham — 

Broad-street 

New  John-street 

Dudley   

Hanley   

Stapford   

Wolverhampton.  . , 
Smethwick 
Cheltexham 
Eccles   


J.  E.  Mackenzie, D.D. 
T.  Macpherson,  m.a. 
George  Lewis,  clerk. 
John  Crowe  


Eobert  Steel 


I       Presbytery  of  Lancashire. 

Bolton   John  Clelland 

Chester   "William  Hunter 

Crewe   D.  Blelloch  ... 

Douglas,  I.  of  Man  James  Cleland 
Litebpool — 


Canning-street . 
St.  George's 
St.  Peter's 
Islington... 
Trinity  ... 
Birkenhead 
Manchester — 
Grosvenor-square  Alex.   Munro,  d.d 


J.  E.  Welsh,  M.A. 
Alex.  Cromar,  m.a. 
James  Paterson  ... 
T.  M.  White,  ll.d. 
Geo.  Johnstone, M.A. 
E.  H.  Lundie,  m.a. 


St.  Andrew's 
Ancoats  ... 
Salford  ... 
Trinity  ... 
j  Ramsbottom 
Rislet 

!  WiGAN 

j  Bkadfobd  ... 

'Leeds 

i  Sheffield... 

'  Warrington 

Rockferuy 

Park  Gate 

Miscellaneous 
.  SWINTON  ... 


J.  C.  Paterson 

—  Ross   

J.  T.  Davidson 
William  McCaw  ... 
A.  McLean,  d.d.  ... 
Thomas  Robinson  ... 
David  Blyth 

Nason  Brown 
James  Breakey 
Andrew  Inglis,  clerk. 
D.  Henderson 
McDonald  Halket... 


I  Presbytery  of  London. 

I  Aldeeney  Walter  Wright 

BowiNEMOUTH    ...  H.  McMillan 
Brighton  ...       ...  D.  MacLaren 

Greenwich  3  .G.CDxxnc&n,  synod  clerk. 

'Guernsey  — Jeffrey   

London — 

i    Regent-square  ...  Jas.  Hamilton,  d.d. 


River-terrace 
John  Knox 
Marylebone 
Southwark 
Chelsea  ... 
Hampstead 
Carlton  HiU 
Dalston 


John  Weir,  d.d. 
William  Keedy 
W.  Chalmers,  m.a. 
Joseph  Fisher 
T.  Alexander,  m.a. 
.Jas.  D.  Burns,  m.a. 
Alex.  Roberts,  m.a. 
Matt.  Davison 


9  10  3 


1  12  9 
110 


34  1 
9  7 


25   0  0 


12  9 
16  0 


3  10 
10  6 


5   0  0 


119  17  4 


12 

10 

0 

4 

11 

1 

10 

3 

0 

36 

14 

0 

8 

1 

3 

2 

3 

6 

5 

1 

1 

College 
Fund. 


£  s.  d 

0  12  $ 

1  10  ( 

1  3  ( 

2  3  J 
1  7  ( 
1  6  ( 


0  15 
8  17 


Home 
Mission. 


£  s.  d. 
15  0 
1  15  0 

1  0  0 

2  17  0 
2  10  0 
13  3 
1  10  0 
13  6 
110 

U    4  9 


Foreign 
Mission. 


£  s. 


4  15  0 


7    0  0 


0  15  6 

1  1  0 


42  19  8 
52  17  7 
10   0  0 


24   0  0 


18 


4  10 
0  0 


5  0  0 
41   3  4 


7  7 
1  1 


5  18  6 

6  17  10 

103    0  0 


343    6  11 


3 

10 

2 

17 

0 

0 

12 

19 

9 

2  10  0 

2   0  0 

4  10  0 

1  io  0 


13  5  0 
0  15  0 


0  15  0 
16    7  0 


5  0  0 
3  0  0 
3  11  6 


13    5  0 


4  12 
4  10 

2  10 

3  0 


23    8  0 


56  18 
43  11 
4  13 

6  0 
62  13 

7  1 
1  4 


1  14  10 


10  10  0 


5  17  6 
4  10 


417  16  9 


Caledonian-road    Edward  Kimmett 


11  12  6 

14   6  3 


2  8 


24 

6 

0 

124 

18 

6 

22 

17 

11 

11 

8 

3 

53 

15 

1 

15 

14 

0 

28 
9 

0 
6 

10 
3 

4 

10 

0 

0  10 

17  "6 
8  3 
2  10 


2  18 
1  1 
6  0 

81  2 
23  19 
19  0 
43  3 
6  10 
41  6 

50  0 
41  1 
4  5 
4  10 
52  12 


1  15  0 


6  3  4 
62  7  7 
2   0  0 


649  15  8 


Synod 
Fund. 


Totals. 


£  s. 

0  11 

1  0 

1  13 

2  5 
1  4 
1  0 
0  10 
0  14 
0  16 


9  14  7 


2  15  0 

3  "6  0 


0  10  6 
5    0  0 


11  5 


2  10  0 


1 

2 

6 

21 

1 

4 

5 

0 

0 

13 

9 

0 

2 

i'i 

2 

10 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

2 

13 

1 

3 

"6 

0 

110 

1  "6  0 


2   4  0 


6 

10 

1 

23 

7 

9 

9 

9 

3 

17    8  6 

151  12  6 

;  13    3  3 

I    5    5  1 

I  58  17  7 

'  12  13  2 

'  23    0  6 

36   7  9 


42 

10 

8 

4 

0 

0 

124 

15 

0 

18 

10 

0 

26 

14 

7 

5 

0 

0 

10 

13 

6 

5 

10 

6 

327 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

23 

10 

0 

4 

"6 

0 

60 

14 

3 

24 

13 

11 

•328    6    9  346  12    4  680    0  2 


76 

2 

1 

0 

5 

0 

1 

10 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

13 

2 

3  14  0 


£  s.  d. 

4  9  4 

8  0  6 

9  18  0 
13    5  2 

8  10 

5  5  3 
2  16  9 
2  11  0 
4    7  0 

58  14  0 


10  5  0 
5  0  0 
15  16  6 


0  10  6 
38  10  0 
0  15  0 


72    7  0 

7    2  0 

9  16  9 

5  13  0 

10   2  6 


259   6  3 

121    6  4 

47    0  0 

80    0  0 

6  10  0 

139  17  8 


157  12 
129  3 
11  11 
19  0 
169  15 
7  1 
5  15 


10  0 

10  10  0 

17  19  4 

275  10  5 

110   0  0 

0   8  9 

1606  18  9 


0  15 
11  10 
74  17 
38  16 
2  10 


98    8  2 

456  10  0 
75  17  0 
35   0  10 

445  14  11 

55  17  2 

123    8  1 

74  14  2 

8   4  0 


52    2    8  il502 
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Presbyteries. 

School 
Fund. 

College 
F  und. 

Home  1 
Mission.  | 

Foreign 
Mission 

Synod 
Fund. 

Totals. 

£    8.  d. 
1502   4  7 

25   "5  0 

28  i  11 

29  15  6 
45  17  0 

Presbytery  of  London— continued. 

Brought  forward   

MiLLWALL  

Portsmouth       ...  James  Stewart,  m.a. 
Rochester         ...  John  Walker 
SotTHAMrTON     ...  James  S.  Wright  ... 
Woolwich         ...  Wm.  M.  Thomson... 

Miscellaneous  

Exeter   R  R.  Thorn 

Maidstone         ...  Duncan  Frazer 

Presbytery  of  Cumberland. 

Bewcastle         ...  William  Tweedie  ... 

Brampton  Peter  Taylor 

Haltwhistlb      ...  James  Stevenson  ... 
Martport...       ...  William  Harvey  ... 

Whitehavkk      ...  Joseph  Burns,  c^eri:. 
WoKKiN'GTON      ...  David  C.  MoLeod... 

Carlisle  

Miscellaneous  

Presbytery  of  Newcastle. 

Bltth   John  Reid,  M.A.  ... 

Falstone  Alex.  Anilerson 

Gateshead        ...  John  Jeffrey 

Hexham   George  Farquharson 

^'ewcastle — 

Trinity   Thomas  Duncan  ... 

John  Knox's     ...  P.  L.  Miller  

North  Shields  ...  C.  A.  Mackenzie  ... 
Seaton  Delay AL...  John  Brown 
South  Shields — 

St.  John's         ...  W.  Dinwiddie,  LI,.B. 

Laygate  A.  Sapliir   

Sunderland — 

n                   fJ.  C.  Paterson,  D.D., 
St.  Georges        |                ^  g^^j.^ 

Monkwearmouth  John  Black... 
Wark  &  Housesteads  Wm.  Wrightson 
Miscellaneous  

Presbytery  of  Nortbumberland. 

Alnwick  A.  F.  Douglas 

Bavington  &  Rtall  A.  Forsyth 

Birdhopeceaig   

Branton  James  Blyth,  m.a.... 

Crookham  William  Edmonds... 

Felton   Alexander  Hoy 

Glanton  David  Fotheringham 

Harbottlb         ...  Samuel  Catheart  ... 
Long  Framlington  James  Anderson... 

Morpeth  Jas.  Anderson,  d.d. 

Thropton  D.  S.  Fergus,  M. A.... 

Warrenfoed      ...  James  Benvie 
WiDDRiNGTON    ...  M.  Edwards,  m.a.  ... 
Woolee   James  A.  Huie 

£  «.  d. 

95    2  8 

3  0    0  I 

4  2  0 
4   0  0 

:::  i 

£  g.  . 

328    6  9 

5  15  0 

6  4    6  ' 
9    0  0 

40  17  0 

£   s    (Z.  ' 
316  12  4 

7  i  '6  0  [ 

10  12  11 

8  0  0 

£   8.  d. 

f>80    0  2 

7  6  0 

4  12  6 

8  13  6 
10  0 

£  t.  d. 
52    2  8 

5  "6  0 

3  12  0 

106   4   8  ' 

39)    3    3  '       15  3 

701    6  2 

60  14  8  ; 

1631   4  0 

10  0 
0  10    0  1 
... 

2  12  0 

1  10  0 

0  io  0 

2    0  0 

0  15  0 

1  "7  1 
4   0  0 
1    1  0 

... 

0  16  0 

8  12  0 
18  0 

100; 

0  15  4 

2   0  0 

1  4  0 

4   0  0 

2  10  4 

1  "7  1 
18  14  0 

3  13  0 

0  ib  0 

4    2  0 

2   0  0 

9   3  1 

10  10  0 

4  19  4 

30  14  5 

1  18  6 

4  0  0 
3  10  0 

5  0  0 

j  ... 

1  10  0 

1  12  0 

1  15  0 

0  15  0 

5   0  0 
5   0  0 

13  0  0 

14  10  0 

13   8  0 

2  0  0 

0  0 

1  7  9 

2  2  0 

5  0  0 
4   0  0 

6  7  9 

34   0  0 

13   6  11 

1    0  0 
1  11  0 

3    2  0 
2    3  0 

1  "4  0 

16  14  9 
12   2  6 
20   0  0 
15  0 

17  6 
14   0  0 

11     n  fi 

2  10  0 
1    0  0 

0  15  0 

2   b  0 
10  0 

4   0  0 
2    5  10 

0  16  0 

1  10  0 

2  0  0 

"9  2 

7   9  0 
7   4  3 

4  2  0 
2  19  0 

34  14  9 
26  18  4 
44   7  9 

1  15  0 

2  17  6 
64  10  0 

37  14  11 

7  0  0 

2  0  2 
10  0 

24412  8 

14    5  0 

13  18  1 
11  14  9 

14  12  3 
14    4  11 

5  7  2 
9   8  8 

8  5  7 
1  12  0 

25  15  10 
4  11  6 

6  7  6 

3  11  11 
13   3  4 

15  18  6 

57   0  0 

70  15  5 

86   8  9 

14  10  0 

1  10  0 

2  10  10 
2  17  7 
2    5  9 

2  2  0 

16  0 

3  11  10 
1  14  0 

5  10  8 
0  13  10 

17  6 
10  0 

3  10  0 
3  16  2 

1  12  7 

2  12  6 

2  11  9 
1    0  7 

3  15  0 
1  10  6 

0  13  6 
6   4  6 

1  0  6 
10  0 
10  0 

2  6  10 

3  15  0 
3   0  0 

2  0  0 

3  0  0 

3  12 
1  10  2 

1   "9  4 

0  18  6 
6   3  0 

1  16  0 
0  16  6 

4  8  0 

3  15  0 

3  10  7 

4  4  7 

4  5  0 

5  0  0 

1  0  0 

2  16  9 

5  17  8 
1  15  0 
1  10  0 
0  15  5 
4  10  0 

1  15  0 
1    0  6 

1  0  0 

2  9  0 

1  10  0 
0  10  5 

2  1  10 

0  15  0 

2  "6  0 
12  2 
10  0 

1  13  6 

26  10  0 

32  14   5    31  11  8 

39   0  0 

17    2  5 

146  18  6 

RECAPITULATION. 

Contributed  in  the  Presbytery  of — 

Berwick   

Birmingham  

Cumberland  

Lancashire   

London 
Newcastle 

Northumberland   

Miscellaneous   

Interest  and  Dividends   

Bequest  of  late  Jas.  Murray,  of  N,  Shields 

Children's  Fund,  Foreign  Mission 

<  India  Mission  

.  Corfu  Mission   

!  Students'  Fees   

Total  

9  10  3 

4    2  0 
119  17  4 
106   4  8 
15  18  6 
26  10  0 

3   2  0 

8  17  5 
11  15  0 
2   0  0 
343    6  11 
390   3  3 
57    0  0 
32  14  5 

74  15  9 
13  13  0 

14   4  9 
24  10  0 
9    3  1 
417  16  9 
372  15  3 
70  15  5 
31  11  8 
2  10 
10   4  2 
74  15  9 

16    7  0 
24  16  6 
10  10  0 
619  15  8 
701    6  2 
86   8  9 
39   0  0 
1330  4  8 
109   3  0 

235   "3  11 
169  10  6 
79   0  10 

9  14  7 
11    5  6 

4  19  4 
76    2  1 
60  14  8 
14  10  0 
17    2  5 

.58  14  0 
72    7  0 
30  14  5 
1606  18  9 
1631    4  0 
244  12  8 
146  18  6 
1332    5  8 
122    9  2 
149  11  6 
235    3  11 
169  10  6 
79    0  10 
13  13  0 

285    4  9 

934   5  9 

1027  17  10 

3451  7  0 

194   8  7 

5893    3  11 

Abstracted  by  Abchibals  T.  Eitchib,  26,  Poultry. 
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SYNOD  SCHOOL 

FUND.- 

-ABSTEACT 

OF  TREASUEER'S 

ACCOUOT 

FOE 

1860 

Received  ! 

Received 

Received 

Grafts 

Grani 

Grants 

Presbyteries. 

per 

per 

Paid 

Paid 

Paid 

Association. 

CoUectioii. 

First. 

Second 

Total 

£  S. 

d. 

£  s. 

d. 

■ 

X  s. 

d. 

£  s. 

d. 

9.  d. 

Pr6sbytery  of  Berwick- — 

i 

An  croft  JSIoor     .      .      •  . 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Belford  

I  15 

0  ! 

1  15 

0  1 

D  U 

0 

6  0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

Berwick  

1  17 

6  i 

1  17 

6  1 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Etal   

Lowiclc       •      •      •      •  • 

1  12 

0 

1  12 

0  i 

6  0 

0 

6  0 

0 

12 

6 

0 

l^UI  lldlli.          .           .           «           •  • 

0  16 

0 

0  16 

0  i 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

North  Sunderland     .  • 

0  16 

9 

0  16 

9 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

T'wppfl  in  nil  til 

0  13 

0 

0  13 

0  ' 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

Q 

10 

0 

0 

HnrnrlitTp 

.         •         •         •  • 

1  0 

0 

1  0 

0 

6  0 

0 

6  0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

Presbytery  of  Birmingham- 
Broad  Street 

i 

6  5 

0 

6  5 

0 

12 

10 

0 

i^trw  uuiiii  o Licet           .          .  • 

Till  1 

craiioici        .        .        •        •  . 

W' olv6rli3nipton        .  • 

^  m  p  r  }i  w  i  pIc 

Oli-lCC  u,  n  n**^    •            .            .  . 

... 

Pr6sl)v*t6rv  of  Lancasliire — 

i 

Bolton  '      .      ,       .  . 

Chc3tr*r 

1  12 

9 

1  12 

9 

I  1 

0 

0 

... 

Douglas  Isle  of  Man  .  • 

Canning  Street,  Liverpool  . 

20  1 

6 

14  0 

0 

34  i 

6  ' 

9  7 

6 

9  7 

6 

... 

T cli  rtrrfnn 

XSUIli^tUU                          J)  • 

Dingle  5j 

1 -4 1  »•  Tr  P  n  ll  P  51  f1 

15  0 

0 

10  0 

0 

25  6 

0 

Kockferry    .      ♦      .  . 

•■• 

Grosvenor  Square,  Manchester 
St,  A-udrew's 

12  9 

2 

12  9 

2 

■ 

16  0 

0 

16  0 

0 

■■■ 

... 

... 

3  10 

0 

3  10 

0 

3  15 

0 

3  15 

0 

7 

io 

0 

Trinity  „ 

5  0 

0 

5  6 

8 

10  6 

8 

R^msbottom 

••• 

'  ■  ■ 

... 

0  11 

9 

0  17 

0 

1  8 

9 

-  "A 

_ 
0 

5  6 

0 

0 

0 

wf"ar> 

?Tiia.injn       .         •         •  • 

Br&cifcrd  .... 

... 

OUClUlTiLl  .... 

Presbytery  of  Loudoii — 

12  10 

12  10 

0 

0 

\ 

Greenwicb  .      •      .  • 

4  11 

1 

4  11 

•  ••■ 

Xrinitv  De  Beauvoir  Town 

4  3 

0 

6  0 

0 

10  3 

s 

1 

1 

36  14 

Q 

36  14 

River  Terrace 

0  10 

Q 

7  10 

9 

8  1 

3 

••• 

2  3 

6 

2  3 

6 

Mil'ivnll 

ill  U:\Va  11  .... 

5  1 

5  1 

1 

7  10 

7  i'6 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

Chelsea  .... 

11  12 

Hampstead 

11  12 

6 

6 

4  6 

3 

4  6 

3 

Woolwich  .... 

4  2 

0 

4  "i 

0 

i  5  6 

0 

5  0 

Q 

10 

0 

0 

3  0 

0 

3  b 

0 

Caledoiiian  Rt'-ad  . 

::: 

Presb)tery  of  Cumberland— 
Bewcasile  .... 

1  0 

0 

I  0 

0 

1    2  10 

0 

2  10 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Brampton  .... 

0  10 

0 

0  10 

0 

6  0 

0 

6  0 

0 

0 

0 

HiJtvvliislle 

... 

i 

Maryport  .... 
Whitehaven 

2  12 

0 

2  12 

0 

Workington 

•Cai  rifd  forw 

•ard  ^ 

03  lo 

3 

1.S7  I 

0 

230  14 

3 

79  0 

0 

79  0 

0 

158 

0 

0 
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Presettebies. 


Brought  forward 
Presbytery  of  Newcastle— 
Blyth 
Falstone 
Gateshead  . 
Hexham 

Trinity,  Newcastle 
John  Knox 
North  Shields 
Seaton  Delaval  . 
St.  John's,  South  Shields 
Laysrate  „ 
St.  George's,  Sunderland 
Monkwearmouth  ,, 
"Wark  and  Housesteads 

Presbytery  of  Northumberland- 
Alnwick 
Ba\ington  . 
Birdhopecraig  . 
Branton 
Crookham  . 
Felton 
Glanton 
Harbottle  . 
Long  Framlington 
Morpeth 
Thropton  . 
Warrenford 
"Widdrington 
Wooler 


Donations — 
R.  Barbour,  Esq. 
Dr.  Stewart 

A  Member  of  Crown  Court 
gregation 

Totals 


Con- 


£  s.  d. 
93  13  3 


Received 

per 
Collection, 


£  s.  d. 
137    1  0 


1  18  6 


4  0  0 
3  10  0 

5  0  0 


Eeceived  I 
Total, 


£  8.  d. 
230  14  3 


18  6 


4  0  0 
3  10  0 

5  0  0 


10   0      1  10  0 


0  10  0 


5   0  0 

3   0  0 


1  10  0 

2  10  10 
2  17  7 

2  5  9 
1  12  0 
1    6  0 

3  11  10 
1  14  0 

5  io  8 

0  13  10 

1  7  6 
10  0 


1  10  0 

2  10  10 
2  17  7 
2   5  9 

2  2  0 
1    6  0 

3  11  10 
I  14  0 

5  10  8 

0  13  10 

1  7  6 
10  0 


5  0  0 
3   0  0 


1    0  0 


1103   3   3  178  19   6  ,282   2  9 


Grants 
Paid 
First, 


£  S.  d. 
79   0  0 


8  15  0 


5  0 


6   0  0 


6  0  0 
6  "6  0 
6   0  0 


Grants 
Paid 
Second, 


£  g.  d. 
79    0  0 


8  15  0 


6  0  0 
6   6  0 


Grants 
I'aid  i 
Total.  I 


£  8.  d.  I 
158   0   0  I 


17  10  0 


12  10  0 


12   0  » 


10  0 

12  0 

10  0 

10  0 


12  0  0 
12  "6  0 


0   0    12   0  0 


0   0  139   0   0  278   0  0 


ABSTEACT. 


To  Balance  from  last  year    .      .      .  . 
„  Collections  and  Subscriptions 
„  Interest  from  Bank        .      .      .  . 

By  Grants  as  per  total  above 
,,  Expenses  connected  with  Queen  Square 
„  Printing,  Postage,  and  Sundries 
,,  Balance  in  hand  


EECEIPTS. 


PATMEITTS. 


£  s.  d. 

311  16  8 

282   2  9 

3   2  0 


£5^1    1    5      ^597   1  5 


£  s.  d. 


278   0  0 
33   0  0 
7  16  7 
278   4  10 


E.  E.  (Signed) 


JOHN  JOHNSTONE,  Treasurer. 


Audited  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)        LEWIS  D.  B.  MACKAY,  Auditor. 


oih  April,  1861. 
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HOME  MISSION  FUND. 
Treasurer's  Account  for  1860. 


Collections  and 
Subscriptions 
received. 


Pbesbtteey  op  Berwick-on-Tweed- 
Ancroft  Moor 
Belford 
Berwick 
Etal 

Horncliffe 
Lowick  . 
Korham 

iN'orth  Sunderland 
Tweedmouth 


Peesbytery  of  Birmingham— 
Broad  Street,  Birmingham 
New  John  Street,  Do. 
Cheltenham 
^Dudley 
Eccles 
Hanley 
Smethwick 
Stafford 

Wolverhampton 


£  s. 

d. 

£  s.  d. 

d 

1  5 

30 

Q 

Q 

1  15 

0 

6 

0 

0 

1  0 

0 

2  17 

0 

1  1 

0 

14 

4 

0 

2  10 

0 

15 

0 

0 

1  3 

3 

1  10 

0 

40 

0 

0 

1  3 

6 

20 

0 

0 

14   4  9 

2  10 

0 

2  0 

0 

13  5 

0 

4  10 

0 

0  15 

0 

1  10  0 


24  10  0 


Presbytery  op  Cumberland— 

Bewcastle  2 

Brampton  0 

Carlisle  

Haltwhistle  '  

Maryport  1 

Whitehaven  4 

Workington  1 

Presbytery  of  Lancashire- 

Bolton  4 

Bradford  

Chester  4 

Crewe   2 

Douglas  3 

Leeds   

Canning  Street,  Liverpool  80 

St.  George's,  Do  30 

St.  Peter's,  Do  18 

Islington,  Do.  23 

Birkenhead,  Do  47 

Princes  Park,  Do  

Grosvenor  Square,  Manchester  56 


0  0 
15  0 


7  1 

0  0 

1  0 


12  0 

10  0 

10  0 

0  0 

1  6 

2  1 
0  0 
8  0 
0  0 

18  5 

11  7 

13  1 

0  0 
13  0 

1  0 
4  0 

17  6 

1  0 

10  0 

8  9 


9   3  1 


St,  Andrew's,  Do. 

Ancoats,  Do.    4 

Salford,  Do   6 

Trinity,  Do.    62 

Ramsbottom   7 

Risley    1 

Rockferry   5 

Parkgate   4 

Sheffield   10 

Swinton   0 

Warrington  — 

Wharton  — 

Wigan   1  14  10 

Presbytery  of  London— 

Aldemey  0 

Brighton  17 

Bournemouth  — 

Exeter  — 

Greenwich  836 

Guernsey  2  10  0 

Trinity  (formerly  London  Wall)  17   8  6 

Regent^  Square,  London  151  12  6 

5    5  1 
58  17  7 


417  16  9 


10  6 
0  0 


River  Terrace, 
John  Knox's, 
Marylebone, 
Southwark, 
Chelsea, 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


12  13  2 


287    4  1 


Grants  paid. 


0  0 


30    0  0 

10    0  0 

10    0  0 

21  12  2 

10    0  0 


22  8 
52  14 
5  0 
21  0 


0  0 


20  0  0 
30   0  0 


21  10  0 
25   0  0 


Carried  forward 
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1G7 


Brought  forward 


Collections  and 
Subscriptions 
received. 

£    8.  d     £    s.  d. 


Hampstead,         Do   23   0  6 

Carlton  HiU,        Do   36   7  9 

DalstoD,  Do  — 

Caledonian  Eoad,  Do.  — 

Maidstone  — 

Millwall  — 

Portsmouth  7  10  0 

Eochester  — 

Southampton  10  12  11 

Woolwich  800 


372  15  3 


PbESBTTEBY  of  NEWCASTLE-OIf-TrNE— 

Blyth  2 

Falstone  1 

Gateshead  2 

Hexham  

Trinity,  Newcastle  5 

John  Knox' s,  ditto  4 

North  Shields  6 

Seaton  Delaval  

St.  John's,  South  Shields  

Laygate,  ditto  34 

St.  George's,  Sunderland  13 

Monkwearmouth  

Wark  and  Housesteads      .      .       . '  . 

PhESBTTEBT  of  NoBTHUMBEELAIfD— 

Alnwick  ........ 

Bavington  and  Ryall  

Birdhopeeraig  

Brantou  

Crookham  

Pramlington  

Felton  

Glanton   

Harbottle  

Morpeth  

Thropton  

Warrenford  

Widdriagton  

Wooler  


1  0 

0 

1 11 

0 

3  15 

0 

3  0 

0 

2  0 

0 

3  0 

0 

3  1 

2 

0  18 

6 

1  10 

2 

1  9 

4 

6  3 

0 

1  10 

0 

0  16 

6 

4  8 

0 

70  15  5 


Grants  paid. 


£   s.    d.    £    8.  d. 


0  0 
0  0 


12  10  0 


-109    0  0 


40    0  0 


-  31  11  8 
^940  16  11 


14  10  0 
30   0  0 


94  10  0 


^660 


ABSTEACT. 


BECEIPTS. 

PAYMBNTS. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

146 

5 

2 

Collections,  Subscriptions,  &c.,  as  per  Totals  above  .... 

940 

16 

11 

2 

1 

0 

Bequest  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Murray,  North  Shields  .... 

74 

15 

9 

10 

4 

2 

660 

8 

4 

20 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

7 

18 

7 

23 

11 

7 

12 

5 

5 

10 

0 

0 

414 

19 

1 

1,174 

3 

0 

1,174 

3 

0 

Audited  and  found  correct. 


Manchester,  March  28,  1861, 


(Signed) 


WILLIAM  PAELANE. 
ROBEET  McEWEN. 


Br 


FOEEiaX  MISSION  PUND.— US'  ACCOIJOT  WITH  THE 
TREASUREES. 
From  March  Ylili,  1860,  to  March  l7th,  1861.  Cr. 


49   2  2 


£  s.  d. 

To  Balance  from  last  year  . 
To  Amouuts  received  from 

the   following  sources, 

viz.  : — 

71  Church  Collections      .  636  19  9 
15  Associations        .       .  353  19  10 
Sundry  Donations,  &c.    •    50  15  9 
Sabbath  Schools  and  Ju- 
venile Missionary  Asso- 
ciations 

To  Donations : — 

R.  A.  Maofie,  Esq.,  bal- 
ance of  his  Contribution 
towards  Mr.  Jones's 
Salary  .  .  .  .  197  17  7 
George  S.  Brodie,  Esq., 
and  Friends  .       .       .  246  17  0 

To  Juvenile  Fund,  amount 
received  .... 

ToEdinburghCommittee,  for 
Salaries  of  Eevs.  C.  Dou- 
glas and  G.  Smith    .       .  500   0  0 
For  Tinlo,  and  other  native 
Evangelists  . 

To  Subscriptions  received 
for  Corfu  .... 

To  Interest  .... 

To  ditto,  for  Half-year  on 
£3,000  Bond,  part  of  Rev. 
David  Sandeman's  Legacy 

To  ditto,  or  Dividend,  Half- 
year,  on  ^^1221  6s.  llcZ. 
India  5  per  Cent.  Stock  . 


£  s.  d. 
680   2  3 


33 


1090  17  6 


4i4  14  7 
235   3  11 


533   5  0 


By  Chika—  ^    s.  d. 

Missionaries'  Salaries,  viz.  : — 

Rev.  W.  C.  Burns  .       .  250   0  0 

Rev.  Carstairs  Douglas  .  250   0  0 

Rev.  George  Smith       .  250   0  0 

Rev.  Alexander  Grant  .  250  0  0 
Rev.   W.   S.  Swanson 

(amount  drawn) .       .  130  12  6 
Rev.  H.  L.  Mackenzie 

(amount  drawn)       ,  100  16  4 
Dr.     John  Carnegie, 

1859-60       .       .       .    50   0  0 

Ditto,  1860-1  .       .       .    50   0  0 


30   6  3 


49  17 


0  10 


109   9  3 


Note —Property  held  by 
the  Committee : — 
46-3000  Bond  on  Scotch 
Estate,  part  of  D.  San- 
deman's Legacy. 
£1266  3*.  2d.  India  5  per 
Cent.  Sterling  Stock, 
purchased  with  the  fol- 
lowing, viz.  : — 

.3^-640  12s.  8d.  further 
received  of  D.  San- 
deman's Legacv. 
^637  45.,  Balance  of 
Miss  Palmer's  Le- 
gacy. 

£4:5  Legacy  from  Mrs. 
Chrystal,  Chester. 


jfe3,152  13  4 


1331    8  10 


Mission     Expenses  at 

Amot,  &c.  : —  Dollars. 

Salaries  of  Native 
Agents  and  Preacher?.  681-50 

Chapel  Expenses  of  the 

Five  Stations     .       .  368-20 

Building    new  Gospel 

Boat  ....  123-71 

Expenses  of  Gospel  Boat, 

Boatmen's  "VVages,  &c.  283-36 

Passage  of  the  new  Mis- 
sionaries from  Shang- 
hae     .       .       .  .300 

Expenses  of  Native 
Agents,  &c.,  in  visit- 
ing Formosa  and 
otLer  places       .       .  41 

Ditto  of  Dr.  Carnegie  to 

Swatow  and  back      .   33 -25 

House  Repau-s      .       .    82  26 

Tracts  and  Books  .       .  221-30 

Sundries        .       .       .  41*10 

Balance  now  in  Mission- 
aries' hands  .  176-05 

Less  former  bal- 
ance .  101-21 

And  Local 

Subs.      20-       121-21  54-84 

Dollars  2235-52  or  533 
Mission  Expenses  at  Swatow,  &c.  : — 
Salary  of  Mr.  Jones, 
partlv  for  1859,  and  up 
to  December  1,  1860  ^£"212  10  0 
Additional    outlay  in- 
curred in  1859    .       .    60   0  0 
Mission  Expenses,  1860  134  13  0 


By  CoEFTJ — 

Salary  of  Rev.  W.  Char- 
teris  to  April,  1861 
By  Chasges — 

Proportion  of  Rent, 
Printing  E.  P.  Mes- 
senger, &c.  .       .    52   8  1 

Printing  Annual  Report 
and  Maps  for  Mes- 
senger .       .       .    12   0  0 

Sundrv  Outlays  by  Sec- 
retaiy.  Iron  Box,  &c.    .    12  16  4 

Printing  Occasional  Pa- 
pers     .       .      .       .    15  13  6 

Half  Expense  of  En- 
graving Map  of  Amoy      2  10  0 

Juvenile  Fund,  Print- 
ing Cards,  Advertis- 
ing Contributions         .    10   5  0 

Forwarding  sundry 
Packages  to  the  Mission- 
aries     .       .       .       .     e  10  2 

By  Balance  at  Bankers 


407   3  0 


205   0  0 


-  115  3  1 
.    560  11  9 

^,152  13  4 


Examined  and  found  correct. 

JAMES  WATSON,  Auditor. 


Errors  excepted. 

H.  M.  MATHESON,  ")  r  •  4  t 

JAMES  E.  MATHIESON,]'^''"^^^'''^"''"''*- 
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TEEASUKEE'S  EEPOET  OY  THE  HOME  MISSION  AND 
SUPPLEMENTAL  EIJND. 


The  following  is  a  condensed  Statenaent  of  the  Receipts  and  Disbursements  during  the  past  Year : — 


Receipts. 

£  s.  d. 

79  Collections   508  19  0 

15  Associations   352  13  6 

Donations     .       ...........  42  4  0 

10  Juvenile  Missionary  Associations   39  1  5 

Bequest  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Murray,  North  Shields     .             .  74  15  9 

Interest   10  4  2 


£1,027  17  10 


Disbursements. 

Presbytery  of  Berwick-on-Tweed   125    4  0 

„           Birmingham   20    0  0 

Cumberland   81  12  2 

„          Lancashire   190   2  2 

„          London   109   0  0 

„          Newcastle-on-Tyne   40   0  0 

„          Northumberland   94  10  0 

Annuities   45    0  0 

Travelling  Exjtenses     .       .     "   7  18  7 

Proportion  Expenses  College  for  1859    23  11  7 

Printing,  Stationery,  Postage,  &c   12   5  5 

Assisting  Treasurer  in  keeping  Accounts   10   0  0 


£759    3  11 


The  Receipts  compared  ■Kiih.  those  of  1859  show  an  increase  of  £120  14s.  9</. 

Congregational  Collections  show  a  decrease  of  two  iu  the  nimiber  made,  with  an  increase  of  £11  3s.  Zd. 
in  the  amount. 

Congregational  Associations  show  an  increase  of  five  in  the  number  contributing,  and  of  £52  8s.  9rf.  in 
the  amount. 

Donationa  show  a  decrease  of  £21  13s.  Qd. 

Juvenile  Missionary  Associations.— Ten,  being  the  same  number  as  last  year,  have  contributed,  vrith  a 
decrease  of  £2  19s.  lOd.  in  the  amount. 

The  Disbursements  are  £76  18s.  2d.  under  those  of  1859. 

An  encouraging  featiu-e  in  this  report  is  the  increase  in  the  number  of  Congregational  Associations,  as 
well  as  in  the  amount  raised  by  them.  The  greater  development  of  this  source  of  revenue  is  strongly 
urged  upon  Congregations  who  have  not  yet  formed  Associations  as  a  means  of  substantially  augmenting 
the  resources  of  the  Fund. 

ROBERT  BARBOUR,  Treagurer. 

Manchester,  2Sth  March,  1861. 
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THE  ENGLISH  PRESBYTERIAN  MESSENGER. 


SEPAEATE  FUND  ACCOUNT.-INDIA  MISSIOx\.  1860. 

Cr. 


£  s.  d. 

Allowance  to  Mr.  Kelly,  for  his  ex- 
penses   52  10  0 

Balance  lo  next  year   .      .      .      .   489  18  5 


£542   8  5 


£  8.  d. 

Balance  from  last  year  .  .  .  .  372  17  11 
From  Seven  Associations  and  One 

Sabbath  School  154  10  6 

Interest  15   0  0 

£582   8  5 


Errors  Excepted, 


London,  25th  March,  1861. 


H.  M.  MATHESON, 
JAMES  E.  MATHIESON 


} Joint 
Treasure 


SEPAEATE  FUND  FOE  MISSION  BUILDINGS,  1860. 
Dr.  Or 


£     8.  d. 

Bills  drawn  for  erection  of  Mission 

Houses                                           800   0  0 

Balance                                           257   7  0 

£1,057   7  0 


Balance  from  last  year 
Interest. 


£  s.  d. 

.1,007  0  0 

.     50  7  0 

£1,057  7  0 


H.  M.  MATHESON, 


JAMES  E.  MATHIESON,; 


Joint 
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EEPORT  OE  THE  TREASUEEE  OF  THE  COLLEGE  EUND. 


The  income  for  last  year  was  ^£960  10s.  7d. ;  that  for  the  year  just  closed  is  j6995  15s.  9d., 
arising  from  the  following  sources,  namely  :— 

Collections  ^6  385  13   0  against,  in  1859,  ^404   9  0 

Associations   263   3   0       „  ,,       240    1  8 

Subscriptions  and  Donations,  including  those 

for  special  repairs  197    1    0      „  „       275  12  6 

Legacy  of  the  late  Jas.  Murray,  of  North  Shields        74  15  9 
Amounts  received  from  the  other  schemes  for 
Renr  and  General  Expenses,  after  deducting' 

j6  20  paid  towards  the  removal  expenses  of  1857        61  10   0  „        12    1  5 

.Students'  Fees  13  13   0      „  „        27   6  0 

Sabbath  School   10  0 


^995  15   9  ^960  10  7 


Tlie  expenditure  for  1860  has  been  ^932  8s.  Id.,  and  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  balance  on  hand,  as 
on  the  31st  December,  is  .^'448  10s.  6d.,  after  further  defraying  part  of  the  removal  expenses  of  1857, 
leaving  still  due  on  this  head  about  ^685,  to  liquidate  which  special  donations  are  solicited. 

The  circumstance  of  the  Annual  Collection  taking  place  in  November  causes  this  account  to  show 
a  balance  as  at  the  end  of  the  year,  which,  in  itself,  is  in.sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  College, 
being  necessarily  reduced  after  Lady-day  by  .^'220,  and  becoming  at  Midsummer  altogether 
exhausted,  thus  rendering  it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  a  Loan  in  order  to  meet  the  claims  which 
fall  due  from  thence  till  the  collections  come  round  again  in  November.  It  is,  therefore,  hoped  that, 
in  the  meantime,  the  friends  of  the  College  will  exert  themselves  to  aid  the  Fund  through  Church 
Associations  and  otherwise. 

ARCHIBALD  T.  RITCHIE,  Treasurer. 

London,  26,  Poultry,  E.C.,  ith,  April,  1861. 


THE  COLLEGE  FUND  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  THE 
Br.  TEEASUREE.  Or. 


750 


7  5 


1860. 

To  Professors'  Salaries 

„  Rent,  Taxes,  Housekeeping,  8sc. 

(after  deductions) 
,  Repairs  and  Alterations 
at  Queen  Square, 
chiefly  met  by  special 
contributions,  in- 
cluded in  the  re- 
ceipts per  contra     .   jr29  7  0 

„  Amount  paid  John- 
stone and  Jeanes  to 
account  removal  ex- 
penses of  1857,  &c.    .      20  0  0 

  49   7  0 

„  Printing,  Advertising,  and  sundry 

incidental  charges     .       .      .     33  13  8 

,,  Balance  at  Union  Bank  .      .      .   448  10  6 


^1,380  18  7 


Audited  and  found  correct, 


JOHN  THOMSON.  )  ,.. 

ALEXANDER  WEBSTER,  j 


1660.  di  s.  d 

By  balance  at  last  audit  .  .  .  446  12  10 
„  Amounts  received  this  year  from 
the  Presbytery  of— 
Berwick-on-Tweed  ^68  17  5 
Birmingham  .  .  11  15  0 
Cumberland  .  .200 
Lancashire  .  .  343  6  11 
London  .  .  .  390  3  3 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  57  0  0 
Northumberland  .    32  14  5 


Legacy  from  the  late  Jas.  Murray, 

of  North  Shields 
Students'  Fees  .... 


845  17  0 


74  15 
13  13 


jei,380  18  7 


ARCHIBALD  T.  RITCHIE,  Treasurer. 

London,  5th  April,  1861. 
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THE  ENGLISH  PRESBYTERIAN  MESSENGER, 


SCHOLAESHIPS  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  TEEASUEEE. 


JDr 


Cr 


To  paid  Mr.  David  Gordon 
in  full  for  lSo9-60  . 
Do.    do.  1860-61  . 


£5  17 

40  0 


45 

17 

0 

,,  paid  Mr.  B.  M.  Baker  in 

full  for  1859-60      .       ,8   0  0 

„  Do.     do.  1860-61  ,       ,    35   0  0 

43 

0 

0 

„  paid  Mr.  Thos.  McLaren  in  fall  for 

1859-60   

19 

0 

„  paid  Mr.  George  Edwards  in  full  of 

half  scholarship  1859-60  , 

6 

9 

0 

,,  paid   Mr.  John  Prentice  part  of 

half  scholarship  1860-1  . 

5 

0 

0 

paid  for  A.dvertising 

1 

13 

3 

,,  Balance  in  Bank  .... 

18 

1 

7 

£125  19  10 


London,  April  4,  1861. 


By  Balance  from  last  year  . 
„  Amount  received  this  year  from  all 
sources  (including  a  refund  of  £8 
from  Mr,  Edwards)       .      .  .106 


£  s.  d. 
19  12  10 


7  0 


£125  19  10 


ARCH.  T.  RITCHIE,  Treasurer. 


THE  SYNOD  OE  THE  ENGLISH  PEESBTTEEIAN  CHUECH. 
In  Account  with  George  Duncan  and  James  Watson^  Treasurers. 
Br.  Or. 


January  1 . 

To  Balance  due  Treasurer 
April. 

,j  Travelling  Expenses  of 
Members  to  Meeting  of 
Synod  at  Sunderland — 
Presbytery  of— 

Berwick 

Birmingham 

Cumberland 

Lancashire  . 

London 

Newcastle  . 

Northumberland 

and  Allowance 


£  s.  d. 


6   0  2 


124   4  9 


Synod 


Salary 

Clerk   25   0  0 

Printing,  Stationery,  and  sundry 
expenses  concected  with  the  meet- 
ing of  Synod  .  .  .  ,  .  37  10  G 
Expenses  connected  with  obtaining 
statistics  of  the  Church  .  .  .  117 
Expenses  of  deputation  to  Free 
Church  of  Scotland  and  Irish  Pres- 
byterian Church      .       .       .       ,    13  7 


£207  19  8 


1860. 
April. 

By  the  following  Contribu- 
tions received  from  the 
Presbytery  of — 


3  I 


Berwick 

.   £9  14 

7 

Birmingham 

.    11  5 

6 

Cumberland 

,     4  19 

4 

Lancashire  . 

,    76  2 

London 

.    60  14 

8 

Newcastle  , 

.    14  10 

0 

Northumberland 

.    17  2 

5 

Balance  due  Treasurer. 


194  8  7 
13  11  1 


£207  19  8 


London,  March  28,  1861, 


Signed) 

GEORGE  DUNCAN,  Treasurer. 


GOOD  NEWS  FOR  EVERY  ONE! 


KNOWLEDGE  IS  POWER.  If  you  desire  to  preserve  your  health, 
a  knowledge  of  the  laws  lor  its  preservation  is  essential.  If  you 
are  ill,  and  have  sought  in  vain  for  renewed  health,  what  is  the  reason? 
Simply  this,  a  want  of  information  on  the  subject.  The  civilisation  of 
the  present  day  renders  some  aid  to  nature  in  the  preservation  and 
restoration  of  health  indispensably  necessary  :  and  the  only  question  is, 
Whence  is  the  required  help  to  be  obtained  ?    Undoubtedly,  by  using 

KAYE'S  WORSDELL'S 

VEGETABLE  RESTORATIVE  PILLS. 

For  the  last  thirty  years  the  truth  has  been  gaining  ground  that  to 
purify  the  blood  is  the  simplest  and  most  natural  way  of  restoring  and 
maintaining  health ;  and  the  great  and  distiuguishing  feature  of  these 
celebrated  pills  is,  that  they  speedily  eradicate  all  disease  from  the  body, 
ly  purifying  the  blood ;  thus  good  health  is  at  once  secured,  and  all 
may  ensure  a  sound  constitution  and  complete  freedom  fi-om  pain  and 
disease. 

The  pamphlet  enclosed  with  each  box  of  the  pills  gives  most  interest- 
ing particulars  of  many  hundreds  of  cases  of  cure,  together  with  instruc- 
tions for  the  use  of  the  medicine. 

TEY  ONE  BOX  OF 

KAYE'S   WORSDELL'S  PILLS, 

^ND  JUDGE   BY  THE  RESULT. 


IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  all  persons  having  any  spurious  imita- 
tions of  this  medicine  in  their  possession  are  liable  to  the  penalty  of 
imprisonment,  and  that  a  Reward  may,  on  conviction  of  the  offenders, 
be  received  by  any  one  giving  information  to  the  proprietor  of  parties 
offering  the  same  for  sale. 

"Kate's  Worsdell's  Pills"  are  prepared  solely  by  John  Kate, 
Esq.,  of  Prospect  Hall,  Woodford,  Essex.  The  genuine  may  be  known 
by  the  following  distinctive  marks  :  1st,  the  words  "Worsdell's  Pills,  by 
John  Kaye,"  engraved  on  the  Government  Stamp  ;  and  2nd,  the  signa- 
ture and  coat  of  arms  of  the  Proprietor  on  the  directions  enclosed  with 
each  box. — They  are  sold  by  all  Chemists  and  Dealers  in  Patent  Medi- 
cines, at  Is.  l^d.,  2s.  9d.,  and  4s.  6d.  per  box. 

WHOLESALE  DEPOT,  22,  BREAD  STREET,  LONDON. 


ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FOURTH  THOUSAND. 
A  New  Edition,  Royal  Quarto,  in  Monthly  Parts,  at  One  Shilling  each, 

07  XKB 

^  ALTAR  OF  THE  HOUSEHOLD: 

P         BEING  A  SERIES  OF  PRAYERS,  AND  SELECTIONS  FROM  SCRIPTURE, 

FOK    DOMliSTlC    WOliSHIP    FOK    EVERY    MORNING    AND    EVENING    IN    THE  YEAR. 

EDITED  BY  THE  REV.  JOHN  HARRIS,  D.D., 

Principal  of  New  CoUege,  St.  John's  Wood,  London  ; 
Author  of  "  Mammon,"  «« The  Great  Teacher,"  "  Pre- Adamite  Earth,''  eto. 

WITH  AN  INTEODUCTIOX, 

BY  THE  REV.  W-  LINDSAY  ALEXANDER,  D.D., 

Professor  of  Theology  in  the  Congregational  Seminary,  Edinburgh. 

A  Jfew  Edition  of  the  Altar  of  the  Household,  issued  in  a  handsome  form  and 
at  a  moderate  cost,  wiU,  it  u  beheved,  be  welcome  to  many.  The  superior  merits  of  the 
Work  are  such  as  might  be  expected  from  the  eminent  persons  whose  united  authorshin 
was  employed  in  its  production ;  in  addition  to  Dr.  Haeeis  and  Dr.  Alexaj^dee  th^ 
names  are  as  follows  :—  v>^^jsic,  lae 


I 


The  Rev.  R.  FERGUSON,  LL.D.,  St. 
John's  Wood,  London. 

The  Rev.  Professor  LORIMER,  Presby- 
terian College,  London. 

Tlie  Rev.  W.  W.  EWBANK,  A.M.,  Liver- 
pool. 

The  Rev.  J.  SHERMAN,  Blackheath. 
The  Rev.  NEWMAN   HALL,  LL.B., 

Surrey  Chapel,  London. 
The  Rev.  W.  BROCK,  D.D.,  Bloomsbury 

Chapel,  London. 
The  Rev.  C.  WILLIAMS,  St.  John's  Wood. 
The  Rev.  S.  MARTIN,  Westminster. 


The  Rev.  J.  STOUaHTON,  Kensington. 
The  Rev.  J.  KENNEDY,  M.A.,  Stepney. 
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The  Work  contains  a  selected  portion  of  Scripture,  a  short  Exposition  a  Prav^r 
and  an  appropriate  Hymn,  for  every  Morning  and  Evening  of  the  Year  ^  * 

The  Prayers  and  Expositions  are  characterised  by  a  spirit  of  devotion  «r,^ 
sentient  in  which  Christians  of  every  EvangeHcaf  den'omination  "^^^  ^^ftJ^^^^^ 
are  free  from  sameness  and  formaUty-the  variety  being  such  as  could  o^v  result  S 
a  combination  of  superior  minds.  j       &  i-ouiu  omy  result  trom 

**  The  choice  of  Scripture,"  Dr.  Harris  observes,  "has  been  mado  n»  •  i  * 

securing  all  tke  interest,  variety,  and  instructiver^s  attainable  wTlin  tL  preCntli^  "tf 
Historical  portions  have  been  generaUy  preferred,  on  account  both  of  thrgreater  ^^^^^^^ 

Z     \  '°  ^^.""^^  attractivenes.  of  the  feseons  thev 

yield.  In  addition  to  the  brief  exposition  which  follows  each  oassa^rp  iL  I  T  7  ^ 
will  be  found  generally  to  pervade  the  accompanying  prayer  Zs  Tendt/fn  f  •  * 
attention  and  to  promote  variety."  P    J'   g  Pi-^yer  ,  tnus  tendmg  to  sustain 

The  Print  is  very  distinct  and  clear. 
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In  large  crown  8vo.,  cloth,  price  6s., 

FROM  DEATH  TO  LIFE;  or,  Bible  Records  of  Remarkable 

Conversions.    By  the  Rev.  Adolphe  Saphir,  South  Shields. 

"  This  is  decidedly  a  good  book.  Some  of  the  *  Records '  have  already  appeared  in 
*  Good  Words,'  where  the  author's  felicity  of  style,  together  with  its  earnest  scriptural 
tone,  greatly  attracted  the  attention  of  the  religious  world." — The  Literary  Gazette. 

Second  Edition  is  now  ready,  in  small  8vo,  price  2s.  6d., 
THE  PATIENCE  OF  HOPE.   By  Dorah  GreenweU. 

" This  beautiful  book  of  Christian  meditations  is  worthy  of  all  praise;  for,  like  all 
true,  simple,  natural  things,  there  is  in  it  a  beauty  and  charm  quite  inexpressible.  You 
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enough  to  draw  forth  and  make  your  own  all  its  radiance  and  aroma,  and  you  must  leave 
unappropriated  much  that  seems  most  graceful,  and  tender,  and  sacred." — Scottish  Press. 
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THE  RESTORATION  OF  THE  JEWS.    The  History,  Principles, 
and  Bearings  of  the  Question.     By  David  Brown,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Theology, 
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